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| My Dear Adelpbins, " | I3 


BE: Books Petlicable only ts. 
"A/V/ © thoſe! that tieed them, *twere 
1 difficalt to" find one; 20 whom * 
the following SubjeQ* ("duely .ma wed 1 
 } would be an impertinent Preſent.” F*. 
make this to you; Kol ' ouf of <4 #2 eddpleſid 
1 ſenfe of tho Fa Melancholy, \deſpone 
| ] Thoughts that have ſometimes Honding 
'1-4 You, as well as my ſelf : For whichwe - 
| may, 'tis true, hank, or rather blame, and ; 
condemn ourſelves; that we have\reydered® 
| our Lives ſo unconifortable,by our unprofitable; 
| Solicitude ; that we have been ſo unrecon=. 
| cited to our Condition, which bath binder=- 


ed the ſweet and _ of it, and diſtutt ri | 
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'F piſtle Dedicatory. 
Za! ts Lowk ue fore ) E S wt we 


il of cc gra DisrosER, uy 
” thankful "Imbraced the Portion He hath! 
* alote od a5; whoſe Qmmiporent Wiſdom may 
: ager all for the good of his Servants. "Our 
- own impatience 3s our greateft Miſery. © 
\ He that i ever content with what he ,] 4 
' makes himſelf happy without a Firtume,| 


: exd\when. bers mudge- him. maſt dh. 
. Natbing more general, thi 
bn: aud indeed, in.a careleſs A ge; md 
ta ſa-hard to find contented Minds, | 
hon ame peers aur Duty, we came hut} 7 
oubleſame to ourgſetues; while we ſeeurs b 
u _—_ cannot be mach. diſtreſſed. in. any] * 
ity... This, were . there: nothing elſe, * 
Fager andy ſu ent t0- in 1c. ge k 
* \endear our Happy Religion 20-us; Havel they 7 
fincere. obſervance of. it, nat onely prevents 4 
Many Eroubles, bat affards ſupport under 
[ 


F 
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| 4 At Our merciful  Soverazgn $' {70n0dr, 
Land -aar'own Happineſs, he bath jr for, 
ers, for Gf NOWAK ws aſunder ; hy 
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The Epiſt 


be miſcrable in any' S's my 

ve ing, Diſobedient, the fatal Carlo 4 

bell ſo in all. © There's certa _—” 
MN andiſtur br Paſſage\t 6g Wa 
Trouble, than me ful: Sacaes 
vt be. at tt coftond. pu A 


ſciende 5 cÞ- 2ut it fo the. 


care of an Aﬀ}ſuffitient only, Waſe GOD; 

aud. afferds. that inmard Contentment... 
which g/l wiſe Mer hyve' vahedaltur cur. 
ternal, Accommodations, © dn mithintcoll” 
Orgs they: here wh incah- ; 
of fiderable ſhare of that future Reſt, whege : 
dsh onely are unallay'd Delights, who make it- 


their buſineſs to be like the undefiled Inhas" 
bitants of it. We can juſtly complain of mo=, 
thing that ſeparates jiot] from the Loz 
of G 30 D, who is perpetually concern'd- ll 
humane Affairs , and xabgrogees intends: 
their Happineſs, who place it only in Hum, 
In a turbulent World, in unſettled Times, 
amid} the ſtraights and di ificulties we are" 
liable to paſs > nothing can be more 
defirable than to be above. M Aro 34 
to. be. free from Moleſtation. and anxiqus. 
A. 4. Thoughts ; 


EF The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
"*Thinghts ; to meet all Vicifſitudes and E- 
vents with conſtant equal Tempers ; to un- 
'dergo all Croſſes with becoming contented 
' Minds ; \ to entertain the harſhe$+ Accidents 
' «with equaniimity and acquieſcence of Souls, 
oy ſubmitted" unto; \fully fatisff d with 
the Di 

lowing ' prove not an Infallible Way, *tis 
_ «becauſe t tel hoy are not well Di- 
geſted, andri haly Ap d, If they con 
Sethure dy rhing to your Contentment, 


- am 
- 


= | Y © U R very Aﬀe&tionate, & . 


vine Diſpoſal :''7s which,” if the fol-| 


it will be no ſma# addition to-mine 3: for 7|- 


IL 2. 2 0 aw 2 as ao ws. me ot SORE ul 


- in the oppreſſion of the Rich,.in the throng of Buſt 


THE | 


INTRODUCTION: 


Ow great an Impoſtor us tha World unto: 

1s £ in the diverſity of Reports and Os- 
 pinions, in the eager purſute of worldly 
Greatneſs, in the hungry thir#þ, after carnal Pleas: 
ſures, in the heats of Paſſien, tn the crys of the Poor, 


neſs, in the remiſion of Idleneſs,; in the diverſion of 
Friends, in the ſpite of Enemies, in the bapes:ands? 
fears, joys and ſorrows of this evil World 4, how fee: 
find Ret and Content ? how many.loſe GOD ans 
themſelves? When I cenſider the uſe{ uIneſs and exe-! 
cellency of Divine CONTENT ME NT 3: bout: 
neceſſary. and profitable, egjens and comfortable, 
beautiful and aimable:; bow it makes us Rich ang 
Happy'in deſpite of the World; fits s to dog. and; 
receive Good, and ſuffer Evil ;. how it frees us fron 
Sin and imnumerable Temptations.to 1t ;; boil ere+- 
ditable to Religion ;' how pleafing, how like, bow 
near. it is unto GO D:- As alſo, the great troubles; 
end burden, vanity and unreaſonableneſs, hurt-and* 
upprofitableneſs, pride and unthankfulneſs, rebellious 


and unbelief, the ſinfulneſ, miſchief, and ſad effets3 
A. $ ig | | 
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" The INTRE 8 DUCTION. 


, Impatience, and Diſcontent ; bow 
FOI T1 ; Profeſſion and Duty,” Reta: 
4 ty and Ex eZation of Chriſtians; what 
| GOD bath bad ana-expetts from them ; how diſ- 
4 hs ai pleaforg and provoking i it to Him ; 
4 Fovyriſhes #nd egy er9, ut; renders u 
kg Ins nm Piercy; excludes ds Pom 
ell true Foy, Comfort, Re#t, or Safety ; expoſes us 
wo al penal Miſchiefs and Miſeries: 1 ami a- 
prd LA my Folly ;. I am obey deny 1 at; T rawe 
| Fe -S Comp T am tontern'd'; "Freſobve 
| yigd herwiſe.” | Such ike Confiderations otcafion- 
43 mol Fiem of thoſe wing : And were'they. 
 Plarmiliariz'd, made part of onr(ebors;_ entertain. 
» nſhaken belief of their truth and-uſe, 
a ' wot be at a hfi, where torus for relief 
5 but be'able (by altering and tem- 
ons and EO KANG nr Minds, 
pd Aﬀettiens Y 70"be Happy 1n thoſe 5106 
| wer, which render others Miſerable ; 
rate and ehuds the effefts of the moFF com> 
= 20n Canſes of Grief and Miſery 3 making them 
| $ vp) ſes of Pleaſure aud Delis bt'>. thoſe Occur 
"Rhea; a ns Goin or the X yore 


a >» : 
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AN 


. earthly Things 3 
haveTribulation(a). Theordinary Ldoand fo 
vation was made perfett: thre gh 


To be offended at 3 mm," is 
-we'are- Men; or Chriſbiims; 


tively: to look about us; and. conſider, » 


AN 


Infallible: W. A x5 


T O 


CON TEN TMENT:6 NC 


IS 


H1'S Warld isa'Stath of Þ 
we live in it on no othigr- _ 
than to beliableto allthe Hazz 

and Adventures, "Troubles; Ch: at 
pes, and Viciflitudes,. that attendiAdortilit 

Vanity: and Vexation:;'.are: the Eyonca « oltia 

$3 encorporated 1tQ; © | 

of this Niſible Creation.” ' I#:the Ward you 


tion of all thoſe, the Captain of. whic Sa 
oe Fare 
It become 
nat to:pore upon our p reſent Byils, butat 


(a) Jolki 16. 33-. (5) Heb. 2, 106. 
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AT 


+ of vie T7 ap 
© others have chearfully indur'd , and to up- 
| id-our._ſelves with ſuch like Queſtions, 
WH bat then, are We better than They ? Art thou 
Wgreater than Abraham and the Prophets * Whom 
W& wakeſ# thou thy ſelf ? It you be without Cha- 
ftiſement , whereof all are partakers, then 
are you Baſtards-and not-Sons (c). It's the 
& Charatteriand Brand of:.the Wicked, that, 
They are not in Trouble as other men (d). Eve- 
ry true 1/raelite, expects their Father Facob's 
© Legacy: The Archers have ſorely grieved him , 
and ſhot ayhim, and bated im (e). And tg find 
ir days ashis, not only few, but evil (f). 
E Heaven's higheſt Favourites have no Writ of 
Priviledpe' 7 but the unſpeakable advantage'of 
L making them eafie, and uſeful, by conſiderate, 
ſabmillive contented Minds. Patienceleſſens 


fad Accident :. Conrentmient makes it none at 
all If we will it cannot;.barm us ;- if we 

way'to- it, we wound our ſelves, and 
joYF with it to make.us miſerable, and a ſin- 
gle miſchief, a great many : But, if we qui- 
Gedy- ſit ſtill, and i» patience poſſeſs owr Souls, 
we are what we were betore the Evil came, 
y our Souls bave the Addition of thegreat- 
t Joy and Pleaſure, by the Vicory.we 


' 
' 


Have obtain'd over it , and our (elves. + Fhe 
& 47- % | 


ain and ſuffering: Trouble aggravates every + 


greatef# , | 


#* © hs — 4 < +4 _— 
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greatefF of our misfortunes is our impatiences 


B 


3, | Diſcontent is. worſe than. any. Evil.,we fech: * 

w | Contentment is better than any Comfort we* 

» | want or deſire. How pleaſantisit toa Chri- ? 

a- | ſtian., to find himſelf willing; to be without” 

n | that which he moſt deſired , -and- to ſuffer 
e | that , to which he-/was' molt averſe 2 Par ; 
t, | ſweeter than the. obtaining and enjoying of. 
>- | that he longed for; ' *Tis better tobe Con». * 
's | tent through Grace, than through.the enjoy- 


, | ing any outward: Comfort ; that can Cons * 
d | tent.me but inons particular, but thx Grace i 
). } All;' This makes my Soul better; the thing I 
Ff | would have, 'cannot. - In; having-my-deſire 
ff | ſatisfied , I am; Content thtough 'ſelf-love.; 
>, | but by this Grace I cometo be Content out 
1s |} of Submiſſion and Love to God, a Shelter and 
y | Sanctuary, within us againſt all .Injuries..a 
it | broad. ; who fills the taichfyl Soul with: his. * 
e | Peace. and Preſence : Inhim we find Refugg 
d 7} in our Dangers, Confidence.in.our Fears, - 
1- | Comfort ini our Sorrows, Counſel in. oug © 
i- | Perplexities, Light in our Darkneſs, and - 
5, | Liitgin Deaths. - Could webut.as wellrejoyce: * 
” in »OUT reſens Happineſs, as he hath made 

t- | vition for z8.,. we. could no: more mili of or, 


e | thanof that which, is withour'end;. 
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- Bei ement from the Fatt lneſs « 
Rn GOD, tf f 


*E/ doth' not ſet us to plow the Rock; t6 
feed' in a dry and barren Wilderiofs 
e hath provided both' for our Safety and 
Tre llity 3 the Covenant, as well as the 
” _— Promiſe, flows with Milk and Honey 
our: converſation be without covetonſnefs, 
ror e content with ſuch things as you have; for, 
he hath ſaid, (g) 1 will »ever (in no cals, at 
no'time, upon 16 occaſion, for no cauſe, A 
mno-condition, -reſpect , or relation , b 
ameans)- leaue thee, nor forſaks thee. '6 He 
—— C his diſpen ations , but not his af 
ations, enga pe s  chaſtiſe , but 
| mor - Sites not- difmmberit'$ caſt down, but 
th off; 


; EE _ time, but ne 
Drone or a I will not tur 
away from them t0 do them od; (3) My 1s 
' Uivig kindneſs will not utterly take from: them 
Mor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail (k);, He love 
us: foo dear, indeed, hath paidtoo dear for 
oe: to eaves i in our. De g\3 Wwithch 
| Grave; Ifi ti ur Diſquicemensand Deje&ivns 
without Comfort ; inour Dangers and Diffi- 
cultics,* without ProteRion ; in our Graves, 


| _. fe) Dcut. b 8 'P LL I 5. (3) He: 13. 5. (i) Jet 
' 4: ca) 


witt 
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<_ 'ro'C oft rat Ne: jo 

4 without Preſervation and De C4 
will not leave” us ir Life 3 not leave us: 3 
Death ; nor leaveus after Death ;' notleave”: 
us when our Breath hath lefrus : "Ha wills” 

a faſter Friend than our yery Soulsare. tolls”: 
). He is with, us and ours, when Friends 
(or we) are abſent ; Enemies; Evils round © 
about us ;-/ who is: moſt neavly: related to us, - 
who melt dearly-loves- ns; \whorwillnever | 
be wanting to us in anything that's good far - 
us. In his Company there. can be no'\Dati- : 
-ger : If God be fr ms who (what) con'be-s- 
.painktut (m) ? e but{uch as nuſt-bei- 


-gainft'him(clf,nothing-buc-weakneſs , nothing © 
to hurt us; there's nov _room--for-d ETTD.4 


whether it ſhall go well withus. 
Eftrangement from” God, and 

him;-'are the cauſesof all aikietneſ toons 
ſelves. When we Tur away from himg!wwe- 
fly from our Shield, .our'Shadaw, var Rock; © 
our Refuge, and loſe-our Confidence'ofhis | 
xhac—« Þ Hog oz: (laith-the Apalſtle):the - 
armor” off Strange Armonr,: -thack 


DE Fo TS _— 
an oper! 
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4 , 


\ 6G ant 
He's ſecure from any external violence, : ſo 
far asit ſhall be never able:to-invade bis 'Spi- 
- rit, which is rais'd above this ſtormy Region, 
- where Clouds and Tempeſts have no place: 


The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace 3 
and the | 


et+ of. righteouſneſs, quietneſs, and of 
ſurance for ever (p). True peate is theneceſſa- 
Ty- Conſequence of Holineſs , but dwells not, 
where Sin is not pardoned and ſubdued, 'an 
uninterrupted courſe of Piety maintained!': 
.The Lord will ſpeak peace unto his people,and to his 
ſaints (q) 3 but no:peace wnto. the wicked (r). 
He who lives. care/eſ[y cannot be peaceable. 
There's no prote&ton againſt fear, but twnocen- 
ey. | A good man is: ſatisfied from bimſelf (s) x 
Neither ſhall. they ſay, Loe here, or lae there, (is 
Happineſs) for the kingdom of God is within 
you (t). Labour after. Truth, and Peace: will 
Follow. By not doing; our own' works, we 
;keepthe true Re## and Sabbath of the Soul. To 
' bims that overcomes (himlſelf)> 4s given the hid- 
den mannab (v). He can have no peace that 
lodges. his deadly Enemy in his Bolome. He 
only. can .haye the holy Spirit for- his Com- 
, -forter, that hath -him- for his Guide. When 
"Religion is become our. Temper and.Conſti- 
tution, and the Divine Will; our+Joy and. 
Pleaſure, our fall Content, our: jult - Satis- 


af Luke 


we Re 
fe Tay 


17. 21s (v) REy.;24 17+ 


= 


32+ 39: (4)P{.8 5-8. (1) 16.48, 22..(s)Pro. 1411 44) 
© Kdtiongl 


carrots 


to CTontelifment,- , 
faction; in _—_ Chriſt's Yoak'upon us, by * 
a pliable ſubmiflive frame and remper * 
ſpirit, a free ſincere intire obedience-to his 


:| Laws, learning of him to be meek andlow- * 
-| ly of heart, we ſhall find re## unto our ſouls (w). 


O the never-ceaſing muſfick,;' comfort, - and 


| ſatisfaRtion of a good Conſcience”! Irs'our 


Suffering, Sick-beds, Death-bed Cordial;” a 
ſofter Pillow under our Head ( though that 


d';} be upon 


- - Lo 

% ” 
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= as 


Ay Int alible (ta: 


| they are-as much amaz'd to {te-the Tapeft 
' Nip: from the Wall, as if an Earthquake had | 
violently thrown:up the Foundation of theilf | 
' Dwelling. Anevil Spitit- (theirguilty Conf 
. ſcience) haunes chem continually; which alff 7 
| their Diverſions' cannot conjure dawn, "off wh 
| drive away; fo that, though neither God 
' Dori Man. puvilh' them: ih-this Warld:;; they 
- Can be never able to pardon. ({o not ra e 


joy). themſelves, Guilt -makes them think 


Rn SaomilS ich alazrra.0f:Wracl 
[Veppearice:i F995 raves il neo exerlll * 


zur 1 -; KI DLKN9K Som 10 noir Ga 
dog omen boy xaos ep nent eee” 
-  Whin x Amen os tumbles, Villains quail; 


-  :Gailt-[and Usbelief- creates all ow Feats 
- aſtes' tis; weary: of the day,/and watelvin 
. the night ; our Sleep ſhort, the -Night] 
long/; our Drearts eroubleſome; our Warch-| - 
þ painful';' a 'pale Face, a thoughtful] - 
onding perplexed Heart 5 ſhuts: up} ,4 
- Heaven ic{elf againſt us 3 makes the Godof} . 
- Feutha-Lyer': Faith opens Heaven," glori-| - 
 fies God; fortifies, confirms the Heart, 'and] - 
; eſtabliſhes us; fills us with-Courage- ahd Ace] 
quieſcence in-him ; holds o8r Hearts in af 
holy- Tranquillity., amidſt all- the- unequal 
motions of this Life z wilt make us and up]. 
right even among the Ruines of the G9 


[9 
| 


"Y frh SOTOOY 1,0 hen Hey 
i fall otxheo ng of, /40 14,20 SA,” 
all yen and au tretn) le,and ſhrink, &: 


and 73 dc wt 
what he GR fad, an 

Q He never yet was work ; 
| Compounded. for :lels than ny wit 
en whom his.Promiſe mads his Creditors Fe 
ſbua challenges all Jrael,. to. ſhew. but the one | 
Thi brad had ale them in of 


ngs.he bad {| poke as 
200 Pers is the” hubfevee of le f 


UYoubtsnat of Fopd, 
deſpairs not. of Cloaths, thou 
Flax; wo not a Sacrifice, £ thous 
6/0 0 no Herd Thph loves 
-in ll (doubeul {RY erg 
ht eau (ets not + leg waeng? MI 
= of Bent pas ws all = Not h 4 
ury - ns, TNE:greate Impe mg n | 
FO = diſc which canner check, but qnly 
Ii- Dioalefe, ECON ct is enga 
dj [ there; are. ng; ObjeQions againſt Faith ,. nqs* 
les]  thing.imp, Jo hs himthat <xnbelievay ; 
A  Delſart, thout Þ rovifion.z;n — . 
ral] out. Light ;-ng fiery TER WET oa Con 
no valley of Tears without a dovr of "Hope, . 


(a) Jof. 234 44+. 01 Hab. 3: 2Jy 3s ( ) & : 1 
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: EDS. CT 
Ek I0-. An Jnfalfible clay | 
. | Never fear (faith Faith) to urge the Promi- 
' ſes, to put the Bond in ſuit ; Thou baFf Law 

* | on thy ſide ; Bills and Bonds muſt be paid; 4 
; £ood man, will be as good as his word, tuch 

+ | More @ good God : He that was fo free, a 
- } fo make it, will be ſo faithful, as to make it 
/ good. ._ | Fo 3 | 
Why then do we ſtumble at'every Straw? 
Why'are we of doubtful Minds ? And why 
do Thoughts ariſe in our Heagrts,? We will 
then be diſtruſtful, when we have a want, 


- 


- vent. or remove; a Diſeaſe, he cannor heal, 


he cannot ſupply ; 'a danger, he cannot pre-\. 


or mitigate ; . an Enemy, he' cannot. 'over- 
come, of reconcile ; a Red Sea, he cannot 
» dry up, or divide; a Wall, he cannot throw 
| (dowry, .or help us over; who ſways the Sce 
Pter of the Univerſe, and lets looſe, or binds 
| "Bron Creatures Influences at his Pleaſure; 
Reeps the Lyons fromeating one Prophet (z); 
and the Fiſh from digeſting another (a) ; 
the Fire from touching three Captives 'in 
a, burning Furnace '(b) ;_ ſupplies the Irae- 
tiresforty Years, where they neither ſow, nor 
reap, toil, beg, nor ſteal (c); altersthe Courſe 
of Natnre, and the Hearts of Men ; 'removes 
all Impediments for their ſuccour, defence, 
advantage ; cloaths the naked Trees; reco- 
(x) Dan. 6.22. (a) Jon. 1. 19. and 2. 10. (b) Dat 
$+ 27. (c) Deut-8. 3,4: Neh, 9.260 + | 
FSASAS Ve 


i] vers the virdure of the forlorn Earth exales £ 
7 rhe ſetting Sun in its 


; c ); {5 gives Amaziah rauch more than he ha 


 Caterpillars had eaten (g); accompliſhes his * 


TY 


rightneſs 
ſpreads every da a5 . Table Ms all may 
reach convenient in the time of Fa- 
mine plants a Corn- a; in the bottom of a 
Barrel of Meal, for Elijah *; and an Co 
yard in aCruſe , for the Widow of Sareptab ; _ 
fills empty Naomi with a famous Off loin 


with to' the Army of Ifael (e) ; and 
5 double for what he took from him (f) ;; 
reſtores to his Penitents what the Locufts and 


Promiſe of Incredible Plenty in Samaria, an 
prom: it not from Heaven neither. (b) ; : 
nces, to his People the Comfort' of 
ealth and Liberty, which Sickneſs had im- * 
= ired; of Relations and Friends, whichthe 
Gravehad devoured ; of Houſes and Eſtates 
which the Fire bad conſumed: Builds his 
Temple againſt all Plots and Scandals, Wea- 
ex and Oppoſitions ; diſcomfits the Phi- 
Sfimeby by Fonathanand his Armour-bearer(5); 
livers 4ſe with a handful , in compariſon 
of a thouſand thouſand (4) ; Hezekiab from * 
Senatherib (1); aro from the Children - 
of Ammon, and Mount-ſeer (m). "There's 


NULS _=uth "6 wh "2%. Wor 


) 2h 5 L 14. 8. 6 O. 241 


t) 2 Chri2g. | 
Kin. 7 & 
Kine 39-85. 
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toR "SHLIE hone. 13, 
{ before thou takeſt,. and takeſt tact wharthow 
Y gareſt Give: tne :2bat Thou. wilt, fo thou } 
{ give me Carry ag Framemy Heart 
to, my:4 ve an Effate to 
IR Ban Want when Lhave ka, be 
cauſe as ftee fromuleſire as ſuperfluity. Ke 
{ giov teaches amarto be without. that, Brews, : 
Fame amnatey art want 3 ant, an A-® 
ri parte rn with aliets ; is ©o be - 
ch | More enuly tick, than'thiehavingmuch withs # 
\co.1 ont being farisfied. 1 fhoutt be muchas 
h , | ſham'd any-fhould be found:mere Contents 
+ 4 among all thoſe thirhave leſs, ''Had I ſtores 
0. | 1 would not impoveriſh my-ſelf by Cover 
Þ ef; now poor, I not make a [zttle, 
ds; 4 by murmurng, but inrich my ſelf by Content : 
724 So Ihall have.enough, with leſs trouble es 
"Y r,- 4nd” reck I . 
pay for what I have; I hol al; in Chrift a 
Head *. I haveall why lows and favour; 
of: 3 s6oneitsd Ged 2, wich 
thei Rianioaref' tr ' wick 3 Far kf 
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== - an antalltble Taay - 
- the'worlt Servant. confeſed, though' he im 
$446 vet bis/Falenrt. vel not more chanf ; 
can give a good [Account of my ſpendi 
well : Are not my Receipts great enough al: 
ready"? ' Muſt Fodawle that I have not 
more to, Anſwer for ? Rich:men,-like Suny 
pter-Harſes , travel: all day under the'Bu 
on: of ſome rich Treafute::ar 
. down in a ful Stable whkaunded Backs; % 
_ the Grave with;gauled diftrefſed Conkcie 
. ces. Many at the Great:Day: will rejo 
k they had no;.more, while others ſhall v1 
| hey wrt ng i euch; Y- 


| Encouragement HY. the Righrenſrs of 
> GOD... :: ol bit 
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to Contentment, if 


any Temporal ſuffering, as may well tran- 
'f us with joy and admiration -under . 
+ nf What is man, that thou ſhouldef#} magni- . 
"fie him? and that thou ſhoulde3f ſet thine |beart 
upon him ? and that thou ſhouldeFt viſit him & _ 
very moment (r)? The Nobility of our Na+ 
*J ture ſhou'd advance us, ſhame us, into a more 
chearful exalted frame and temper: We * 
F: ought rather humbly to thank, than fretfully 
"3 murmur againſt him ; being ſo far fromde- 
1 ſerving any favour , that we are not worthy © * 
J a blow : it's too nach honour to us for him © 
| to contend with us; an ignoble Conteſt! 
What is a man that thou wiſitef} him ?* 'Tu- 
= tors, takes ſuch particular notice, ſich ſpecial  : 
24 care of him, as to reclaim, or ſtop him in 
- off His wandring, and corre&, as well as feed 
4 him ; a ſign he hath not forgot-him. The 
> Rod of Diſcipline in his hand, becomes & 
a Scepter of Honour'in-ours. | 
nel We are ' But Men \"in a ſtate of De 
4 dence, Subordination, Subje&tion, and Suf. 
egicring: And; Who art thou, O Man, that re« 
"RPHiett agamnit God ? Infinitely above us, un- 
S*3gaccountable to us , ſupreme Lord over us! 
eget belongs not to ps in our militantiſtate, to | 
gcbule our Station , but to bzhaye our ſelves | 
nel wellin it. Every one maſt not, cannot be 
Wo Commander ; and common Souldiers are 
_ (7) Job 7. 17, 18, Plat.'8. 4. yo 
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16 An Jnfallible Tay 
{ not to Counſel or Diſpute, but to Obſerve, 
and Obey their General ; whether it be to 
fight in the Field, to dig in the Trench, orto | ® 
ſtarid upon the Watch. *Tis as reaſonable to | * 
refuſe ſubmiflion to him in what he Com- " 
mands, as in what he Iflifs. The World is 
but a Stage we a on; it's very little mate- 
- rial what part ours is, ſo we a& it well: A | 
Comedian may get as much Applauſe by a&-'} 
ing the Slave, as the Conqueror. Every Con- | '© 
dition hath an uneaſineſs ; ſo that when we | ** 
courta change, we rather ſeek to-wvary, than | I® 
end our Maiſeries., We muſt expe& Briars 
and Thorns, who have changed our Cons; © 
dition, voluntarily tranſlated our ſelves into a- 
nother Soil ; ns have no reaſon to be grie- 
ved at the native Incumbrances, and Incon- 
veniences of it 3 or toexpet exemption from 
them: to meet with nothing but the Plea- 
ſures of a Garden, who. have turned - ou 
ſelves out of it into a Wilderneſs. Men reK" 
pine at what is extraordinary, and vnuſual,”* 
not general and common to all. In vain we h « 
murmur at what is natural, or at what w, *: 
cannot remedy ; and afflict our ſelves with o 
"a fatal neceflity , which involves JJonarch *g : 
anul Peaſants. The Philoſopher handlomly, mt © F 
proach'd the Impatience ot the Perſian Kinggy' © 
for the Death of his Wife ,- by undertakinf” 


to revive her, if. he could but help him } & + 
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to Contentment. 7 
the Names of Three Men that had never grie- 
ved, to Write upon her Tomb. Solon ſeeing 
a Friend of his much oppreſſed with Griet, 
carry'd him up to a Tower that over-look'd 
the City of Athens, and ſhewing him all the. 
* | Buildings, faid'to him, Conſider how many. - 
"1 Sorrows have, do, and ſhall in fature Ages 
\ inhabit under. all theſe Roots, and do not 
vex thy {cf with the Inconveniences which 
are common to Mortality, as if they were only 
yours. If there were (laith Socrates) a com- 
10 Bank made of all mens Troubles, moſt 
men would rather chuſe to, rake thoſe they 
My brought, than to venture upon. a new Divi 
wy lend. We muſt reverſe God's Fundamental 
Law, before we can hope for a total exempti-, 
Jon from Suffering. All that any man can a-. 
pire to, 15 to have but an equal ſhare : and. 
She generality of men have /o.;- at lealt, none 
prove that he. hath not ſo. . He's an ill 
Member of a Community, who would ſhuf- 
"Fe off al, Payments in Publick; 4feſ[ments * 
Fyho, in.this Common Tax God hath laid up- 
* 8 our Nature., .is not content..to. bear. bs 
Fre. We muſt build'a Warld apart,. and 


- ar be.cont t with the Elements that ſery'd _ 
y. "Fur Anceſtois tarp. or bearthe Miſcries of. 
; Flumane; Nature (ſince we participate of ity" /? 
Companies of - | 


t: nd be. one of thoſe Rvera ? 
we Fourners that m_ ty Mankind, whole | . + 


| 18 An Jnfallible ay 
{| ſhowers of Tears almoſt every where water 
(not to ſay overflow) this Vale of Tears. 


When I have leaſt, and ſuffer moſt, 'I will 
try how I am ableto live with leſs, and fuf- 


fer more; andevidence by my Chearfulneſs, 


| . in that ſome call Wantand Miſery, that Hap; 


pineſi confilts not in Superfluity, or Eaſe ; prai- 
ſing God for deeming me worthy to ſerve as 
a Tryal of humane Nature ; to ſee to how 
high a pitch Patience can mount. Good 


men little confider their Spefators, that ſtrong 


ly encounter all Advyerſities. If the Search- 
er of Hearts found us not fit, he would n& 
yer honour ns with fo hard Imployment. 
We' are { hving men] ſo may fee better 
days , or improve thele to our great advary 


tage, who might be paſt all poſlibiltty of re} 


trieving our Errors, or eſcaping eternal Miſe 
ries ;- on this fide, which, the greateſt Evil 
are below, the leaſt Favours above onr Deſerts 
Tf our Grief be ſhort, they deſerve no Þ - 
complaint ; if Jong,” their laftingneſs faſhiog 
us to Patience. Life is deater than an 


ther temporal Mercy ; the wages of fin; 


dearh : But thy life will 1 give unto thee for! 
2re: was in Gods account (5) enough 
F fileace all Barzcb'S Complaints, atndtt all & 
* Miſeries of a ſad'Capnivity. '*And-in, 
oy Qeplora ble times, the 
bd 45: 56 
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to Contentment. I9. 
ed -(t) not only to blef God, but oy ary 
Ty aloud; for that ſignal Mercy, that God keeps 
> | Life and Soul together, and keeps them up- 
I'] on their feet ; notwithſtanding all the 
ft} and Violence of their Enemies: 0 bleſs our 
s, God, ye people, and make the waice of bis praiſe 
P7 | to be heard ; which haldeth our ſoul m life, and' 
af /uffereth not our feet to be moved. © 
af We are | Sinners, | fo all the Plagues we 
Wi are capable of in this, andthe other World, 
od} are but or due : if he abate any thing of chis, 
Sy he puniſhes ws leſs than our Iniquities deſerve : 
and we have more realon to. praiſe him for 
his Mercy, than-to complam of, and repine at 
juft and equal Dealings. -A { man} for the 
{| puniſhment of his fin! it he be but a man, 
have but rational Principles, he muſt needs 
acknowledge the equity bo ſuffering for Sin; 
and of being patient under it 5 whereby he en- | 
4 deavours to hea) and-reclaim us, if he be pa- 
4 tient towards us in: our finai inſt him; 
rel whereby we oppoſe and/provoke him. The 
Thaughty Monarch, when return'd to his Wits, | 
$ harp'd upon the right ſtring : Thoſe that walk 
yin pride, he. is able to abaſe(v). The Heathen | 
[OF Prince looked upon his hands and feet, laid 
Y his finger on the right fore, when he ſaid,” 
As I have done, ſo God hath requited me (w). © 
| MY The Thzef had ſo much honeſty and ingenuity, = 
"1 (:)2\66.10,11, (6) Dat-437: w) Jubl.7 |, 
I. | NE 
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20 An Jnfallible Tay 
"as to confeſs acquieſcence under their deſer- 
ved puniſhment, reaſonable : We indeed juſt ly, 
for we receive the due reward of our beds G); 
{fphs Brethren hit the nail on the head, in 
ſaying one to another, We are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in that, when we ſaw the 

anguiſh of his ſoul when he beſought us, and we 
. would not hear ; now is this diſtreſs come upon 
a (5). May we notall ſay, Am noc Ive- 


rily guilty concerning my Eſtate,my Health, | 


my Reputation, &c? And will not Conſcience 
anſwer, Spake I not unto thee, ſaying, Do 
not fin againſt it,and thou would'ſt not hear; 
therefore behold that alſo is required, ? 
+ - - Whatſoever be the Þfruments, the Lord #s 
-iphteors : The ſtroke is ſtraight, though the 
- Rick be crooked. The Equity of his Deal- 
| (Ings is always viſible, though the Reaſon i 
"not : his Righteouſneſs is like the great Mo 
' tains, when his Fudements are a great Deex 
\(z): Though Sm be not always :the partics 
lar Reaſon why he Aﬀidats us, yet there's {uf 
ficient Reaſon for it'on account of Sin. He 
never ſtrikes, but he ſtrikes/a Simner, that 
' deſerves greater*than he ſuffers. Without 
him I am nothing, I have nothing, I can de 
nothing; I deſerve nothing, I am worle that 
-.- nothing, there would be no loſs of me if 
+ . were brought to nothing. I cannot dat 
= (z)Luke 23-41. (3) Gen. 42.21: (2) Pl. 36.6. 
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' to Contentment. 27 7 
my AfMidtions, from the firſt- day of my 
y, 1 pollution; or of my enjoyment of his Blet- ' 
\ ſings. There are, that have/never a good ' 
in} day in all their lives ;-not a day of health, 
m- gladneſs, reſpe&, among all their days of * 
be | ſickneſs, ſadneſs, and reproach. My: Suf- 
wel ferings are not ſo many ay my Sins, as my ?' 
pon | Mercies, as God may exerciſe me with, as 
ve-| have befallen others, as my Saviour's, as the 
th} Joys of Heaven. | 
ne We have receiv'd, we expect great Things 
Doj at Gods hand, but wharhath he from ours ? 
2arjh Would every- man as duly ponder how 
much he is ſhort of his Duty , as what he 
d «| wants of his Deſires, he would think it a ve- 
the Ty gentle compoſition to have the-one un» * 
eal{ ſupplyed, fo he might have the other remit-" 
is ted, and ſee abundant cauſe to fic down con- . 
tentedly, and ſay with honeſt Mephiboſheth, 
(a) What right therefore have I yet to cry any 
more unto the King ? Doth he remove a Com- 
fort we have not forfeited? Or, lay on an 
Afiition we: have nor deſerved? Whole | 
Obedience hath been in any degree: propor- 
tionable to his Obligations ? I may challenge : 
the beſt man, to-caſt up the account of his 
beſt day, andtell.me, Whether his Receipts 
have not infinitely exceeded his Disburle-. 
Jlaty ments? Whether, for any one good things 
7A {a) 2 Sam. 19. 28, , 
B 4 
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© An Infallible Tay 
he. hath done, he hath not rectived many ? | 
{ Did we diligently imploy our ſelves in refle- 
I} cGions upon God's Mercies, and our own 
Guilt, we ſhould find little leiſure, and lefs 
Teaſon to condole our Aftlitions, but ſhould 
divert our complaints upon our ſelves ; and 
(ſeeing them both ſo numerous) be aſtoniſh- 
- £edat God's govaneſs, in continuing his Ble(- 
* ſings indeſpight of all our provocations ; and 
at our own baſeneſs, in continuing our pro- 
yocations in Jeſpight of thoſe Bleflings. 

That every wicked Imagination, every 
! black Deſign, is not at once defeated and 
{ puniſhed with Infatuation and Frenzy ; that 
every blaſphemous atheiſtical Speech, doth | | ;, 
{| not wither the Tongue ; eyery prohibited | | & 
- AR, fix us perpetual Monuments of divine } 
Vengeance ; that every wilful Negle&, puts | / 
. bs not beyond all poſſibility of enjoying ano- | ,, 
| feher opportunity tor attaining eternal Hap- } 
| 


- of —- - —- &- 8-H £=S.: 


| pineſs;, (how much ſoever our puniſhments 
| are ſhort of our guilt) we owe to the lenity 
-|.and compaſlion of God. Inftead of com- 
plaining of ſo many Evils, I may well be 
thankful I lie under no more, who have de- 
'1derv'd ſo much ;- and account every thing a 
.) favour on this ſide Hell. Bleſſed be God 
* that he hath dealt ſo kindly by me, as to 
leave me any thing, and not taken away all, 
*% when all was at his Service. He ſ&s wel 
ot. Wi y 
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| to Contentment: 23 
Fifty for a Hundred : his ſevereſt Diſpenſa- * 
tions are merciful Abarements of Sin's juſt | 
Demerit. When my caſe is moſt fad, it 
might be much worſe: he breaks the Staff of 
my outward Comforts, he might take away. ” 
my inward Cordials : he afflias my Body. 

he might wound my Contcience :* this Croff, 
might have beer a Curſe : he ruins my Efface, | 
he might remove himſelf ; lops off the Bran-- / 
ches, he might caſt Root and Branch, Body ' 
and Soul into Hell. We are troubled on e-- 
TY} very ſide, yet not diſtreſſed ; perplexed, but 
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ad | /notin deſpair ;' perſecuted, but not forſaken z: 
at } caft down, but not deſtroy'd ;| pained, but: * 
th | | 1296 damned; holden in the cords of afflidtis- | 
_ ' Aion , but not under chains of. darkneſs ::. 


were it Death, he is not yet come to the end:- 
uts } of his Rod. The worſt we can feel here; is- 
10} not the thouſandth part of what we havede-- 
ap} fervdhereafter. Heviſits ont Tranſgreffions:' 
wich Rods, "ani our Iniquities with tripes-s: | 
when he might chaſtiſe us with Scorpions, - 
and take his Loving-kindneſs utterly from: us.. 
be What's a Paroxyſine of: the Gout or Stone, 
to rouling.on the ſ{calding Billows of: his e-- . 
B TY ternal Vengeance ?-. A Feaver; a Sick-bed ,. * 
50d } to a. Bed of. Flames; where the Fit never. 
s tO {pes off, the. Worm .never dies, the Fire is;. 
all,} mc qucached ?: If he will:not always chide, 
neither keep his Anger at Capone = 
; S ._ ... ; 
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* us after our Sins,. nor rewards, us according | | 
.. to our Iniquities. Let it for ever check all | t 
- querelous paflionate Reaſonings againſt him, | r 

who. inflicts but remporal puniſhments, that } { 


> might fnake us eternally miſerable : correQts us 
- wich the Rod of Aﬀidtion, who might as 
juſtly break us with a Rod of Iron, and daſh 
* Us in pieces like a Potter's VeſleL _ 


. Encouragement from the Soveraignty of GO D. 


& Quſer his Independent, Abſolute, Un- 
is limited Soveraignry. Difcontenc under 
Suffering, is a ſtriving and contending with 
- God ; oppoſingand controuling his Dealings, 
- as unequal, arid unadviled ; charging him 
with Tyranny ; as if he went out of the 
way of Juſtice, when he treads over our Line, 
-- and tranſgreſſes the Bounds we have ſet him. 
| a5 we would .(if we could) Revenge. 
ex® ſelves upon bim, becauſe we give way to 
- thar paſſion. that prompts fo Revenge. ut, 
\ may we, that made not, govern and diſpoſe 
* of our ſelves? Or chuſe cur Stations, more 
than we did what Creatures we would be ? 
- E it not. fit we ſhould be at bis finding ad 
' ordering, 2phoſe Workmariſhip we are ? And as 
 Mifirely render up our ſelves unto bs Hl, 
- 6 procteded from i: ? Shall we not —_ 
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to Contentment.' 25 
| him the common Priviledge of all Proprie- 
111 tors? Is not his Intereſt and Dominion infi- 
1, | nitely more Abſoluce, than ours, over our ? 
it | ſelves and ours? May he not do what be will 
as | with bis own? Ungrateful Wretches are we:;. 
as | to be more ſenſible of the /off, than enjoyment” 
ſh | of what, he freely lent us for {o long as he:” 
ſhould think fit | to complain of that as our | 
Injury, which is but Reſtitution, of what he-' 
made us not ſo much as a Leaſe for any ſets 
' Term, without a Clauſe of Revocation at: ? 
pleaſure, The greateſt Monarchs hold their” 
n- | Crownsand Kingdoms of him i Capite, and? 
er | may be tucn'd out at pleaſure, at leſs than: 
th] an hours warning, Do we look upon” the 
2s, | Owner and Keeper, as if he came to Rob» 
m 1 us, when he calls ic in? and not-rather dil: 
he | miſs it with thankfulneſs for lending. it us fo» 
e, | long? Hhoſe Will thould take place ?: Whoſe: 
m. | Pleaſure ſhould be pracured, Hencefarth (my 
we | Soul); deny thy (elF, _ or deny thy (9 by: 
to | Areature. | Be. whally at his Diſpols, or call: 
ut, 4 him, not thy Soveraign. He'will do what: 
ole } he ought : he can. do thee no wrong.: If 
re | he ſend, . ſay. not, What do ye?” Loofing: 
e? 1 my Life, gr, Livelihogd.;. *tis even: as. the: 
7 Lord hath, Commangded ,,and, raightway 4 
no ſtrifeiberween thee: 
il An dag S226 < 

& who 


letiego.. ;Let: there | 
and_ him; betweenthy, Wi 
E: thy Soyeraiggs.. &,; no, 


' 
£ . Ro WT” 
3 . < 
37 N 
4 IQ 
. 45 


YU 


of i 
_ 


- 


"an Jiifallible EUay 

Sa wr: y beforerhee? Haſtnot thou enough, 
ro0 much room already in others Breaſts ? 
4 ſeats thy (elf, T pray thee from me, and I 
Mall behold all *he Plains of my loweſt Eſtate, 
F even as the Garden of God. 


i ly commit our felves quietly to him. Safe- 


feet his Will, thar the prefer their own 
Ptefore it. Let him fee, that we can as com- 

ledly reſt ourſelves upon him, as if it were 
* 31 0ur own handsto db what we liſt : which is 
E orny,way to pleaſe him ; and we can ne- 

hebte aſed, Hl we thinkthat heis fo too. 
ike Uſa: 
Reaſon, whith breeds all our inward Tu- 
mules, ant! Diſorders: there's no poſſibility 
of curbing its Inſotence; but by commicting 
to him, who can atorts order the unruly 
- Wills of men.” - He that in ſpight'of all the 

ehiaancies of ence. intirety ſabmits his 
3 to God's; Gad will (ertd either forne 
- Witivard Ally of fuch inward Comfort 
and Support, a5 ſhall coutiterpoile the S_ 
Gori 44 takes not off And nathing þ 
: ine orm uy of.the 
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We can never have any ſetled peace, till 


is furtheft off from thoſe, . who ſo hrele e- ; 


tion of out Will over our. 


1 ad harming $ of 
ho harh'tt kis WilltoGod: 
ms huſh KR Wl is now 
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1, | ous forecaſt of future Events ; 28 DD 
> | that nothing can happen in contradidtion of 
I | chat Supreme Will, ro which he is wholly * 
e, | refign'd ; which will certainly chnſe for him . 7 


| with the care and tenderneſs of an indulgent” 
11 | Father, for his Child that caſts it ſelf into- © 
e- | his Arms. His Honowr , as well as his Com- | 
e- | paſſion, is concern'd in the Relief of his Ho- 
n | magers, and Dependents, who have ſutrrens 
t- | dredthemlelvesto him. Our Wills, that were © 
re | before were liable to perpetual Defeats, in * 
s | this bleſſed Combination, can never be crof © 
&- | fed, controlled, or refiſted. - By this means, 
oO. | thoſe things that are _repugnant'to_ our feaſts 
r | tive Natures, are yet very agreeable to our 
u-- | Spirits, when we confider, thar they areim: 
y | plicidy our own choice, fince they are his, 
gs | whom we have Co to chuls for tis. 
ly | having farrendred our F/58s to b&,-we ſha 
is | withour trinch patti; kt him tak hy thing 
eſe :* kts but make fare of Refignation; - 
and Cotitent wilflow 1n,' without /anly fa 

| ther Induſtry. . With our 7/:&, we at 
- | certainly deveſt our ſelves of all Soticicudes, - 
Cares, ard fruitleſs Armxietics, Which perpes 
Fo Pwr us. --Caft" our" rd 
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all our Sins , will bear atfo aft our Sorrows. 
and Griefs. Ir is our own Il and Deſi, 
it ſhould be with ns as it is, or we fearfully: 


S1ILECTIES 
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fallible Cay 


diſſemble with God, when we ſay, [Thy Will} wh 
| be done,) And, are we diſcontented that we | et 
have our #4 ? That our Prayers are An- | bir 


{wered ? Shall we ſet up our #4ls, not only | C# 
againſt his, but our own ? Be diſpleaſed our | th 
* Requeſtsare granted ? Repine that his, and | m 
therewith our 7/1 is done ? Can there be | fe: 
any thing in the #7] of God, his. Servants | m 
ſhould inordinately fear ; the fulfilling of | F: 
which is the care, deſire, and butineſs of } fo 
theirLives ? Every Commiſſion is ſigned o- | re 
- Tiginally in Heaven ; and God will not fet = 
| bis Hand to any thingthar's really hurtfulto. | £ 
| his.Children. . YN» 
-=... Though our troubles immediately proceed | t! 
from. ſecond, from natural Cauſes, they are ! 
but as Inſtruments of his inviſible hand, and | 


vern'd by. his Counſel, to do his pleaſure. 
y being violent againſt the Inſtrument, we 
rein. appoſe the; principal, Agent. . Ati: 
ons. are not-accidental or caſual,. but dire- 
Bed, difpoſed, and managed by, him, who 
» doth nothing at random, 7 or at a peradven- 
ion Beg; eh Dicks goed da 
bxcellent Ends ;..even forthe good and ad- 
- Yantage of Mankind ingeneral, and particu: 
With 97 ole, who feem. wolt to Kiſer b 
them, Men whe Maonſtee of his permil- 
five Providence, to put it in executione., He 
ts ther. io. Rigpaopinck) and Judgment, 
200 | which, 


0-4 


LIMI . * 


him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, 
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to Contentme 11 C oc 
which wg ins with ſo much Malice, Cru- 
elty, and Injuſtice. Let him alone, and let 


Curſe David (b). He doth God's Errand, 
though he vent his own Malice. Which 
may well make us Friends, at Peace, in per- 
fe& Charity with ſecond Cauſes : to be 1g 
much in love with, the.7/ll of our heayenly 
Father, 'as even to fall in love with what- 
foever lerves it: yowng chem all in his Hand, 
readily doing his pleaſure. Tis a childiſh, 
curriſh thing, to beat the Rod, or bite the * 
Stone : Wwe. will rather,admire, and delight 
in their ſabſerviency” to him, than maligng 
their ſevere Infliences upon us. - Why repine 
Ye at Injaries, Reproaches, or Sicknellts ? 
Vhy tronble ye the perſons? . They have 
wrought a.good work ; they execute his Wall; 
they have an Errand tome from him ; How 

could they” come except they were ſent'? ? 
Al DIRfmpers INAreN under his Standard $ At: | 
vance and Retire ungler the Shadow, of 't | 
Command: the voice of my Diſeafeis, "Am 
I come up hither. without the Lord ro.afflict 
thee? The Lord hath ſaid to me, Gp up a 
gainſt this »12n and afftict him (c). The great 
Gad is willing to be pleated with what we 26; 
but we are” not Pleaſed, with what: be 2brb 7 

be finds nc fault with' our Duties, though at: 
(b) 2 Sam 16, 12, (c) Ia 36: 19. : 


OE TYCIOT. 


30 , In Infallible day _ 
 rended with many Defeats, if done in ſince-" 

rity 3 we find fault with his Providences, 

thongh there's nothing in them but what 
| beſpeaksinfinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs: as if 
- God vi 1 Bog Ro not our Lord, we 
| require of him with a Confidence proper only 

to thoſe who ask heir own gre! hat wh 
offer to him, is, with ſuch an irreverent 
careleſs hand, as if we meant it rather an 
Alms, than ati Homage. Beggars muſt not 
* be Chulers : he's a preſumptuous Child, that 
will make choice of his own Rod. He de- 
_ ſerves to be caſhier'd, to have his Name blot-. 
ted out of -Chrift's Muſter-Roll, who is not 
ready chearful to march through all Ways. 
-and Weathers to accompliſh bs General's 
+ Deſigh : he's of a degenerate ſpirit, indeed, 
"whom the example of his Captain will not 
| animate ; that will take no ſhareof the Ha; 
zards and Hardſhips of his Leader ; that will 


- 


Pincus him with alacrity through all the: 


"Difficulties he traces beforg vs : to follow 
im tmurmuring, not only extremely diſcre- 
: Cits him, but is all one as if we-ſtaid behind.. 
If we bear our Burdens wich a Re rpetual vexa- 
on depriyeour ſelves of che:Crown of 
Patience, the value whereof is Ineltimable, 


a5 the, force_of .it hath; been, judged in all 
times In 


envy their 


vincible,. and made. the. proſperous. 
Sufferings'; whe ori the Dunghil, 4 
| new 


{in a Dungeon, at the Stake, ' have continn- 
ed under more gratefal, h circumſtan- - 
1 ces, than thoſe that ſcorn'd, h'd, or 
$ if] executed them : fearleſly beheld the Racks, 
we | and Engines prepared for them ; been thank- 
ily | ful to thoſe that condemn'd them ;z and re- 
we | gard their Executioners, with the ſame eye 
me | St. Peter did the Angel, thar brake off his 
26 | Fetters to reſtore him to freedom : chearfub 
or | ly receiv'd them, as thoſe who brought the 
at | Keys of Paradiſe in the ſame hand where- 
le. | with they brought their Swords: langhtd at 
z3t. | Torments 3 courted Flames 3 went out to 
ot | meet Death in the blackeſt Dreſs: chew Minds 
ys. | ftill remaining ere&, and unbroken ; bear- 
1. | ing the weight of all Sufferings with Courage, 
4 {| Conſtancy, and Rejoycing. Patience hath 
or | cloath'd the Brow with confidence t#face 
2. | the Storms ; to entertain 'the Challenges of - 
*1. 4 Earth and Hell: and hath forc'd ſuch expreb 
16. | ſions of ftrength and fixedneſs, as hath a> 
x7. | maz'd the feeble World, and ſhamrd the da- 
& |} ring Infidel into ſtrange Convidtions of the 
1 | Reward and Gain of Godlinelfs, and its ap- | 
2 | proaching Triumph ; whilſt, all the Glory 
zF | Of this terreſtrial Stace, is eafily wink'd into _ 
= | Blackneſsand Diſdain.: Sodiſtempered, cra+ 
zie, and rotten, is the impatient, unreſigned 
Soul, that he would be carried through rhe | 
World in a Sedan, being unable tobe joggd, 
or . 


i Ai 
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or diſturb'd in his way : to him, the Gral 

hopper is a burden, a light AMiction grit 
-yyvous, Every. Minute of our Tranguillit 
15 purchas'd with Patience. He that is fi 
cere, and patient, cannot miſs of Joy : 

_ .that ſhrinks from, and murmurs under hi 

. Burden; . on his Death-bed will remember 
That, by that time, all his Sorrows had been 

[t, and nothing remaining for him, but 
Reſt, and Reward. Others ſuffer more, on- 
ly the Patient receive the Advantages, and 
'Recompence of Chriſtian Suffering, 

The unquiet Xſtuations of our Hearts, 
are their unmannerly Replies againſt Gad, 
I ſee bis Hand at the bottom of the Warrant, 
that keeps the Peace in my Soul ; and makes 
me not concern'd what I ſuffer, but with 
whas Mind; how much I make of it; and 
Jhall receive for it : not to ſtrive ſo much a- 
gainſt A4fiiftion, as Diſfpleaſure. Removing 

niſhment, may leave a greater, though in- 
Fnſible in itsroom. He ſhall not offend me 
with puniſhment ; ſo he puniſh me not with 

. offending him. It may admit a queſtion, 
; Whether it be a more- admirable Chriſtian 
Exerciſe to do Good,or to endure Evil *:, Doing, 
| 1s but one part of my Work, I muſt ſuffer 


v =S © 
C 
4 


the #3. of God ; which I may well with 
more chearfulneſs, becauſe I can only in this 


| Life. Let me ſuffer his 7/44 while I may. 


ſhall but a while, but eternally do it with- - 
J out ſuffering ; where my Paſlive as well as - 
my Active Obedience, ſhall be remembred, 
and rewarded. The Almighty's Sequeſtrati- 
4 ons, are but better Compoſitions. I know, 
9 all ſhall work together Jo my good ; there- 
1ber] fore,if it be for my good, let this Cup paſs from 
been} me, if it be for my good, let it remain with 
but} me, until thou haſt purged out my corru- 
, on-j ptions, perfected my Patience, beautified my * 
Faich itrengrhned my dependance, raiſed me 
entirely from all cadly delights,to heavenly. 
ts, O! when ſhall I have done quarrelling, 
rod | and murmuring ? Fretting, and repining 2? 
ant,| 'Carking, and caring ? When ſhallI be hum- 
kes} ble, and meek ? Conformabls, ſilent, and © 
ich] dependent ? Contented, and cheerfully come * 
ind} . plyant ? When ſhall I, not out of neceſſity, or, 
1 4-| - with reluFancy, but-choice 5 not only ſubmit, 
ing -but aſſent to, and juſtifie thee in all thy Di- 
in- ſpenſations? Not only hear, and accept'of: 
me the Rod, but kiſs it? Look up, adore, and 
ith} think worthy thoughts, and honourable of 
Mn, | thee ? When ſhall thy Intereſt he ſo whol- * 
anf ly planted and eftablilhe in my Soul, as no; 
7, othegemay be able to grow there ? When 
Fo Ahall'T quit all ſelf-ends, ' and be freely at the; 
thi diſpoſalof thee? Reckon, and endeavourit? 


us | as my only Intereſt co ſerve thy Will ? My 
7 greateſt perteion to be nothing in my ſelf, 
oO 


354 - Un Jifallible caay 
. to have nothing of my own diſtin from 
thee, to commit all to thee, to be great in bn 
thee, to be filled with thee ? Not to reckon 
any thing I have, but deſpiſe. it in compart 
fon of thee ; live to, and for thee ; enjoy 
all things as in; and under thee ? Im 
Behold, I ftand ready here for thy Service; 
I am prepared for any Imployment, 1 am} — 
girt for any Encounter ; do with me what] .. 
thou wile ; deal as thou pleaſeft with me; 
raiſe me, or depre{s me ; life me up, ' or caſt 
-me down ; lead me to the right hand, of 
.to the left ; turn me to what ſide thou pleas! 
feſt; I amthine, and at thy diſpoſalt': thou 
haſt lene me to, but not for my felf. If 
thou wilt afflit me, affiit me ; if thou wilt 
- try me, try me. If my Patience muſt ferve 
- thee in Poverty ; if my Diſgrace muſt glori- 
* le Truth; if my Shame muſt honour. my 
"God: my Poverty, ſhall be my Riches; my 
Diſpgrace, ſhall be my Honour ; my Shame, 
ſhall be my Glory ; my Afiction, ſhall be 
| my Happineſs ; my Service, ſhall be my 
Reward. Uſe me as thou pleaſeſt, fo thou 
"uſe me to thy Glory : and /» I am ſure thou 
wilt; for, otherwiſe thou canſt not do. Thou 
; canſt not deny thy own Glory, and there- 
fore thou canft not govern me amiſs, who 
always eſteem my ſelf well uſed, where I 
rye thy Honour in the World, though d 
ng 
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the loweſt Office, or ſharpeſt Aﬀidtion, I 
ſubmit to thy dire&ion, I follow thee with- 
out reply, diſpute, or delay, or heſitation ; 
for, what ſhall T get by reſiſtance, but tobe 
drag'd weeping, and to bear, being evil, what 
I mightdo ſincerely by being good. 


— 
— 
_ _ _— —— 
—_— 


Encouragement from the Wiſdom of GO D. 


Onſider his infinite Wiſdom , whereby 
he diftintly knows all things paſt, pre- *: 

ſent, and to come. All obſcure Admini- 
ſtrations which {cem fo full of caſual neglect, * 
promiſcuous ſ{catterings, and wild contin- 
gences, is no diſorder to him but an admi- 
rable contrivance and regularity. The 
thoughts of Men, the hearts of Kings, are 
in the hands of God. - By his certain diſpoſe, 
there's a neceflity in every ſeeming undeter- * 
min'd COTS. He who is unawares, } 
accidentally ſlain by another, is delivered 
- into his hands by God (e). An Arrow ſhot 
at random, was direfted by him to fulfilthe 
Predi&tion of Abad's death (f). Amidft po«. 
pular Tumults, and Inundations, Commos 
tions, and publick ns, ' the Lord reign» 
eth,' det the earth rejojce," let the multitude: of the. 
© (4) Gen. 22. '13, 14+ '1 Sam. 9. 15, 16. | (e) Exoc 
a me (f)- WES 22% 2h P16 12 oy 
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36 An Jnfalltble Tray 
bills be plad thereof (g). Though things ſeem! 
hudled together, and to run at random, 
there's a wheel in a wheel, (b) (that turns &-: 
very, yea, the leaſt wheel ;) 'inthem theeye 
of Providence, that with deliberate care, and; 
forecaſt, dire&ts them in their turning and: 
revolutions to the beſt and moſt certain iſſue, 
Hu kingdom releth over all (6). 

* "Which may juſtly check our extravagant 
thonghts that would either preſume to know 
all the reclufive ends of Omniſcience, or pe- 
remptorily judge of the fitneſs of means to 
* ends unknown. 'And may reduce us (dif: 
compoled) to compoſed minds, notwith- 
ſtanding all changes,. alterations, or ſeeming 
- confuſions 3 to conclude that Oeconomy wi- 
feſt, that's choſen by a Wiſdom ſo boundleſs, 

- that can at once ſurvey all Expedients ; and 
ſounbyaſſed, that it hathno intereſt to chuſe 
any, but forits being fitteſt. The great Phy- 


- 


| pers, and diſtempers ; weighs and meaſures 
| out the quality, quantity, and durations of 
their Sufterings : diets and orders them, as 
| he; ſees moſt behoveful for recovery. or pre- 
vention : is too compaſlionate,- too: wile, to 
ket his-diffrafed Patieuts preſcribe their own 
courſe of | Phyſick ;..or. have their clamorous 


(e) Blal.97. 1. (b) Ezcka, 26, (3) Plal-203-1 8. 


will: or, to'decline .opr , fopd and pieyiſh 


—— 


ſian of Mankind, knows their various tem- _ 
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to Conterftment.. 37. 
vils, ſhuffle, and diſcompoſe thoſe myſte- 


MI:ious, profound Contrivances, whoſe Wil: 
{dom engages the attention, and exadts the - 
4wonder of Angels. 


How long then (my Soul) will it be, e&'re 


Ithou make an end of- murmuring words 2? 
{1Mark, and afterwards (if thou canſt) ſpeak 


on. Shall God alter the Methods of his go- 
verning the World, to humour and comply 
with ignorant, inconſtant man ? Shall the 
earth be forſaken for thee ? Shall the rock be re- ' 
moved out of its place (k) ? Shall the Ax life 
up itſelf againſt him that heweth therewith ? 
There's a Teſt indeed ! He that formed the 
intelle&ual eye, ſhall not he ſee ? He that 
made intellectual Spirits, ſhall not he under- 
ſtand? Helooks upon allthe World at once, 
ſees what reference one part hath to another; 
and diſpoſes the affairs of particular Nations, 
and Perſons, (how fatal ſoever Calamities, 
and their conſequences may be to them) as 


1 may ſerve and attain his great deſign. 


He overlooks Satan's Conclave, what evil 
deſigns are hatched and plotted againſt his. 
dr ad and can, not only fruſtrate their ut- : 
moſt policies and endeayours, but makethem 
fruſtrate themſelves ; to accompliſh thoſe ye- 
ry ch they were deſign'd to.defeat z. S0 

t, what they ſeek to decline, they. pro- 


(4) Job. x8, 2. &c. = 
mote - 


'% _ An Infalf Way ; 
moteby their ſtriving agaifſt. Thus the con} mn 
trivers of Babel went to make themſelves of ne 
Name, and to prevent diſperſion, had laiff the 


their Plot ſo hopeful, that they had engage mi 
no leſs then Mankind; and Deſigns as raiſed} bu 
as their intended Fabrick, as high as Heaval mi 
(and o high indeed they buile : for God {aw| th: 
them all the while) butthe Policy of the am as, 


bitious Builders, being contrary to the cha no 
nr where of K ; 2 on mY 
- he made ule of that ve b 
racy.that brought them together * to effed D 
that which they conſpird to prevent; fo that 
now, the remoteſt parts of the. inhabited 
World, are but the Colaniesof Babel, whoſ 
-  ſcatterd Architeas have indeed made then 
{elves a Name, but upon a quite-contr: | 

' Account than they intended, or expeRted 
Thus, the purblind envy of Foſeph's Brethren 
having made themſelves reſolve to preyett 
| this future Dream of Superiority over then 
made them think, that, by ſelling him fors 
Slave,” they had taken fſafficient order ht 
Jhould never come to be their Mafter. H 
, being fold into Eyypr was made-v1c of, ' by 
the wife ' Orderer of humane Afﬀeairs , t 
_ make him'in effe&, Lord, both of xt, a 
hers./ His nearneſs to flaughter, his being 
-metchandiz/d, his danger by the rage of his 
{ Miſtreſs, his impriſonment; his faffering ſuch 


4 
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| to Contemement.. 39 
x misfortunes as might ſeem an overſight and 
| negle& of Providence ; as if it had forgotren'- , 
the promotion Foſeph was defigned to, did all 
mightily conduce not onlyto his advancement, 
1 but ſafety and preſeryation of that whole Fa- 
mily, which was then the viſible Church. * So 
that, if each of his Brethren had given him 
4 as much Money as they fold him 'for, it had- 
{4 not been fo great a Kindneſs, as he' received: 
from their intended Cruelty. Thus theproud 
Favorite of | Ahaſaerus eat the Fruit of that 
a Tree , which himſelf planted : queſtionleſs 
af thought he could ſcarce 'miſhis end, when: 
ited _ d for Mordecaj that fatal Gibbit 5 
gd which jf he had not erected, probably him- 
1 {elfmighchave eſcaped; 'nor been forced to 
hold the ftirrop to his only eye-fore, and to 
ted] be Herauld of his Honour 'and atlaſthang'd - 
hen] up a publigk Spectacle of ſcornandcomempt, 
yer] withont”any” remains or appearances of his 
i former Honour; unleſs this was ir, that the 
-2} Gallows he hung on, was' ſo many Cubits 
of higher, 'than'for the Rabble of vulgar Ma- 
bl tefactors. Thus David, afterhe was promis'd, 
' byl and anointed tobe King, could ſcarce live a 
oj quiet life with his-Counrrey-men : 'inftead of - 
xd] being brought'up at" 'Court', 'as a King's Son , 
ing] he had nor the fayour of a common SubjeF : 
| but, "tinted up and down, till at laſt driven 
quite ont of his Kingdom, into the Wilder- 
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49. Af aittoug Way 
nels bke a common Qut- 5 And © thee, to, 
lowed by a pagnSp =" of ng Jazpes os 
* ready, on every trifling occaſion to Revole 
from him (as before: from S$2wl) if not, 'to 
ſtone kim; ſpoil'dof his Goods Wives, Chil. 
dren, &7. yet was thizdiſtrgls in the: 
contrived to his; Age-: ior, yang at- 
thrwards purſued the; ,dms/ckites,. ba not only 
DD ES 
u from them, ; as ſerved him tor nch Pre: 
ſents, to renew and SR the friendſhip of 
: his Well wiſhes | 


C_ make; 
| fjb;, andlpan 
- 3nto-Þ = bans  migh af 


careleſneſsin might hemy of an 
- yer, this his offence. was. {@: wel an 
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m-uhe event, 'thet it mightily. a 

main enil of: pop EG a, 1 

moſt direftly to TY 
miraculous deliveraacet hp 

bly by the farmers, was a ©. hg 

his Preaching proved ſo.{u ul, 
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to Conteuementr. 41 
the King of Heaven ; he-brings Stones-eo 
build God's Temple, 'whitſt he intends-*to 
raiſe his own Exchequer ; his'Political A- 
&ion, had an Ecclefraſtical Afpet; hisend 
in Taxing the World, which was' toifill his 
Coffers and jnrich himſelf, is uſed-byx God 
as a means to-fulff the Prophofie-of Cheilt's 
Birth at Bethfenm: ' Thus the diffention'be- 
tween Paul an Barnabas, when the Chrifti- 
an Charch was in its ors and Infan- 
cy ; thatthe rwo chief Founders andMam- 
 bersof it, fliogl&falFarvarianes amor 
ſelves, feenrf ih aft unſeafonable- Breah, 
that An Enetity"could "not have wiſhed 2+ 
worſe; what" Fg pa ans tha'pr6- 
mulgation of eG of Peace, 'thanthe 
contentions bf thoſt iatpreached it? Yet, 


by theſe two 'parfing'"aftmder", 'Mke'itwo 
mighty '{treams, ho Yes hoc 
ways, mightily” Faced 'torhe'w 


che'barren, thirſty Corners of 4 he 
Thus the old'Sergent himſelf; eygnin hits 
-Maſter- piece, tind*HMi | 
ans <2, 'no -Qagbt 
tis own ſubtflty art 
the Uikelieft At Uey1 


bal "end'; when; p 
I, Friends (to ma 
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iChrift) upon' ſach'terms, ior uae f 
God ſhould be the Viaim of wed fon 


42 An-Infallible Way 
federacy, he had brought the Fews and Gen- 
tilextg-conſpire againſt their common Saviour 
ingaging them in a ruinous and tragic Con- 
ſpiracy to kill the Prince of Life ; and by 
| that vaparellel'd Crime, at once to deſtroy 
the) Devif's. chief Enemy, and make God 
Thezrs : yet the Event i cient! manifeited, 
.this-pu ued Prey overcame the {ſeeming Con- 
querour, and made all his | eg Sha- 
-rers in the Conqueſt : Death and the Devil 
by getting, loſt the. Victory ; for, whil'lt 
Death. fed but as a Waiter on Sin's Trencher; 
Or, with Noah's Crow, on the Carrion: of 
;Qorrpe ion, the whole World was both its 
mA and Kitchin.; but when it 
oy needs ( with Tudas ) be ſwallowing 
"os indligethaNls piece of Immortality that 
| cxvuls not ſee A pay) (the Lord of Life) 


b Ep hed choked by.the Attempr ; he broke 
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der. xja88 | his Bowels guſhed our ; ; 
, Dead that Nope aroſe ; +. and that ſting of 
=Death ſtuck faſt in that empry Grave, that 
Death h it {elf in. Victory : lo that, 
ig wr I > fins are. there buryed, are 
[ [ 9g y,, O Death, where 
- 266b)- Yi. 20 fee 3 Wd s thy vittory Oo 
jraghs 1 weeps Ye: 

SL ears ſes 3 The pay /S his own Mother 
£ ar Nurſing. her Own «-y 3: brings -him; up 
49. 3.49%: 45+ $$» _— & of 4 
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like a Prince in Egypt, to be Prince of [raet.” 
God makes his Enemies foſter, and bring up 
their own Supplanter,and Deſtroyer. Where, 
ever the Church's Enemies are, in reſpe&of 
their place; or , whatſoever, in oy. 13 of 
their perſons ; howſoever joined, or diszoyn- | 
ed in regard of; their affe&tions; alb their 

projects and praftices, even amidft their mu: 
tual Jars, conſpire.in a Sacred Harmony, as 
if they were entred into a Holy League, or 
Solemn, Sacred Combination for, and ſhall 
all end in, the good of his Choſen. Saith 
Martin Luther, to the Eleftor of 'Saxony (per- 
ceiving the Caule of the Church to go back-' 
ward) Let your Highnel(s. be ſure ,. -the 
Church's Buſineſs is far otherwiſe ordered'in * 
Heaven, than it is by the Emperor, and States 
ct Norinberg., And Lam glad that Chrilt is 
King ; for otherwile, I had been utterly.out 
of Heart and Hope, (faith 2yconim- in'a 
Letter to Calvin) upon view of the Church's 
Enemies.. ; 

Limic not God to means : Iet him chuſe: 
his own Weapons, to fight his own Battle. 
So-long as he hath a Cau{e in the Warld, he 
can never want ways to maintain-it, who- 
by his Death conquered all his Enemies, and 
the Kingdoms of the Earth , with one File 
of poor Fiſher-men, whoſe greateſt Art and 
Policy lay, in mending their Nets, and.lay- 
| 3 18 


| An 'Infallible- Way 
ing Snares for the ſitty Fiſh. The Chiurctrs 
Enemics carmor approve themſelves fo mali- 
eiotis,/as they are : He fometimes ſo holds | 
thenv itf, chat-Standers-by , think them fa- | © 
-youfable: It is in the power of my hand (faith G 
' Laban to fatob) (tm) to do you hart : but the I 
- Goll of your Fathers ſpake anto\ me peſternight, | *% 
ſaying , take thou beed, that thon ſpeak mot to l3 
Jacob eithir good of bad. Thank him for | © 
nought; he could do him hurt; but God would | E 
"not let him. Let men uſe what means the 
_ he hath ſtill the ſecuriry of che me 
zoever rules, he over-rules ; and will pre- | if 
yent or order, diſorders. r 
© And, ſhall we have {o fond regard toour | © 
ſelves, as riot to be Content, that the Wiſdom | © 
of God, ſhould ſerve his own turn' in” mana- ] 
ging All? Beſo narrow, private ſpirited, as 
' toexpett all his Providences in governing the | - 
:World, ſhould center in our preſent particu- . 
lar Conveniency,. and Happineſs? Humane | 
- Events, and ſeveral Perſons Intereſts, are (6 | 
interwoven by him, that they have a matu- ] * 
al dependance among themſelves : and their 
meetings, which we think Caſual, are twice 
pk ashis Decree, and formany ends. 
"We muſt conſider our ſelves as pieces of the 
'Vniverſe ; and Engines which that great 
Workman ſets on going, for executing his 
(1m) Gen, 31+ 29. 


ends ; 
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ends; W ich ae allgood, alt means tend- 
ing:,to.t ine Res ſo alſo. We maſt 
therefore bear our Chis not only with Pa- / 
tience, but . Joy. and ThankfulneF, as ac-. 
counting . our ſelves 8p y, we are Inſtre-: 
ments in his Hand, todo his Work, and: 
adyance | is Glory : which muſt needs hi 
ly pleaſe: 7H doing. that' willingly, wh ch 
others, do. out of conſtraint. How great an 
Evil is Djſcontent with our Allotment ? By 
deſiring to haye our Will in fuch a particu- 
lar, we. perhaps ſhould croſs God in a thou 
fand, he, harh,, to. bring abour 3- becauſe tis. 
poſlible, a.thouſand Minds ty yy depen 
on that one thing we would Fa be o- 
RN therwiſe thanit is. I will be henceforth 
\. | ling to. be crofſed in ſome few things, that. 
t his work may g9, on in, all ; and his end at-? 
e | tained or furtheed in many hints, -f = oe 
. | thing Jam croffed,in.. *Tis impotli es 
e | humour ſhould. be ſavishied, 7 Lakk 
4 lar deſires, beſides their oppoſition ro ONE 2- 
.. \ nather, are inconſiſtent with the general de- 
c | dign Thar difference which there isbetween 
« | particular things, times,,.and perſons, much 
. Lays ua tQ che beauty, and.convenjency of 
RE pods BI 
| dere em prejudic 
. = wi Crocs of Aﬀairs in. their operati- 
thall prove in che iſſue, for the beft to 
C.4_ "thole 
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thoſe that love God. We forget we are all 
Servants tothe ſame Maſter, who os all 
theConcerns of men by an unerring Wiſdom, 
and-is alone to determine the place we ſhall 
ſerve him-in. We think, that Providence 
which governs others, ſhould ohly ſerve ns ; 
and Jiferibure to. us, not what it, but our 
{elves think good, - We murmur at a Prince 
for indulging any thing to a private Favou- 
rite, to the ablick diſadvantage 3 and we 
murmur at God, fornot doing the like. *Tis 
.great. Inſolence in-me,, to think he ſhould be 
* more concern'd to humour me, then thoſe 
© mulcitudes of others, who have the ſame ap- 
A prrueanda ections. Moſt men defire more, 
- but every man deſires to keep what he hath ; 
And, how ſhould one part of the World be 
fupply'd, without the diminution of the o- 
\ ther ? If God fatisfie not all; why ſhould a- 
| ny particular perſon look, that bs appetite 
alone ſhould be indulged roo? The common 
"Father of mankind diſpoſes things, for the 
.public advantage of this great Family ; and 
.there cannot be a more vile contempt of his 
Wiſdom, . than (ullenly to diſpute his choice 


*gleperſons, without referencetothe Commu- 
| nity whereof they are Members; elſe, they 
- would rather endeavour to become their places 
| wherein they are ſet, than be perpetually pro- 


and orders. Men look upon themſelves as fin- | 


jecting | 


TINA #< 
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| we afford him this liberty, there wouldbe- 
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jeting for a Change. Would we tly- 
and diligently 5a, our ſelves where Go! 
hath ſet us, we- ould find it a diret Road. 
to Advancement z of to have a. better effe&,. 
that is, ſweeten our preſent Condition, di- 
vert our minds from mutinous refle&tions-ore-. 
others height, and our own lownefs.. God- 
hath placed none of us in ſo barren a-Soy},.. 
{o-forlorn a State, but there's ſomething ih it- 
which may afford us Comfort ; if we hudband- 
that to the utmoſt, it's ſcarce imaginable what- 
Improvement, ever-he that appearsthe moſt- 
miſerable, may make of his Condition:. But,;.. 
if in a fallen humour , we quarrel at. what: 
we ſhould enjoy, and will not cultivate. our-- 
own Field, becauſe we have more mind to- 
our Neighbours, we may. thank our ſelves IF: : 
we ſtarve, or die of diſcontent. *Tis ſurely - 
but a modeſt demand in the behalf of God. 
that we ſhould allow him as much priviledge-- 
in this World, as every. Peaſant claims in his - 
Cattage , to be Maſter there , and diſpoſe of. 
bi Houſhold as he thinks fit ; to ſay to this-- 
Servant, ſtand thou., work-chou. there 3-to+: 
another, do this, and he do it; and would: 


an. immediate end put to all Clamours and: * 
Complaints. And, when ws are content- 
with God's Allowance, then like the Ifraclitzs--. 
Mannah, it is very good, there's a Blefitng- * 
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In it ; bar, when we will be reaching out, 
gathering more; 'or, .wolild keep it longer 
than God would hive us, there will be Worms 
| *(fiothing thar is good) in it. 


, Wiſh Events according to the ſecret order” 


of the grand Diſpofer, looking on all, not as 
Caſualties, but Commands, and thon ſhalt al- 
ways have thy Wilt, nothingcan fall out con- 


trary to #, .if thou totally denyelt ir, and 


- transform itunto bz ;- and def” # no-more 
Ih thy heart, then thon may'ſt lawfully ask 
of him in prayer.. Ler's not create ſuch Di- 
ſeaſes to our {elves, as we cannot declare ty 
our Phiyſitian; - When we Addreſs our ſelves 
to.God' for Relief, lers: ſeriouſly; confider, 
- and ſingle out thoſe defiresthat are worthy of 
that-{olemn deprecation ; and we ſhall ew 


4 


find; we have. in that, 'prejudg'd all onr for: 


* "mer diſcontents, as frivolons, or wicked. 


And then, ſtire we cannot think fir"to har: 
-botr them, but muſt for ſhame diftniſs them, 
fince they are ſich, as we dare nor avow to 
him, from whomalone we canexpetRelief, 
. The more impatient my longings are, the 
Tels: in Reaſon ſhould” be my. hopes; for, 
 4utiny is no luch indeating quality, as to 
render any.man a Darling to God. The dif 
- contented. man , is angry with God, for 
which, to be ſure, God is angry. with him. 


- Nothing pleaſes him better, than a — | 
"IM | ; miſlion * - 


OO ny; 
lg: 'P bathath 
er my rye dY x Btirfod ;*nor pincy 
ns rg matty) a BletReth The Fa- 
ther Saoities to corret the Froward Child. 
er Submiffion! gains us the-thing we deſire, or 
as | -what' better for' us. whig we per by diſcon- | 
al- | +75 we {@Rformt & "Thr {5 He will 


f- ok CaNNy he We Ta ſbmitt eo his : 
nd | riot caftly > Outt* wet; when Wwe cart defy 
Tre [your EI one Ttay longer at Heaven's 
ask | Gate, thari' Re Ywho- Gal be Bs *4' at firſt 
Di- | knock *\. Hepes $beft; who defivers in! his - 
to | Petition, att Itays,-until Got: pleaſe to/fift- - 
ves | fwer:” "We" bften fhorten -ont* Mercies, by 
er, | hffhing thent*" hEdoubks thn; by delay- -7 
7of | ing + and riestisamends borls for ou? PHay-- 
>, ks Pal ek ck " ah: 

Of- Oo Pojicy can pt6vide"aga dw F 
ed. bir that, FRET y 6-7) to-f 1 
1ar- Pine oa 96: they ate, and' if wg, 4 
- re felves, ad 2wAK,: into 
7 tO y ee: Gout; WHErS A FLOOR Bee-] 
let F tity, lie down 5 in Peace ; and concord Nets oy 
the ha To fath, there ny no Enemy, nothi 
for, | $ tohitrary;; All thitjes" ſetye chem, and 
ont to themn'as[they would having no 4 
ai} f their own, refer thi to tie will 
for] of Got: HH &1s Fa ah, or _ 
very,” but td flak down'r "Tad be 6. 
; $fincanta, uicertdih "EL 
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< tereſts, He that acknow God's Proyi- 
dence,. Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, hath a ſut- 
ficient Amulet againſt all Solicitudes ; much 
more, Repinings. We may well queſtion 
our Own > —=Iy when we repine, that 
. our Souls are {ecured at the coſt of our Bo- 
kindoſt deſign befath upon te. Of icipm 
kin ign he hath upon us. 

are not more ſevexe, ks (ces bs nn, 
in-order to our. good. . ' So that, not only Re. 
ligion, but Self-love teaches it to be our Choice, 


-as well as his. He ſees to the bottom of us, | 


.and thoſe things; we deſire, what operation 


* «they would have upon us; whilſt we, that | 


neither know our {clyes,' nor. them.,- make 
but random: gueſſes, and worſe choices, 
He's more wile to diſcern, and more careful 
_ toproyide what's realy good for us, then we 
- our ſelves. He conſiders not, what might 
Pleaſe, but, . what may. zot burt us ; | our late 
ref, more ther. our Importunity 3. whillt we 
might periſh by the grant of our deſires. The 


EXPCrience We have had of his Care and Pro-1 


vidence over us, and the folly of our own E- 
letion, may well bring us to .diſtruſt our 
ſelves, and rely. upon him in all our ſecular 
* -Afﬀairs. We truſt thoſe whom we have 
"cauſe to think underſtands things benign Frag 

our ſelves ; and rely upon ( rs and 


* Phyſitians, &c.) men in their own woky 


” 


od 


ts Conte ' 


becauſe we account them more compe 
Judges 3 PIAEr s. Enpaynby-a lp t- ? 
- Shall we be preſcribing to God 2? be 
ion fpleaſed, if his Diſpenſations do not exaR- : 
bat] Iy anſwer our Fancies ? Whilft we impa- 
Bo-| tiently complain. of our wants, we tacitly, 
un-} blaſphemoully , AY tax God , to. 
pes | ' want Wiſdom, Power, or Goodnels, where- 
ry, | by he ſhould ſupply us. 


us, | Encouragement from the Gooaneſi of GOD. 


hat | nſider the Love, Mercy,” and Good- 
ikel VL nefof God. The Divine EuJuie, the 
ces, | felfmoving propenſity and good pleaſure of 
ful | his Vill, firlt turned the heart of God, anc 
_ combin'd his Attributes into a Federal Aſc 
ciation, to work all one way, for the 'good 
of Believers. All his Providences acted upc 
the Stage of the World, are but ſeveral mas 
nifeſtations of it, in different dreſſes and dif 
guiſes. Inſtruments of Cruelty are not in 
his Habitation. He ſhaves us with a Razor 
that is hired (n=). And, when hecauſes grief; 
lar} hath Compaſſion. , "The whole Creation is 
ave "viſible Monument of his Perfe&tions (Wik 
dom, . Power, .and Goodnels) and a {uffic 
ent Argument and Foundation for our reli 
(1) Ifa. 7. 20, * | | 


— 
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"HEE ttf50t & Orr belþ'is i 3he ek 
4 wet e ht&foet $7 arth (0 1 
So Baa bat his mercy ris NE GEE 
- by exteriteÞro firch Foun in uttte fs ; 


& ar6 , and particular fubje&s of 
ki care, ne dd compallion ; the 
Fathevitfe ah& Widow), the Priſoners, the. Pott, 


Friendlefs (p). So that,: that which am 
- men. 15 uſually the chief occaſion to take 
+rheic affe&ion and kindneſs, is a principle 
Argoment,-. and frequently made uſe of by 
men, to intitle us to his fayour.; O go 
ar Fon me, for trouble is High; at band, and 
ee i none.to belp me : Iam m miſery, O beat 
| {6 ſpeedily (4). He peg where others de- 
we; heis SonGerive where merr ars care- 
_ he fix6s his eyo, ahd opetis his ear, 
Yoke xproudCreature hath neithereyeto lee, 
of Ear tohear. The Poor are not forgotten 
by Cod $love : he reſpe&s the meaneſt Arti- 
PET equally, with the gan Potentate. He 
7 not e che helplefropp felled. That which 
a good cauſe in if falf; .is always fo t& him, 
+ It whoſe it will fl. +: Whole ountains of 
WA up in oy dll ; Tir his Hand, 
a of Ju ſtice, "HE : judges very 
= rg He.ſets avid pi 6 the AY 


(0) Pal. 124. ?. (p) La IO, 1 and 3 7 
and 146. 9. ho Pſal. 22, LI» ” 4 


at « 
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aid "thes* Stranger, he 4s the: kiper of the | 


0 y | | ONs--. 


to-Contentitent; F3 
ons of the Miſcrabſe: He hears the Cries of 
the Indigent: The Sighsof the Priſoner, "it | 
4-1] the deepeſt Vault, fotinds in his Bowels. He 
/. | whiſpers cornifort ts the dbieful moans, delet- 
of | ving cominiſeration. O Lord of hofts, bleſſeil 
he | * the man that trafteth in thee (r). | 
| What means then theſe ſcruples of his 
fe | kindneſs ? Theſe ſtruglings under our Bur- 
"s den ? Why are we ſo prone to look upon 
him with lood-ſhotten eyes, in'the rain of | 
le | his Creatures? As if he were ſome auſtere : 
»y | tyrannical Being, apter to affright and ter- 
go | rifie, than allure, and attra& us; and had 
»d | only ſanguine Laws, writ with the Blood of 
2# | his Subjets? Why muſt the {mart of the * 
& | Fleſh,” pervert the Judgment of our Mirids 2 * 
& | The feelingof bodily Evils, deſtroy all ſenſe 
r, -| of his unchangeable Goodneſs ? Far? Shall * 
e, | we receive gbod at the hand of God, and ſhall 
n | we not receiveevil (4)? Indeed, weſhall re- * 
j- | ceiveevilwherher we willor-nd;; © Bat, ſhall 
e 
h 


we not (kifs the hand; and) receive it /o, *%; #. 
in the fame manner , with the' ſame mind! 
, | as wereceive good ? With heart, and hand z | 
| chearfully, thankfully, gladly ? With-much 
reverence, veticration, and refpe& to God, 
7 | and his ways of Providence towardsus? This: 
s were at abfard thing once” ro. imagine ; a 
blind man' may ſee this; *cisfo plain, a fool 

(r) Pal, 84. 12: (5) Job 2: 10, 


. 


may. 


4 
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may underſtand it : the reaſon lies all ig 
ſight, chat wg ſhould thwrreceive Evil, from 
the Donor 


then all the Evil we ſuffer, which alſo is but 
another method of doing us good. And wel 
come him, as well, - when he comesto take, 

as give: Carve Contentment out of every Diſh 


ſer before us: Chearfully diſgeſt the hardeſt | 


fare : Ble(s. God full or faſting. Shall we 
not eat the Cruſt with the-Crum 2? 


Laugh weto lick. the ſweet, and ſhall me lower, 
If God be pleas'd to ſend a litthe ſhower. 


How great a ſhare may all, who are not 
wanting to themſelves, find they have in 
| the mercies of God, that conſider the multi- 
tude, and_magnicude of them ? How much 
| are they oblig'd by. them ? How [tle reaſon 
have they to. murmur againft him.? How 
” wach, to be:thankful for them? Due Propor- 

tion, iniggrny, of Parts, perfeRion of Senſes, 
ſtrength of Nature, exerciſe of our Faculties, 
mediocrity of Health and Appetite, vigour 
of Dilgeſtion, Mercies.in. the, members of 
our Bodies, in the faculties of our Souls, in 
our Neighbour-hood, Habitations, Families, 
Friends, Relations, Eftates, Names, and In- 


Yonor. of all our. Good, The leaſt part off 
which we have not deſerr/d4, but much morel-; 


© 


tereſt in. the Hearts and Prayers of God's 
People, 
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People, (What a complex mercy is that ?) 
ps days have been ae with a Care- 
ful Providence; we live upon his bountiful 
allowance ; which makes this World an-ea- 
fie paſſage to another. The light of the Sun, 
the influences of Heaven, the advantages of 
the Elements ;' Air to breath in, Earth'to 
tread on; Fire to warm us, Water to cool 
and cleanſe vs, Cloaths to cover us, Food 
to nouriſh us,- Sleep to refreſh us, Houſes 
to ſhelter us, variety of Creatures 4o feed 
and delight us-- How many loſe their lives, . 
to preſerve ours ? How many Mercies go 


"to the 'making up one meals meat ? - From 


how many Countries doth Providence ſerve, 
in the proviſion of our Table 2 Whata com- 
plex of ſecond Cauſes, doth God ſubordi- 
nate for the producing the coarſeft piece of 
Bread, which the pooreſt man eats: I will 
bear ( ſaith the Lord ) the beawens, and they © 
ſhall hear the earth, and the earth ſhall bear the 
corn, and the wine, and the oyl, and they ſhall 
bear Fezreel (t). There's not a Mortel we 
eat, but is provided in Heaven , before ſet 
upon our Table. Who can reckon up :the 
mercies of one year, of one week, ' of one 
day ? Good men thankfully obſerve them _ 
in every day by whole loads. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
who daily loadeth ws with hx benefits (v) : amd, 

(t) Hoſ. 2. 22, 23. (v) Pfal, 68, 8g. i 

h never _ 
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neyer.appear. befarg, God, but ſee themlelyapyils 
incompals.d. round with them : 1 will come paalall 01 
thy. houſe in the multitude . of thy mercy (wil N 
How many Providences concur in one nightbur 

reſt and. proteftion ? We, have. a ſtrongabye { 
Guard .aboat us, then Solamn's threeicore wlhir, 
liant. men about his Bed; of. the vakant.gllac 


" 


:1rael, though they all hold, Swords, being exhng 
pertin War; andevery man hath his Swankhat 
upon his. Thigh, becauſe of fear in the nightſion 
(x). We cannot lufficiently prize that ſecrathat 
Aezrcy that lodges with us, and gives. us r6 Mrot 
every night. How many burning Feaverſthoſ 
doth cool Shep extinguiſh 2 From. how. ma{not 
ny Deaths doth that Brother and Image. pro: 
* _ Death deliver us? Whar a mercy is it that|Pof 
- we are not nightly ſcar'd with Dreams, and[Fil 


terrifi'd wich Viſions ? That Sates's ChamBlfige 
not let looſe upon-us 2 That we ſleepin þ Sto) 
t2;, and comfortably behold the mornwry light? Cre 


That ſadden - Paſpes doth not unlooſe: out] al 
Nerves, or painful Convulſions ſhrink them up! {on 
That we are able to deſcend our fairs widthe 
out horrour:; and confuſton ? That when we 
are down, ſome. Meenger of Death doth.agt 
-apale 115 with terrible Tidings, and give us 
bitter Break-aft,, That we have Hearts ans 
\Spitits to) call-upon the'God.of our. Mercigy 
in our Fewilies, as. an Antidote agamit it 

(w) Pſal. 5.74 .{x) Cat3. 7 8+. . | 


—"— = 


® 
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y@{Evils of the ſucceeding day, That we find 
Wall our Houſhold in Health, and the Rapines 

Rot Night violence, nor ftript us naked of all 
Siour Goods, When we walk abroad, that 
ngathee fuck not in contagious Atomes from the 
& vyAir, that the Eaf#-wind- dotlr not blaſtuss 
KAthac ſadden violent Rains, in balty Walk- 
| Shtg, doth not cool our {weat-into ſurfeit, or 
Yallthat we hurry not the blood into fermenta- 
USition , for new and ſurpriſing Diltempers': 
ecr ithat the Earth we tread on, ſuddenly opens 
raltfnot its mouth to ſwallow us up, as it did 
Veithoſe Rebels in Numbers: that we wrench 
Maſnot our Ankles, or other Joints, upon plain 
e.Wpround 3 and daſh not our Foot againſt a 
wnaPoſt or Stone to our great prejudice : that 
a iles or Timber falling from Houſes, the 
"*-B\fwceping of Gutters, caſual Arrows, Bullets, 
J4#}Stones, ' Fires, rade Men, 'mad, irrational 
£4: Crearares doth not diſpatch us: an acciden- 
Mital Coachman's Whip, fome great Groud, 
uptſome unexpected Diſaſter bring us not to 
vigethe Evening of our Lives. How inſignift- 
LWeant would be our warineſs, did not he 
a1 warch over us? Fhat Lightning doth notlick 
4p our Spirits 3” or: ahot Thunderbolt rend 
Mus afinders that: we'can repoſe our Bodies 
cigtin any grateful-poſtote': thacwe havea Te 
8} te and Apperire 3 and are not unable to &r4ve 


$4 Blefing, of to receive-it : that SEO 
of18 y 
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by Cares and Vexations within, rendred ina 
piſh and curriſh at home and abroad : rh 
every bit doth not choak us : and we att 
not carryed from our Table to our Pillow ,ank 
thence to the Chambers of . Death : that bge(; 
ſtopping the Channels of Nature, we peril 
not ; that by letting Blood we loſe not an A 
tery 3 or the cutting a Corn doth not rand 
to Death: that paſſion or haſtineſs doth 
Intangle us ; and our Words are not wrelſta 
to the loſing a Friend, or raiſing an Enemy 
that our Houſes do not intomb us in they; 
own Rubbiſh : the Fire doth not burn us 
'Aſhes 5 Armies of Rats or Mice do not dt fer, 
vour us. Yea, did we ſee the admirably jfte; 
Frame of this craſie Tenement of our Soul privy 
and upon what ſlender golden Wiers; anllf{itiy 
nice Labyrinths, .in thoſe wonderful patlagg] the; 
in the Clock-work of our Bodies, the con por 
tinuance of our Lives depends, we ſhould I &ec 
a({toniſh'd at the. Divine Goodneſs ; and i gur 
ſtead of wondring when any are taken away nox 
ffand amazed at our continuance one mafqyir 
ment: for, if either the Veſlels or Liquorf þg1 
in them, be diſturbed, w2 ſoon pals away he; 
and are no more: yea, if the inward Cralif iq. 
of the Brain be touched, men of the grande; 
eſt parts (wereir not for the conſtant influlſ'7c 
of Divine Mercy) would ſoon ſhrink ind vic 
Heot;,.and prove miſerable Objects. of {i v bY 


” 
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to Contentment; ſf9 - 
f Rand pity. We ſhould ceckon our mercies, 
Whnot by miles, or hours, but ſteps'and mi- 
* Mnutes, The very health, eaſe, peace, and 
WFfafery of oneday, of one night, of one hour, 
a Meelerves the thankfulneſs of many. How 
enimany mercies in one meal, or meeting ?- If 
1 Alfthe evils we ſuffer, call tor our Prayers, thoſe 
naqwe are free from, call for our Thankfalnep. 
| Nis as greata Mercy, to be kepr from miſeries, 
eſtes to be delivered out of them ; to enjoy bealb, 
MyF25 to be recovered from ſicknef. One rela- 
melting hb great danger by a fall of bx Horſe; 
5 QUfaying, He never. received ſuch a: deliverance : 
© 09) 7es, (anſwerd bs Friend) a bundred times ; 
ral often . as; you have rid and not fallen. Goc 
ou rrivative mercies ſeem to contend with his po- 
Wiitive, We owe noleſs, for what we are not, 
1g then for what,we ore: not Dumb, xo; Lame, 
coll] nor Blind, or Deaf, .vet Decrepir, or Dilkr 
di &ed, nor. tormented with Gour, Stone, Sex 
gury, Ulcers ; . not fill'd with Botches, Boyls, 
wajt noy ſome Diſtempers, not ſcraping our {elves 
Wiwith a Potſherd-upon the Dunghil ;/»o: Har- 


1u0 bourleſs, Eriendlels, Helplefs, Eaſeleks ;-! nor 
na pg ur Brea fro Geo or 3m 
Taq in, Priſon, 104Baniſhed 5 nor.in. che hands of 
anlf cruc] 'Tyrancs and Oppreſots.: . and yet;.e- 
Wl yen un luch ac the Church in Capri- 


yr finds ous 2, [7] that exceedingly affe- 
ea her, and makes her bear all with Pati- 


. 
won 
| ence; 
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ence: It x of the Lord's mercy that we are '' gd our 
conſumed \, heceiifi his compaſſions Pail wot ff Pain 
[ Merctes | for the number, intimating a ml they 
. titude-of favours in this one A#'of his fat of 0 
bearance \ _ Compaſſi tons | for the nature of then 
which fignifics, render, affe&ionate IMHercy. On Wee 
Merciesare more, .acd greater-then our fl he? 
fiRions 3 our Sufftrib»gs may' be told, Hi jt 
our Meercies are innumerable : We have mon b 
deft, then we have loft. However it i no 20 
| Ir bath bee better with us 3 and why & tm 
heakny hint make us ; fo yd fa 
health or OS ayshunger, 'u ar Nerd n 


wo | 2 lCpecſine carcity and ys wh 


nry inf ightficant, "bury all 'our: of 
mr wy enty.? We commitcnew / 'Y 
omtankk, Es for en F 6De 


aug CILLA ag A : 
—— 


\emfelves cy; [ 
-Caft Garments? | Ftafted, igi che reverſe 
0) tam, 3/722. © 


to Contentment. £1 

£m our Tables? Ar eaſt under' our Sicknelles, 
tf Pains, and Difcaſes?' "Even if Heaven, i 
they had bur che leaft part of the Remnants 

; jo) of our Fortunes. 

em| But, as to Spirituals, the worſt day in oor - 

Of week; is betrer then the Sabbarhs of many of 
f the Chorche of Chrift :,<he Gleariings of X- 
ol $f ai”, becter then the Vintage of Ahiekly 
d which ſhould tnake tis overlook aff temporal 
"0# Sifferings, wich a holy chearfulneſs and &i- < 


Ou tmph': for the people Nan dwell in" Zion at Fe 
lay : hou batt: weep mo more. party Ve- 


,, at the Voice TT, 3 
dif , 
ſhall "Qt thy Ttea- 


"4 more, bus 
MET 


2pil ved rhe” lis in ET, oj in the 
nefy it BI, Ghott (a). "Who cati comptk of rem- 
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our ſelves: Injreating that duty from-us,. 

he might Compel.; taking it kindly, that wg 
give himof his own: rewarding us for that, 
which by his grace only, we can perform; 
pardoning us, when we fall og in our yh 

ty, ; giving us repentance, that he, may far, 
give. us ; and grace, . that, he may receive u 

into fayour. The liberty, abilt ny and a&| yy 
ceptance of our Prayers ; the a ſtance of 


his Spiric ; miniſtry of his Angels ; pled 
of his endleſs lows; reſtr Ang us Gm 6 
His forbearancein the daysof our Ignorance; 
unwearied x ,QQewit anding our cOn- 
tinued Rebell oct fared aero of "us, 
in Ig pallionatel Wy Bb 


ur own. 

ſtruction, Whollom (oder - dublick_ at 
private Admonitions ; the reſtraints of fea 
nd love... Continuing ſo many undeſerve 
b Rs artful rus Wich his mgeciful in 

a anne rOVOCAtions. | 


te Vide 


"For what. he Jah laid 
very. oe thooghn 
Port. us .under 4 
CN Pong! it our pab] 
| oa it, How ſl millions of Mercis 
meet together, to ma cup the Apoſtles ofi | 
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to Contentment, 
it} [total Sum ? According ds bis divine we, _ 
Nel | pivth ts all things , pertaining to life ajd podls- 
Ut, mf (6) Who en find Out , tiot ofily the 

| number of particular Metcics 3 bir, the 16- 
Iu-| yeral kinds, and ſpecies, the various heads, 
at} the general forts of thoſe Mercies, that cofi 
® tain multitudes under chem ? 7h} Hefty -& 
. great wito the hravens, and thy thith mito the 


elontls ( c),, 5.e. 45 itrhehſe, and afiniceſlifa- 
ble as Heayen it fel David's Arithinetick 
fail'd him ; he was forced ts leave off nith- 
bering when he attefripted it, afid ſay, Ma- 
| » O Lord thy God, ave thy wohderfal Wotks 
| hich thou ha#t done, and thy thoaghts which © 
art:to m-ward : thiy cannot be rechontd up its of- 
der 1nito thee : if 1 ns ditlare and fpeak of 
at] tht, they are more thin cars be ntumbred (Cd). 
76 Atid now, ſhall we not cheaffully receive 
n&! an imaginary Evil; from whom we receive 
For] ſo mich real Good ? Shall we grumble, if 
lp! he gracifie not a patticulat 7 Sy who 
ME] loads ns with his Benefits ? Childiſhly throw 
| down all, if he gives us not that piece we 
if] would haye ? Marmur under one Affliticn, 
1 and overlook a thouſand Mercies, who have 
off forfeired our right to all, and are ye kept 
| in the poſleflion of ſo matiy ? Forſxke the 
 Þ# etjoyment of ſo many gs, to pine a- 
cis} way in the company of our Wants ? Neither 
R&I (6) 2 Per. 1. 3: (7) Pl57. 5 (4) PL. 40. 5. 


6.4 An Jnfallible Way 

* look forward to his future, nor backward, . 
to his paſt Benefits ? That man's Piety was 
ingenious, who, having one of his Eyes put 
out, by falling upon his Staff, gave God 
thanks that his Staff was not forked, for lo 
he might by that fall, loſt :hem both. Set we 
our preſent Sickneſs and Sorrows , againſt 
our former Health and Comforts ;. and im- 
partially compare , the Mercies we enjoy, 
with the Miſeries we undergo ; and our 
Conſolations will be found much more to a--. 
bound then our Sufferings. 

Let us therefore be more careful to.keep a 
reckoning of the Goods we enjoy , then we 
have loſt : and entertain more joy we had. 
them ſo long ; then ſadneſs, we loſt them 
{o ſoon; ſo thall we make preſent ill days. 
good ,. by a thankful remembrance of good 
days paſt, and obtain of him new matter of 
. thanks. . Uſing the World as a Fea#t, ſoberly, 
chearfully feeding on the Fare {et before ts ; 
and when it's taken away, Riſe and give 


Thanks ; and not be ſuch ungrateful Gueſts, | 


to the Maſter of the Feat, that hath o libe- 
rally treated us, as to reckon all paſt, for 
nothing , but grudge when he takes away , 
inſtead of thanking him for his good 
| Cheer. Shall we make earneſt fute to him, 


.- When we would borrow; and be offtended 


with him when we are call d to pay ? Hes, 
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a | will inſenſibly undermine our Impatience 3. 
'C | it being impoſlible to be at once , rhankfulg. 
d. | and mutmuring. Every continuance of his Mer- 
M.} cies, is a new Donation : | And, ſhall we take 
YS. | nonotice of them; becauſe they are common? 
od | Shall his Bleſſings grow inviſible, by their be- 
of ing always before us ? Shall he loſe his _ 
If, | Thanks, by multiplying his Favours? What- 
aS 3 | foever' we receive , is {till upon account of 
We] new Bounty 3 an Alms, not a Tribute or 
eſts. | Reward from him, from whom we receive 
ibe- | our Being, to whom we owe our ſelyes, bur 
for | can claim nothing from him. | 

ay » | We make ſome formal Acknowledgments; 
00d | we cuſtomarily g:ve Thanks at our Meals, that 
um! we receive all from him ? yer, certainly, he 
_ cannot be thought to' do that tm earneF?, that . . 


to Contentment, bf 
thereby to lole a Friend. Let's caſt our eye: 
upon what we have, and could not well be 
withour, as well as upon what we fain would 
have, but may want : and conſider, how 
uſeful the things we already have, are ; how 
ill we could ſpare them 3; how much worſe 
we ſhould be, ' then now we are; without 
them; how many want them 3 how thank- 


ful they would be for them : no room then 
will be found for murmuring. Thankfulnef 


| hath all therime of his eng oonn grub, 
18 | "JEN i 


4a aA 


an ill, ungrateful Debtor, from whom the - 
Lender cannot ask his own, but ſhall be like 


= ” 


46 An Jnfallible Way 


ful Receiver, as well as a chearful Giver, 


He that hath leaſt ; hath enough to oblige, f 


Not only acquieſcence, but thankfulneſi. Tho 
ke hath not all he wiſhes, yet he hath that 
which is more valuable , then that he com 
Plains to want, enough to ſatisfie an hurjj- 
ble modeſt mind : and which he himſelf 
could leſs ſpare, were he put to his choice. 
Let him but conſider how many undeſerved 
Bleftings he daily enjoys ; and, whether thoſe 
he ſo impatiently raves after , be not much 
- inferior to them : whether he would quit all 
thoſe he hath, for them he wants ; and if he 
would not ; then let him judge, how unrea- 
ſonable his Repinings are, when himſelf con- 
fefles he hath the better part of worldly Hap: 
pineſs, and never any man living , had alk 
The very confideration of the undeſerved 
Mercies we haye enjoy'd, ſhould alleviate all 
our preſent Sufferings. I have made an ill 
uſe of thy Mercies, if I have not learn'd t 
be content with thy Corrections ; and be 
not ſo thankful for paſt Favours, that t 
memory of them be able to put away the 
ſenſe of preſent Miſeries. Conſidering t 
I undeſervedly enjoy , and the evil 
| er not, but deſerve, andothers groan ut 
&&r; Lwilkreckon every Evill amtree fre 


that his Table abounds not with ſuch Delica- * 
.Cies as his Neighbours. God loves a chear- | 


| 


þ 
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\-us look upon them as additional Mercies: I 
* know, O Lord, that thy judgments, are right, 
and that thou in faithfulneſs bat afflicted me (e). 
The Lord: forgive (faith a Martyr) my un- |} 
thankfulneſs for - perſecution. | Fob (f,) bleſ- 
ſes God not only at, but after meat ; for'all 
was taken' away. And, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
fo will I acknowledge them that are carried a- 
way captive of Fudah, whom I have ſent out of 
this place, into the land of the Chaldeans | for 
- their good | (g). The paths of Mercy are 
-often intricate : God led his people by the | 
-right (ora fraight) way, ſaith the P/almiit; 
* but very crooked and winding , according to 
\ the ſtations ſet down by Moſes, The cloudy 
- Pillar gives them many a weary .turn,. to 
chaſtiſe their crooked hearts. Their Jour- 
-ney takes them up forty years, which might 
-have been diſpatched in fewer days. ' Were 
the World fo good as its Admirers eſteem, 
:St. Peter ſhould not have been in ſuch want 
| of it, asto ſay, ſikver and gold have I none (b). 
Nor would the Devilever made that offer, all I 
\ theſe things will I give thee (3). Afﬀhi&ions are 
* Federal Difpenſations ; not ſo much threatn'd, 
* aS promis'd to Chriſt's Seed (&),reckon'd a ſpe- 
-Cial proviledge (]), and ſanttifid, berter then | 
(© Pſ119 75. (f) Job x21. (g) Jer. 24 5 (b) ARs 


\3-6.-(4) Mart. 4- 9. (4) Pſ.89.32. and I19: 75. Heb. 22. 
6. ec. (1) P94. 12 Atts 9 159.16- Phil. 1; 294 
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to Contentment, 
removed, There's nothing ſo beneficial as 
Afiiction, if we do not fruſtrate their Eff- : 
cacy , by the irregular managery of our ſelves. 
under them. There's not a trouble we meet 
with, we can be without, but hath its place 
and work in that frame and defign God hath. 
ordained, to bring us to Glory. It had” 
been far worle with us, if they had not be.” 
fallen us: ſome poſitive ſadder Grief hath 
ſeized on us; or, we ſhould nor been able: 
of enjoving ſo much happinels, -in this or the, 
next World. The ſufferings of Godes-Ser- 
vants, are, but for a wery little while (m)y; 
limited, to ren days (n), to three days (o); to: 
one day (p), to a night (q), to an hour (r), ta 
a moment (5s), to a (mall moment (t). y 

Had I been Rich, I might have been Cove 
tous, Prodigal, Luxurious : it Honourable, 
Proad, Tyrannical, Ambitious : if in Health, 
Soft, Effeminate , Dainty , Senſual. Had 
he not by ſome AfMiction prevented me, of 
cauſed me to retreat , I had run: too; far i 
the proſecution of ſecular pleafures or prox 
fits; or, he lays it on me, to try the ſtrength 
and vigour of my mind: to call forth; ang 
nal Patience, Fortitude, Truſt, ang 
Confidence in him 3 my Fidelity and Loyal 

(m) Iſa. 10. 25. (n) Rev. 2. 10. (0) Hoſ. 6. 2 
(p) Za. 3. 9+ (4) Pfal. 3o. 5. (r) Rev. 3. lo. (5)2 Cor, 
4-17. (7) Ia. 54 7 2 
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* ty tohim, To makeme more circumſpeR, 


| perfectly vertuous, and good : to commend, 
ſet off, and ſweeten my future good things; 
to make the reliſh of them more {ſweet and 
pleaſant. Irs not fir, not ſafe for Comforts, 
to go without their Attendant, Afiiction. 

* _ I will henceforth ſet no other price on 
* things, then as they relate to my rrue End, 
- and Intere#t. Let me be always under the 
care and skill, the wholſome Diſcipline of 
ach a Tutor and Phyſitian, my mind ſhall 
keep even pace with thee ; nor ſhall thy wil, 
be ever different from my free choice. An- 
dwer the neceflity of my Health, not the im- 
portunity of my Appetite. Take my Soul's 
part, againſt my Enemies ; not therrs, againſt 
my Soul. Give me Poverty and Sickneſs, 


Health : if I want them, thou requireſt not, 
zhat thou giveſt not ; if I have them, and 
want the uſe, thy Mercy proves my Judg- 
ment. Let Affliction be my Portion ; fo 
pntentment , Love to the Aquieſcence in 
thy Will, fortitude of Mind, and univerſal 
Amendment, be the Uſe and Intereſt; e- 
ternal Felicity will then be the Iſſue, Event, 
and Purchaſle. 


Encourage- 


- notonly free from notorious faults, but more * 


rather , then not Grace to uſe Riches and 


ld 


Encouragement from the Providence of GOD: ', 


'/ CF YOnſder the Providence of God, the con- 
\/ tigual exerciſe of his Wildom, Power, 
and Goodneſs, whereby he obſerves, ſup- 
parts , and governs all Creatures, Actions, 
and Eyents, with their particular Circum- 
ſtances; in ſuch a way as is moſt ſuitable to | 
their Natures ; immediately, to their proper 
ends ; remotely, to the Qrder and Ornament 
| of the Univerle ; eecialy, to the good of his 
Ele& ; »/timately ; to his own Glory. - He. 
makes not the World by his Power, and then 
cares not, whether it ſtand or fall. He im» 
_ ploy'dnot infinite Wildomtobuild an Houle, 
and then ſent Chance and Folly to dwell in, - 
, it ; he that made it, inhabits and governs. * 
it : is as much concern'd to conſerve, as 
create. That which was worthy making, is 
worthy preſerying. He would not employ 
| infinite Wiſdom and Power to create that, 
which » would afterwards Glrgard. He * 
cannot but ſce' every thing. , ev 
- Where preſent, at hand. WE! no bn, : 
no trouble to him, ' to govern and rule all he 
' ſees. There is need of him in all places, and” 
| Over all things. He is no where without an 
Intereſt, or without Buſineſs. He is Owner 
D gs. every-" 


% 
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every-where, in the_poſſeflion of what he y- 


- hath made, and ingages himſelf in his own 
Poſſeflion. He cannot deſert his own han- 
dy-work. The common Father of all the 

orld, muſt then be concern'd in the Lives, 
Actions, and Afﬀeairs of his Children. As 
God hath given good men power to do Mt- 
\ Tacles, tofſave the World; ſo, he hath done 


Miracles himſelf, to ſave them. In Divine, ,| 


.and Humane Records, are Inſtances not a 
&w, how his Providence hath regarded them, 
* interpoſed for them,marked them for ſafety(©) 
* made a difference between them and others. 
God had ſogreat a regard fora good man in 
- an evil World, that he took himout of itun- 
, to himſelf by a rare and miraculous Tranſla- 
tion (w). The Windows of Heaven could 
not drown the World, though very wicked, 
before Noah had made an Ark, though that 
was a hundred and twenty years in- making 
(x), Nor the Anpel deſtroy Sodom , until 
Lot was ſet-out of the skirts of that Deftruct- 


en: (5). Hence the Apoſtle obſerves, The } 


Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of tem- 
ration (2). They are: his pzculiar people ; 


gount of them, then of all the World. He; 
(v) Ex. 32.7; 13, EZ, 9 4 Rev. 7: 3- (w) Gen. s, 
IF (2), Gem, 6: 8, &c. (y) Gen. 19. 20, (3) 2.Þet. 


DS 
| keeps 


is particular charge. He makes more ac- } 


lf 
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keeps them above all ; nay, he keeps all for- | 


ſake 5 Goſhen , for Iſrael's ſake ; all that were 


| cular Perſon, but over every ſeveral Concern-of? 


great Enemy owns. He acknowledges a three” 


to Contentment. 73 - 
their ſake: he preſerv'd the Ark, for Noab's. | 


in the Ship, for St. PauPs ſake. He ſupports 
all Kingdoms and States, yea, Heaven and. : 
Earth for the Church's ſake. For he keeps 
the Heavens, for the Earth ; the Earth, for” 
living Creatures ; living Creatures, for Man ; 
Man , for- Iſrael; Tfrael for the Ele# ſake. 
And, as ſoon as Grace hath finiſhed her work ; 
and the wholenumber of the Ele& is accom- 
liſt'd 5 Nature ſhall utterly ceaſe, and this . 
orld give place to a better. Accord 
ing to the ſingular degrees of Love; are his 
peculiar intentions of care and fore-caſt, help, 
and afhftance. Providence is ſpecial, wheres 
Love is ſingular. He holds ſuch a' watchful 
eye of Providence over every oneof his Pec-! 
ple, as if he tended him only ; yet takes ſuch. 
a ſpecial care of all-in general, as of every 
ene in particular. _ With a particular Prov. 
dence he watches , not only over every parti- 


that Perſon. Their wonderful ſafery , theif 


fold fence about them., that hinders him, and. 
all evil from reaching them, or theirs: Ha##] 
wot thou: ſet an beage about him, and about bis F 


bouſe, and about all that he hath, on every ſide (a)?\] 
(a) Job h1Q © | A l A 
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Doſt thou not prote& him, his Family, and 
+ all that is bis, from all manner of Evil, b 
thy oi preſent Providence, and Al- 
S: ighty ower ? not leaving the leaſt gap or 
breach far any annoyance to come in unto 
him ? In all the Motions and Commotions 
of the World, he forgets not them ; ſtill, ic 
* hall be well with them : no evil ſhall come 

nugh them : nothing ſhall hurt them: all 
* things ſhall work good unto them : all is for 
their good ; and hethinks nothing too good far 
" chem, Nothing ſhall befal them without his 
' knowledge of it, and his being concerned 
for it. He determines the bounds of their 
Habitations (b), upholds him, ordereth his 
eps, delighterh in his way (c), ſuifereth not 
his Soul tofamilh (4), preſerves his going our, 
-andcoming in ; watches over himzſets a watch 
over him; is on his right hand, and round a- 
boutbim(e). He is with him in che Fire,in the 
Water (f), in 'Trouble (z),in the Valley of the 
ſhadow of Death (b), covers them with his 
*Feathers,and under his Wings (), careth for 
them,is mindtful;tender, caretul of cthem,afle- 
Qtionate towards them,provides for them ; de- 
Fends them, vaJues them as his Portion, the 


| 4b) ARs 19. 26. {c) Pfal. 37. 17, 23. (d) Prov. 

TO. 3- (ec) Plal. 121. 3, &c. and 125. 2. ({) Ia. 43-1» 
{6) Pfal. 46. 1; (6) Pal. 23. 4 (5) Pal gl+ 4. 
oy cls, 
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lot of his Inhericance, his Treaſure, his Jew. | 
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to q . ite 4 ? . __ " 
els, his Flock, bis Servants, his Friends, bo q 


Children, his Spoule, his Baloyed, the Ap- 
ple of his Eye. He is not aſhamed; .to be | 
call'd cheir God, and Chriſt is not athamvd $@ 
call them Brethten. | Here they are all Kinge - 
is diſguiſe, and neyer without their Tife-gaerd 
attending them. where-ever they, go. ie 
gives his angels charge over them, ta keep. 
in all their ways (&), until ey hare - 
their courſe of Service and ferin 
then to bring them. to hunk 


ng 
«. ak 
Crowns, andto {ct thera upon their Thranes,” | 


We find (1) many Angels at this Imployaent, - 
carrying happy ((cemingly forlorn), Lazer, 
into Abrabarw's Boſome;- as if they been 
ambitious to bear hirg, every one ſtriving. 
which ſhould carry a Limb. __ 

Take therefore wo thought for your lies. (w)-] 
Ule all lawful endeavours after , pruden 
manage preſent enjoyments, and leave the 
reſt tro him. Undertake all with a quiet - 
mind ; reſigned to his diſpoſal , withoug 
doubtful, fearful, anxious thoughts abourfie 
ture things; Saying, what ſhall ue eat ? ar, 
what ſhall we drink ? or, wherewithal ſhall ws 


cltbed ?) Which way ſhall I ſupport oy Fad 
uf Backs 2, 


mily 2 How ſhall I fill theſe em 
How ſhall I cover ſo many nake 


(4) Plal, 91. 32. (1) Luke 16. 22, (#) Mat. 6s. 
25, Go ST {42a 
Will 
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7% An nfatlible ay 
Will che finger of Providence toil or ſpin for-] 
» me'? Shall I be fed with a Raven's-bill? 
* Will the Clouds drop down Mannah unto 


my- Eſtace 'diminiſh:* large Payments, and | 
- Nender Incomes ; leſs*then a AMracle cannot 
retrieve me; and the time of Afraclesis now 
paſt: I, or mine, muſt periſh through con- 
temned Poverty. Why, be not wanting in 
#by Duty, and he'will not be wanting in his 
Providence. Do not forfeit his Goodneſs; 
* Botifity, and Prote&ion ; and he will not 
© fait exerciſing them towards thee. ExpeRt | 
- all your ſupplies from him : Who cloaths the 
Lilliesof the Field 2 Who imps the Sparrows 
Wings ? - Who feeds the young Ravens ? 
Who preſervett: Man, and Beaft 2 Whoſe 
tender Mercies are- over all his Works ?*[ ls 
- wot the life more (excellent, more valuable) then 
meat? and the body then raiment ? | Will he, 
that granted us a Being, deny the preſerva 
tion of it, ſo long as he hath appointed it ? 
Safferſuch a ſtately Structure to fall rodecay, | 
for want of repair, and ſupport ? Loſe cha? 
*whichis of ſogreat a value, for want of food 
arid raiment, fo little in compariſon of lite ? 
*Tisa greater thing to-make, then maintain ms; 
to-bring us out of nothing , then to ſupply 
tus, when. we have. nothing ; to cloath' us 


- me? Alas, 1 find'my charges increaſe, and & 


wth fleſh. and skin, then. with. a garments, 
Bi v 


- 


fo Contentment. 
to make a mouth, then to find meat for it. 


he. 


13 Tis ſo much more eaſfie to give food, then; ©. 
to. | life ; and raiment, then the Body ; that he, 

14 4, who was ſo kind, fo able to do. the one, 'is 

iq | not unable, will not be backward, cannot- . 
oe. | be ſo cruel, - but to do'the other. He mads 

w | nothing caſual, or to forfake it. His bei 

a. | 2 Creator obliges him to be careful of, to * 
in | provide for his Creatures. "They are all his 

1; | Penſioners, have their meat at his great Ordis 

3: | nary.” Tf he kept it not open, - the whote-Wo 


of | Would inftamtly feel an univerſal Famine. 'He 
& | no needy Houſholder, nhortakes more'inity 
\ | his Family, therthe hath means to maintain $ 4 
vs | none in 1t are neglected by him : the little 
> | Ant, the creeping Worm-, receive their 
ſe | Alms at his hand. He never gave life, but 
7; | allowed conveniences for it. He that gives 
- | mouths, willgive meat. He had never malle- 
e | ts undecſtand the way of living, but that he- 
2 | intended” to: bleſs, and ſucceed our endea- / 
> | yours. His firſt care in forming us, is ary - 
Yy f Argument of his future Providence over: - 
ns. 
1 | Bebold the Fowl; of the 4ir) Conlider ſeri 
,2 | ouſly how theyarefed; of all Creatures, they 
feem to take leaſt care for their food, Ma-- 
y | *Y of them ſpend their whole lives, as it" 
1s | were; infinging, without thought where tor : 
get their next meal ;: you. might. bs So 
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ul, cabs fog Were it 

nt better to by 

without wg 99/5 then to make ule of it, 
. forour vexation ? To be incapable of thinks 
. ingot God, as Beaſt and Fowls are, then &g 
on 
 Ducmur, againſt him. ?, We feed Domeſtia 
Fowls abaut the Houle, Bac who feeds tholg | 
Gat fly in. the Firmament 2 That, making 
oe Provigiog in Suramer, ſhould in all like, 
{tarye in the Winter : yet are then 
| &, and thrive mare then thoſe nurſt by 
men's,care, They have no a Wo ye 
ha want ; nor Graxaries, yet have ſtore; 
Fo ere Sow, nor Reap ; Yet eat, and 
and {leep quietly at night ; know 
 Qat where to feed next ; yet go out, and 
* find a Table furniſh'd for them by their Cre- 
atar, and yqur heavenly Parkes. Will he 
DI bath mads ſuch plencitul proviſion far the 
neceſlary ſyltenance, convenience, and de- 
fence, relief, delight, and larisfaRion of all 
© Creatures, negle& his Off-ipring ? Shall he 
 Tatisfie every living Thing, and not his own 
Children ; who may look upon all Creatures 
as the Goods of their Father's Houle, 'feed- 
' ing, and providing for them 2 | dre mat ye. 
' better | much better [ then they 2] Every one. 


| 


other Auyendance ? fey not þ then all the 


an 


im, only £9. diſtruſt him, ang ] 


| 


of you,. then all they ? One Heir, then all © 


common Vellels of the Top ? If he eye, 


E avon 
32nd regard every Sparrow ; Bi olic 

| - og that one cannot be zalucd ; there's 
-|no Money fo ſmall, but is a price too great 
9 (for it, Are not fre ſparrows ſold for two farthings 
WW 1() ? Be confident, he hath a ſingular Care, 
afar more intimate Aﬀecion for you, who 
colt him ſo dear, One Sparrow is not worth 
half a farthing ; and there's no man ſhall (yt 
ter half a farthings-worth of harm, more 
then he orders. Not one of them is forgotten 
before God, much more, not any part of you, 
but een the wery hairs of your head are (inter 
&% [numerata) all numbred ; much morethe day 
| [of your lives; and the ſufferings of thoſe 
(days. If he look toall my hairs, much mare 
to my proviſion, and fafery, the Members of 
my Body, the great moments of my Lite and 
\ [Death If we have legurity, for that , of 
[which we-keep no account, cut off, and caſt 
away (pil: non facio, we Pilo quidem melies : ) 
If every one, be not only known to him, but 
lo kept, asit were by Tale, that his Enemies 
2 J6pnoc pull off oxe, wichout his permuſhion 3 
© but, far. it he calls them to a. Reckoning): 
[How much more have'we ſecurity of. our _ 
«[elſential parts, and that, without which, we 
- {cannot live ? 
ll * Whieb of you by taking thought, can 44d one 
W IK fo be ftature * | ſtint, or ſtatute meer | 
4 (z) Luke 12. 6. | 4" . 


* fare 


80 An Jnfalltble {ay | 
 ſuareof Eſtate? Without him, all our thought|;hat | 
" 'Fulneſs is as vain, as if a Dwarf ſhould thers|Prin' 
by think to acquire a tall man's ſtature. Thyj[ws: 
molt griping Worldling puts not up one perſral B 
ny, without a Ticket ſign'd by his hand, nffruit 
fetch it out of his publick Exchequer, whokjed f 
is the earth, -and the fulneſs thereof. If [that 
ſhut up that, all Creatures break, and becomg|the 
Bankrupts. Turmuoiling Muſings, are addi}cloa 
tions to our Fears ; never further, often hin] Glor 
der our deſires. He may juſtly curſe our pre|one 
ſent , who diſtruſt him for future Mercis|the 
and will not be fatisfi'd with the Fidelity ddor. 
his Providence. ' All the Joys in this World|the 
' Cannot take one gray hair out of our headsJ mat 
but there needs only diſturbance of mind, Wit 
make us hoary before our time. Bion (ecing|\ F 
a'Prince weeping, and tearing his hair fat|onl 
ſorrow; asked him, If Baldneſs would Cure w|den 
Grief. A little that a righteous man hath, 8|(o l 
better then the riches of many wicked (o)|to « 
becauſe that little; is God's Allowance. | te r 
' © And why take you thought for rayment ? com(cel! 
ſider the Lillies of the field bow they grow. | Witly| &u 
out the Gardiner's Care and Induſtry, they} mo 
neither do the work of the man, in toiling|tul 
without, nor of the woman, in ſpinning] mo 
within doors ; contribute nothing to thei] kid; 
beautiful Cloathing : | And yet, I ſay unto you tit 
(s) Pal. 37, 16, be Ba? 
f 


"3 


to Contentment. $1 


1ght|1bat even Solomon ] (the Wiſeſt , Richeſt of * | 


1ers[Princes) | in all bis glory | and Magnificence, 
The] [2.425 wot arrayed like one of them. | The natu- 
perf ral Bravery of the Lilly, coming from its own 
, a{faitful Bowels, is (as a beautitul, coa paint- 
hok]ed face) beyond all the Glory of Apparel, 
[f hel that Art and Coft could bringunto him. All 
ome|the Lillies of the Field, are ſo deck'd and 
24di]cloath'd, as is not on one Solomon, in all bis 
hin}Ghory. He puts more Glory every day,- on 
- pre| one Flower, then Skill and Wealth can on 
cis|the greateſt Monarch, in his greateſt Splen- 
y dſdor. His providential goodneſs extended to 
Y the Flowers of the Field, is beyond all that 
a 


l, 
cing 
* for 
re by 
h,'s 
(o) 


' ohm 
Vith 


hey] more valuable ? 


[4 
iling 


their 
2 you, 


, 


ning! 


man can do, by the utmoſt extent of his 


Wiſdom, Power, and Riches. 


' Therefore, 'if God ſo) curiouſly Chath, not 
only [ the] delightful Flowers of the'Gar- 
den, but | graſs of the field,” ) wetreadon, of 
Þ little account, ſo ſhort continuance, | which 
to day is, and to morrow ca#t into the Oven, ſhall 
be not much more cloath you? | Of a more ex- 
cellent Rank, and Order, Frame, and Stru- 
ture, Appointment, and End ? your Lives, 
your Bodies, more wonder- 
tal ? your Souls, more durable ? your Work, - 
more excellent ? your final Eftate, more Ccon- 
iderable then theirs ? Will he, that ſo plen- 
tifully feeds the Sparrows, that have no Gre- 


th 


varies ; fo gorgeouſly cloath the Lilies, that 
Gt, , have | 


. f 


v2 Att Infoliible lay 
have rio Difeff ; make {© rich, fo glariay}, T 
proviſion, for {uch ſhort-liv'd Creatures, ſtarg|1"s | 
thoſe , that rationally ſerve, that ſhall eter for t! 
nally enzoy him £ Hijs Providence regaid for | 
the loweſt part of the Creation 5 Fawls, and]  * 
Lilies, as well as the Conduct of States, at] yOu! 
Empires. Heremember'd not only Noab, but fide] 


ever) living thing and all the Cattel that was with 60 1 
bim in the Ark (p). He giveth to the Beaſt] 199* 
(9). He provideth for the Raven. his foad felv 
when his young ones cry unto God (r). Th FP: 
yeung Lions ſeek (and find) their meat fra beſ 
God, The ſeveral Kingdoms of the World| Pf© 
"@&& thy little Families ( moſt bountiful Cree) 1Y ( 
' Ur) and thou comprehendeſt in rlry Facher| 14 
 ty* care, all things which thou halt made| Or 
The eyer of all wait upon thee, that thou migbtei | the 
give ther their meat in due ſeaſon. What thi cal 
givefi them, they gather, thou openeFt thy hand| £* 
and (atizfi'i+ the defires of every living thing (1) ſat 
w, tor us, who have ſuch expreſs promy| ix 
{os added to ſuch inſtances of his an or oe NC 


wha takes mare .care for us,” then for other 
Greatures (r) ;:to doubt of ſufficiency ( 
. Rot Riches,) argues infidelity - and dil} * 
dence in him to admiration , -O ye” of Jitth| 
farth ! | | | ff 
. */(p).Gen.'8. 1, (4) Pal. 149. 9. (v) Job 48. | ** 
| Ns Loq, 2K: £2 28. mo £ 4 3 5 Gn N 
w 405d The | 


to Cohteh $4 
The fear of Wam, is for 5.90 of obey- 
plivg his Command, [7 ake therefore 96 thought 
the morrow.| Be not anxiouſly folicifois 
for future neceflities, [ Saying, what ſhall wt 
g] eat? or, what ſhall we drink? Se. } "Tis 
r ſhame to imitate thoſe you abtiof as If 
idels ; and not ts differ in PraQice, as Yeti 
do in Profeſfion from them. [ For dft& all 
the bing: do the Gentiles ſeek. | As if ther 
| {lves, not God, were to provide for theits. 
This ſtudions, earneſt, buſfie Inquiry, ismdfe 
beſeerning Heathtns, who have n6 lively &p- 
rehenfion of God, his Providence; Father- -* 
Care, and Lore ; then-you, who ackhow. 
ledge ahd experience them. "Fs fors 
Orphans to cark, and care, to ſhift as WW# _ 
= 6an, for themſelves : But wich yon; the 
e & quite otherwiſe , | For your ny 
Fehr knows you bave need of all "heſ (i 
lafy) things. What hefirk ve, and i# ft 
neadful tor you: that Lz ak oe Body , 6ati- 
not ſubſiſt rs Food and Raimert..” "Tis 
enough for a Father that he knows his Ch. 
" drens wants, and his reproach, to fi 
them. He will be fure to fi pply theſe + 
ind wants, which are of his own makihg ; you , 
| may as well queſtion, whether he &##6wWs; ds © 
. 44, .wherher he will /apph. He made us Otel}, 
&@ not becauſe he was 5 Orr but bouktifal: 
not becauſe he was not ol; but weld be ' 
always | 
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always fo to us: not that we ſhould be poor | 


me 
and want theſe things, . but humble, and ab ri 


d (2 


levir 


on him a greater wrong, then.the Alenation ; 


of our Trait, which he challenges as his p&|** 
culiar : if plac'd on any Creature, we Deitigh 
it 3 we take upon us what is proper-to himz}* 
and ?tis no leſs a fault and folly, to invade: 
God's part, then to. negle& our own. .O 
let my care be, ta'depend on thee , as 
thine is to provide for..me , and I cannot 
want. £ | YC 
.. But ſeek ye frſt (before, and above all) the}? © 
Kingdom of God, as the: end, and his RighteY* 
ouſneſs as the way, and all neceſ/aries in it, to 
it , ſhall be added unto you. | Let your prin-' 
Cipal Care be to apprave your ſelves my obe+: 
dient, dependent Children, and you are 
cur'd of Maintenance, in your Minority ," as 
well as of your Inberitance, when you come: c 
to Age. There is Bread, as well as Grace; | 
_ and Clothing as well as Righteouſneſs in the | 
+ promiſe ; Godlinefs bath the promiſe of the Life p 
that now is, as well as of thar which is tw |© 
come (w) : as certain, concerning Food and 
| (0) 1 Tim. 4: 8. | | 


Rai 


LIMI 


—ARaiment, as Remiſſion of fins, and Eternal Life. 
| als [111+ in the Lord, and do good, ſo ſhalt thou 
; te (well im the Land , and werily, thou ſhalt be 
Wfed (22). If be give grace and glory, be will 
as [2/itÞ-Pold 10 Fun, thing from them that walk up- 
-Inghtly (x). Be our heart. honeſt, our hand 
+ diligent, our deſires moderate, our ſouls be- 
+ |lieving, and we ſhall not fail of a ſupply of 
a Tthe needs of our Bodies, Which is the oſt mea- 
:6alure of our wants. Take upon you the care 
t duty, and leave all others ro him. Such 
as diſcard themſelves from his Family, have 
ietle reaſon to expect the Proviſions of it. But 
he will- ſurely mind our good , if we faith- 
fully diſcharge our duty. We ſhall find him 
anſwering us, in what we look for from him, 
in doing what he expects from ns. Can we 
pre Fbave lo mean thoughts of him, as to think, 
to Ive ſhould intend his glory, and not he much 
in.. {More intend our good ? That he ſhould neg- 
6 1k us, doing the things that are pleafing in 
s ſight.? It is Diſtruſt in him, to be trou- 
ed for what is future ; Impatience againſt 
Fhim, tobe troubled for what is paſt, or pre- 
Jſnt. This temper of Spirit disbelieves his 
he | #iſdom, Goodneſs, Power , and Faithfulneſs ; 
ife | Which are all \ngaged for our proviſion, and 
to | &curity in his way. " 
ad þ Take therefore-no thought for the morrow, far 
* (») Pl. 37, 3- (x) Plal. 84+ 11+ Y 
4 k 
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9% an Tifallible (Cay | 
rhe morfow fhall tnke Hhondbt for the thints if 
Hf.) Reſt Garisfi'd wich yout prefehic alloW- 
aftce 3 Without being (olicitous fot the fiirarty 
ot fearful of Evils, when yoti feel nohs, 
IffþsfMes , Eoficerni hot our deſires ; fot 
Unavoidables, our fears 3 hor things paſt | th 
—_ our vexing ſorrow. Defire not | pre 
what thou canſt not attain ; nor fear, what | cre 
thou! canft not prevent. Ute the renin] ry 
_ brance of paſt things, as inftrutive expert | ing 


da 
Ou: 


de: 


richits, not renewers of thy Tortiene. No | ap! 
thihg ws can ſaffer from without, is worth | the 
one minutes diſquiet, of fo noble a thing as Þ we 
the Soul, which then cothes heareſt its Oc | Gc 


1al, the nearer it cones to Immmutabilicy. 
Retiance on God faves tis from much ſm, 
and miſery : whillt diftruſtful thoughts d& 
your our Peace, and leave us nothing in the | 
room, but fear, grief, and diſcontent. All 
ſolicitous looking beyond the preſent, takes | ver 
off ſo tnach from our preſent Content: Imagh | pr 
nary Evits optrate as if real, and produce}! 
ſubſtantial griefs. Ipnorartce of future miſe-Ft 
ries is a priviledge, whien knowledge is ine} 
feftual to preveht them. That Providence} 
that britigs in the day, ſhall alſo bring new]a 
Events to comfort us under all the Evils of it, Ja 
Let not he fe have the charge and bur* 


then of the litre alfo. Make your troubles] 6G 
as few, as (mall, as ſhort as may be ; _ | 
| ays [+ 


to Contentment. 87. 
F days incumbrance, is, pain enough for all 
wv our Patience, Care enough for owe Pru- 
871 dence, Labour enough for all our Diligence 
8+ | Sufficient to the day is the evil reve. Why 
'| then by Impatience, and diftruſttul fore- 
thoughts, fruitleſs griefs for paſt, preſent, and 
projeting future Evils, do we anticipato, en- 
creaſe and lengthen them ? Living in miſe- _ 
ry now, for fear we ſhould,hereafter ? Spend- 
ing the night allowed for reſt, witch irkſome 
apprehenſions of the next days task , worſe 
then the task and burthen it ſelf ? Why are 
we ſo cruel to onr ſelves, ſo ungrateful to 
| God, that, every ſuggeſtion of a | 
danger or miſcarriage , ſhall rob him ,”and 
our (elves too ? Shall create more trouble, 
then all our preſent comforts, peace and 
thankfulneſs ? A. Cloud no bigger-then a 
man's hand, darken the whole face of Hea- 
ren it ſelf? hinder the light of Reaſon, the 
1 en of Faith, the fight of God and all his 
{ Mercies? While we live at fucha rate, where 


s our Reaſon ? Quietly to enjoy the preſent 
while we diſquiet our felves abour 

{ſe Evils, that are not, or may never be, 

new |& turn to our great advantage ? Where is 
of it, 4that Faith that ſhould ſupport us under the 
rery greateſt preſſures, while we. diſtruſt. 
-| God, in our preſenteale, and plenty ? Where 


D - as 
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our Foy , and Thug to him, for al. ] 


. 
© 
2 Bt 


.” and be. knew bis. Father would have a care 
© him.) Though the 'Ship of the Church 3 n 
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- his favours through our whole Lives, while 


our impatient hopes, the groundlels fears and 
jealouſies of our own fancies, extinguiſh the 


ſenſe of his goodneſs ; and make us as unwor- ' 


my to him, as burthenſome to our elves ? 
We can no way ſo honour God, fo eaſe our 
ſelves, as to commit all unto him ; mind 
our duty , without imploying our thoughts 
about Events. How eafie then, how com- 
fortable would our Lives be ? So lives the 
Child in his Father's Houſe ; ſo ſleeps the In- 


fant in its Mother's Arms ; fo live the Saints | 


and-Angels of God ; this is the Life that is 
liv d in Heaven ; without Care, or Fear, 
Diſtruſt, Pecplexity, or Anxiety, under this 
aſſurance, That God will be the ſame to all 
Eternity, which he is at preſent to them. 


— 


—_—_— : ——— 


| Encouragement by Conſidering GOD, 


as Our Father. 
uf 


A. Young man being at Sea in a dread 


Storm, whetr all the Paſfengers were | ; 
* ar theif. Wits-end ,* he only was: Chearful: 
being ask'd the Reaſon of his Mirth, anſwet | 
E 


tO! 
bur 1 


ed, that [The Pilot of che Ship was his Fathe, 


- State b&in a linking condition, look-wew 


Fo . 
% % 
j - 


F.- 


(9) 
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our Station, our Pilot (God and our Father) 

will have a care of us, and it. While we 
conſider in whoſe hands, the Government of 
the V/orld is, though Heaven and Earth 
come together, a gracious Heart and ſolid 
Quiet, will not, cannot befar aſunder. He 
hath a greater venture of glory in the Churchis . 
welfare , then men can have”; and is fight- * 
ing for, while he ſeems to fight apainft his 

2h : anſwering their Prayers, whilſt he 
eems to reje&t them. However it goes with 


} the World, with the Wicked; i# ſhall be well 


with the righteous (y), He'puts a difference 
(in publick' Calamities) between "they rhat 
ſerve him , and they that ſerve him nor. 
They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in 
that day, when I make up my Tewels, and 1 
will ſhare them , as a man ſpareth his own Son 
that ſerverh”. bim (2). In a raging Fire, of 
devouring over-flowing Catamity.  [Proprie- 


dful 


wers 
ful; 


ty | alone is a, ground of | Care] ;\'a man 
would willingly fave, and ſecure that which- 
his [own], and of any uſe unto hin: Bu, 
if you add unto this | preciouſneſs], that en- 


{wet} 
ratht;4 
care 0 
cb ad] bit Bowels (a). And as [Jewels ] add an 
wet 


L 
/f 


creales' the. Care: but” of gl ewels, thoſe 
bich. cone” our of our Bowel, "ate more 
—_—_ then thoſe whith adom'vs: [Re- 
tion] works not only upon the AﬀeRion , 


(9) Ifa.'3. 10. (4) Mal: 319; (a):-Jer: 31.20. 
ThE | | 


—_-_ oh 
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.excellency , to the word | mine |, fo doth 
[Service| tothe word [Son]. A man hath 


- from an widutiful Son (b). But, if any Child 
* be more a Fewel then another, certainly *tis 
2 { dutiful] Child ; he hath a ſpecial Intereſt 
in his Father's Eye, and Ear, Hand, Heart, 
* and Inheritance ; not only by Nature, but 
Obedience. Propriety, they are mine : Pre- 
ciouſneſ,, they are Jewels, (Treaſures, Orna- 
ments unto me:) Relation, they are Sons : 
Uſefulnef, they are Sons that ſerve me: All 
cient grounds of Care, and Protection 

in the midft of Danger. So that, wherelp- ' 
ever we are, we have nothing to do, but to 
believe, obey, and rejoice we are # the 
bands of 8 Father ; (in better hands we cannot 
\ be); bs barge, to whoſe Care we have left 
+ our ſelyes, and the ordering of all our Con- 
Cgrns : who ſtands intruſted with us: who 
-js always faithful to thoſe he takes into his 
Care: who hath 6+ apa, careleſs impro 
vident Parents with the name of, worſe they 
Infidels (c). And implanted in every Crex 
ture, not onl ) gy of ef rreſrudin 


_— 


J 


' Much confli on himſelf, to take off his heart 


—_y 


but 24tura! affeFievs, (even in thoſe of a 
tural devouring ercenels) towards their Y 


[2 
vo! wt © 4 


(6) a Sw18+ 5436, 33+ (4) 1 Tims 5-8, 


L ing ; 1o that, no Man, Wolf, Lyon eva| 4 
| £ "his own fleſh ; butloved it, and ce - 


""E> by 


| 
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| to Eontenttient, or * 
tiſhed it. And will God faffer himſelf to be - 
ottt-done , by the Kindnefs, Bounty, and 
Compaſſion of his own Creatures ? - Can 4 
woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould- 
nor have compaſſion oti the ſon of her womb ? yea, 
they may [opgets Jet” will I not forget thee (4d). 
The provident care of try heavenly Father, 
forbids the care of Diffdence in him , and 
requires the care of Diligence in my felf :: 
to intereſt my Judgment in the choice and 
uſe of means, but to my Afﬀe&tions dif- 
interefted , unconcern'd int the Event : © to 
ferve, bat not miſdoubt his Providence, while 
ſo. | I imploy my own. That whicttis not with- 
nd | itt ry power, ſhotid be ont of ry care. An 
tb | obedient Child concerns ttor himſelf how he! 
not | ffioald have another Sure of Cloaths, . or ts: 
left | Torrow-rmeals-meats He eats that  Meat'; 
on- | Wears thoſe Cloaths ; is farisht'd, witty chize 
Lodging and Ptoyifion, tis Facket provides 
htor. Fit, how can I call frin} Father, . ard! 
peer my low, and ſordid Gares , before 
is Providence; as if he were ſuch a Fa- 
ther, as. took no care for his Children. Sg- 
licitouftels abonrthe iffie of my lawfiil En- 
deavaurs, derogares from hiny, asif he wottfe 
nor, . could not, Knew. rot how tothelp'me.; 
r|- My Soul, diſctaim God for thy Father, or 
reſt contented with, and confident of his Fa- 
(4) Ia. 49. 15, Ken. 
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* Protection.” To. whom ſhall I run in my. 
Extremity 2 Of whom ſhall I crave Pardon, 
and Proviſion, Succour, and Relief 2 but of 
my Father, that Ocean of, Goodneſs, which 
hath over-flow'd the whole Creation ; ; that 
tires and lims the Flowers of the Field ; neg- 
les not any thin ing 3 3 provides for every / thing 
, he hath made ; ſpreads a Table in the Wil. 
derneſs, for the Beaſts and Birds of prey ; 
keeps open Houle for all his Creatures. But 
Foy faithful, Houſhold Servants, are more e- 
Aly, under his Eye, his Care, his Provi- 
all have given them mcat in due 
' fea = Xr matters it which way ; whether 
Fle eCaratox 19 a. Raven's Bill ; or an An- 
gel Bake our Bread with Funiper Coals ; or 
our own. Induſtry ; or an unexpetted Friend, 
'Or - a' Cuſtomer , from far,, help us with it. 
Whatloever Hand preſents our Mercies, or 
: whatſoever Heart was enclin'd tohand it, all 
flows from the grand Original. Every Mer- 
cy i5 the produtt of of Divme Love, though ſe- 
"cond cauſes. intervene ; for thoſe Very Cau- 
ſes have. their creation, motion, diretion 
and ſucceſs from him. He that turns the 
| Hearts of. Kings, as the Rivers of Waters, 
| turns alſo all. che little Rivwlers in the World 
into; what ſcorched parched ground he 
pleaſes Sacred Story derives from Heaven 
: | eng 


therly Care, and Kindneſs, Proviſion and + 


KK . tas 6s tai. fo, ce td oY, Habs pay 


to Contentment.- oz 
d 4 the kindne(s of Abimalech to Abrabam, of La 
Y. | ban and Eſau to Facob, of Ruth to Nahomi, © 
1, of Boas to Ruth, of Fonathan to David, &c. 
pf When others ſhew kindneſs to us, let's confi 


= 
: 
- 


der the motions of Heartsare ſometimes infu- 
it | ſed, but always conducted by him. It may 
2 | be of good uſe, what Hobſon the late noted. 
g Carrier of Cambridge \aid to a young Student, 
|- | receiving a Letter of the ſad Tidings of his 
3 . | Uncle's Death (who maintain'd him at the U- ' 
it | niverſity) weeping bitterly, and reciting the 
e | cauſe of his grief, he reply'd, #5» gave you 
i- f that Friend ? Which ſaying, was no ſmall re- 
e | freſhment, ſupport, and comfortto him then, * 
r | andafterwards in his Mniftry. , So Mr. Car- 
»- | ter greatly comforted one, (who making his : 
Tr | moan to him, that he had loſt the greateſt 
d, Friend he had in the World, having in a * 
[4 manner all his Livelyhood by him). by fay- : 
IT ing, When the Fountain is dryed up i one place,. 
Il | God will open it in another. . Mr. Dod intend-. 
r- | ing to marry, was full of fear, and care how 
he ſhould be able to live ; his Income being 
- | fo {mall, as only maintain him in his ſingle 
n | ſtate; looking out at a. Window, and ſeeing 
e | a Hen ſcraping for her numerous Brood about. 
, her, thought thus with himſelf, This Hen. but” 
d f liw/d before ſhe had theſe Chickens, and ſhe doth © 
e | ſo now, with all theſe : I ſee the Fowls neither. 
nN Sow, nor Reap, nor gather into Barnes, yet my * 


? 


[- E 4 Father” 
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will nat ftarve the Herns, faid M* Heiron on 
his Death-bed, to his diftrefled Wife, for her 
- many Children. And Luther , leaving the 
World, Lord, (faith he) here are thy Children, 
thou lent” ## them me, and I reſign them back a- 
gain to thee : while I look'd upon them as mine, 
I endeavour'd to provide for them ; thy Bowel: 
' are infinitely above, what mine are. It's vile 
Ingratitude to defpiſe a Preſent of God's pre- 

ring, and ſending , fo curious a Piece- of 
is Workmanſhip : to rejoyce when our Cat- 
tel multiplies, and to murmur when our Chil- 
dren increales. Its heatheniſh diftruſtfulnefs, 
* to fear, that he that hath provided Children 
"for ns, will not provide Neceffaries for them, 
God often provides better for the poor Child, 
then for the-repining Parent: the ſinfully ſo- 
licitous Jraelites, who in the Wilderneſs con- 
claded, they and their Children ſhould be 
ſtarv'd for want of Food, were themfefves 
deftroy'd for want of Faith ; their Children 
mean while being reſerv'd for a Land flowing 
with Milk and Honey. 


and to ſpare, for hired Servants, much more 
for his Ss, who did not forget to be a Fa 
ther, when we had forgotten to be Children ; 


ed Sons (who were, Children of the Devil) 


-. Father feedeth them,” He that feeds the Ravens, * 


- If in my Father's Houſe be Bread enough, - 


but gave his awn Son to dye, that his adopt- 


22 SEV, & 230%. 2% #+*:2.02 900-< 6/2. = 8 3 Hh 


ſhould | 


= 
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fhotld five. And; how is itpoſſible he ſhould 7? 
not compleat that Gift, by beſtowing all & - 
ther things that are profitable for us; and e& * 
1 ther preſent preffares, or deliverances from. - 
thetn, as he ſees them moſt for our reat a& - 
vantage : Hethat fpared not bis own, but dels. - 
werett him up for 16 all , bow hall be not with + 
| Bim alſo freely giz mt all things(e) © © We have - 
have no cauſe to fear thatGod' will not give - 
us whatſoever is profitable for us, ſeeing he. - 
hath not fpared his own Sort to fave us... We: - 
tb | may well be confident inhis Fatherly Love -- 
= | and Compaſſion towards us $ as his Childers, +. 
4 who in Chriſt 4 become' onr' Father,” and. 
ives us” both the provileye(f) atid' rivet of < 
. | Sons (g), whoſe love towards us, (is ſo-much. » 
greater then that of carthly Parents tayvards.. 
their Children, -as his goodneſs and merey-.: 
s greater If you then bemy evil, know how to + 
groe good gifts unto yonr children; bow much-' 
more ſhall your father »phich is-in beaveh, give-- 
food things to them that asf bins (b).* Tam piue-- 
| ter, raw Pius emo 1+ Ont very tnonld and; : 
 frailey, he makes a ſufficient argurnent to 
- | compaſſionate and relieve us; ' ke 'as s father - 
fitrerh' bi children, fo the Lord pitieth theme thas + 
- | fer him: for be knoweth our frame; be retuenss 
n; | vreth that we are duft (3), He is oor Father: - 
S t) Rom. 8. 22. oli. 3 12. (4 ; $5 ©} 
ALY 9,1 Is 75 W. 10% 13, ba (794: he p. 
E.s.. _ when 
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+ when he ſtrikes,: corres, ſeems to frown * 


h« 
th 
it 


-BpON us, to: carry ft .as our Enemy. He is 
too, wile to-manzielt. his love by outward to. 
kens of diſtin&tion; or, to give that Son he 
loves beſt, a gayer Coat then the reſt of his 
Children... He: wiil do. nothing -but. what he 
ſhow, {aid ia wile Son, when told, - his Fa- 
ther would. difinherit; him. . My Father is 
greater, wiler, better then I; he is ſupream 
over me; hath the whole diſpoſal of me ; is 
tender and careful of me ; 'full of love, pity, 
and compatlion; towards me :. knows. better 


then F, what's. belt for me ; and will make. | 


- Convenient; proyilign for me. He's | often 
moxe. mexcatul to.me in _denying me what] 
 =k,;then the could be in. granting. What 
. Father can ſee. bys.Child want Food when he 
bath.ic by him, unleſs: he give him Phy/ick, 
and then he muſt. be kept to a ſpare Der... I 
will truſt his #3ſdom,. becaule he is God; and 


his Lowe,becaule he is. my Father : So;I cannot 


daibt ;but that.any thing which he ſends de- 
" &rves, my thanks, though I ſee not wherein 
the-benetit of it lies. A. Cup of Wormwood 
* would, not be. reached to me, by fo. wile, fo 

d a Father,. but that. bis Lowe, and:my Be- 
neft.is mingled with it ; coming from: the 


 Riefling inic, though I cannot at preſenttaſte, 
ex apprehend it. Though our Sayiour knew 


ountain of: Love: and : Goodneſs, it. bath a; 


his 


— —_ 
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his cruel Murderer's deſign was to execute, - 
not his Father's Will, but their own Malice; 
he falls not foul upon them ; he over-looks . 
the Cup-bearer, to look upon him that ſent * 
it, The cup which my father hath given me, ſhall 
I not drink it (E)? What Cup cansbe bitter, 
which his 5/dom provides, his Googueſ ſends, 
and conſecrates to us ? that hath the ſame 
Bowels of Mercy, Love, and Goodneſs to- : 
us in his Corrections, as in his Favours : he * 
rempers our grief to our ſtrength, not to our 
deſert. Meaſures out the kind. weight, and 


continuance of our Afﬀictions, They are :. 


appointed, ſent under the condu, and ne--, 
ver exceed the line and limits of his Power, . 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, who is the mighty 
Soveraign, and Governour of the World:. 
the great Creator, conſtant Obſerver, wile 
Diſpoſer, uncontroulable Over-ruler of all 
things, Who hath abſolute power todo what- 
loever he pleaſes; is infinitely juſf, and will 
do what 1s righteous ;. infinitely. wiſe, and” 
knows what is beſt to be. done ; infinitely 


' good in himſelf, and gracious to all that de- 


pend upon, and ſubmirto him ; that nothing? 
ſhall befal them, but what ſhall rutnto their 
preſent and everlaſting good ;; making then 
at leaſt; turning Poiſon into a remedy 3 
crols and contrary Events, , co-operating tor. 
our real advantages. Reſignation of .our Con=* 
CCGLNsS. 
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huſhes all the whimperings of our minds in 
the hour of trouble. We never carve well 
for our ſelves, when we ſnuff at the portion 
Cut out to us, by the hand of our heavenly 
Father.” He that gave us ſo great a Blefling, 
as Son-ſhip when we were Enemies, will much 
* moregive us ſo (comparatively) ſmall a Ble(- 
- ſing as Food, now weare his Soms. Shall nor 
* he that ſaved our Souls from Death, deliver 
- our Bodies from the dangers of this World ? 
His dealings with us, are all love , mercy, 
and faithfulneſs. He gives all his Children, 
ſo much as he ſees ſufficient for them. In 
an eſpecial manner, his Grace to fear him, 
| contented Spirits to ſubmit to him, believing 
Hearts todepend upon him, his Blefling with 
all their enjoyments. He will preſerve us 
Fom Evil, or the Evil of it ; proportion, bleſs 
it to us ; comfort, ſupport us under it, and 
deliver us out of it. By him am infallibly 


{reſcued from, or ſecured under Affliftion. I 
*Thall receive deliverance from them, or en- 
Jy under them fatisfaQtion and tranquillity 
©O 


; 


mind ; patience, and contentednefs with 


on of my will to his ; ſupport and comfort 
»under my weakneſſes and deſpondences ; 
 fach evidences, communications, and irra- 


cerns to- him, lays all querelous thoughts ; | 


<e I =. 


pot, #4 35 Wd eto 7 oy 9 4 mn ©” 


aſſiz*d to be preſerv'd, or reliev'd ; freed or 


hisgood plcaſurez ſubmiſſion, ard refignath |: 
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pence the want and lofs of any outward con- 


_ to me, in compariſon of chem, not to be. 


thing can add to, or detract fromar: infinite 


| to) Allis given. No matter for many things, . 


| Why can complain of n 
whom the King himſelf = rag Int 
| lights ro Hononr ? of Sickneſs, whole Sins 


| WO aS$m3 4 
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diations of his love, art& favour, care; and” 
kindne(s to me, as ſhall, nor only recom- 


fort, but ſweeren the prefence of any ou- 
ward trouble ; make themrinconſiderable m- * 


parted with for the eryjoyment of them. © 

When Falins Cefar was at any time fad, 
upon the thoughts of any difafter that 
him, he was wont to fay, Copirate eſſe Czfa- 
rem, Thmk that thou art Czlas, and that put ? 
him intoa more chearful temper. Weconld 
not be diſmay'd, did wenot forget onr ſelves; 
Why art thou, bemg the King's Son, lean from 
day to day? wilt thou not tell me (1)? No-” 


good'and happinefs. Is not be berter rows then. 
Houſes, or Lands, Friends,Riches,or Hononrs? 
He hath all things, that hath him wfoharh 
all things. When Chriſt is given (a right 


{o FT have the one: thing needful':* ro whom: 
thou giveſt Honour, fo F have a portion gf: 
thy Grace: in what place Tam, fo f gif 'Þ 
the duty of it. 


are forgiven ? of Want, who hath an Inte- 
reſt in the Promiſes ? of Poverty, who harh 
an Inheritance mr Heaven? 6 *Difhonour, | 
who. 
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. who 1s the Son of God, who wants neither +» 


Wiſdom to dire&, nor Intereſt to oblige him 


to do what is beſt for him ? General Invita-. 


tions', and common Mercies, are for us.as 
men ; but where thou giveſt Grace, thou 
comelſt cloſe unto our Souls ; and winneſt us 
with dear and particular Intimations. If we 
are thy Childres, we are richer then the 
| World can make us, which the worſt ma 
have, and beſt want. Thou ſuffereſt Inf- 
| delity to reign, to inſtruct thy Diſciples : 
and abondonelt the faireſt part of the World 


to them that perſecute thee. There can be * 


no Poverty, where we have thee for an Inhe- 
ritance:: he whom thou ſufficeſt not, deſerves 
to be perpetually poor. Give me but to 
| ſerve,and relie upon thee, and I ask no more. 
Shall I ſay that's too little, which infinite 
| Love and Wiſdom thinks enough ? Or, dif- 
orderly haſten towards enlargement, inſtead 
of patiently waiting the Lord's leaſure ? 
* Should he read betore me all this World's 
'Treafure, and bid me take what-I would, 
” Could I do more wiſely, then put the choice 
* to him again ?. and beſeech him to chuſe for 
we, who loves me better, and knows better 
what's beſt for me; then my ſelf-2 And ſhall 
]. not now then , thankfully ſtand to his 


choice 2 We. will henceforth be chearful, 


and. contented in our preſent allotment. It 


every; 
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every thing be be#, which he appoints, why - 
am I troubled, as if things went not. w 

with me 2? It's impoſlible it ſhould . have 
been better with me then it is 3 it .had not 
been well, if it had been otherwiſe, All 
things are ordered by his deliberate Counſel, 
and fore-knowledge, who graſps all my con- 
cerns, conſults my univerſal good, is as ex- 
atly careful of me, as if he had none other. . 
to loak after: and ſuffers no trouble to be- 
fal me, becauſe he doth not regard; for his 


| Care and Providence extends to every Crea- 


ture z or, becauſe he cannot or will nothelp, 
for he is equally infinite in all his Attributes ; 
but'becauſe his Wiſdom finds that Condition 
fitteſt for me. Had I more of the World, I *© 
might have leſs Grace. Though my Come - 
mons be ſhort, it ſhould certainly be other- 
wile, if he ſaw it better. If I have not what 
[ defire, 1 have what I ought to deſire. | 
/ Quecelous wranglings, .. ſullen diſcontents, 
diſturb not my ſatisfaction. and repoſe.  L 
will deſire, and will, juſt ſo,. and no other- ' 
wiſe, then thou doeſt ; O, Omniſcient, Ons. 
nipreſent, only wiſe God, and merciful Far 
ther, whoſe Goodneſs deſigns my Welfare, 
and whoſe Wiſdom manages that deſign. I : 
would rather haye that be, which already. _ 
is,.. then any thing elſe. Thar's better which 
thou willeſt, then L Thou conſulteſt = : 


tos An Tafalffhle Day , 
ard wifety abone it : know'ft what uſe te ] 
_- make of thy Creatures; where' moſt fir ts 
beffow them 35 and wilt difpoſe me there; 
where moſt neceflzry, and beſt for me; and 
 fiffer no evil to befat me, unleſs for forne $ 
; vm good. I venture all with thee :'} 
| refer alt-to thee, -in the” particular 4 | 4 
fpoſtion ef 'my felf, and inine. Grane me | W 
rot whar I crave, bur what thou Te - 
od ro give me. Take from my puniſh» | 
| pou. or add to: my patience. Leflen my | © 
Burden, or ftrengehen my Shonkders. Atl |! 
api depends upon the wiſe Goodneſs. F bs 
will refuſe nothing ,” which feerns good wits - 
ther: and more willingly conſent to-chatthou | © 
wonldeft have, ther to my own inclination. | he 
Pur me mto what condition, uſe me as, lead al 
me wherher thon pleaſeſt. Chuſe my Rai | 
ment and Proviſton for me : Sickneſs, of | In 
Health ; Refpect, or Difgrace ; Plenty, of | 
= : 2 will, not only conſent and fab- | 8": 
mit_rinto; but make it my buſineſs ro vindi? | 
* cate, apologize, and maintain, theſe thy Þ 
| dealings with me, wo be, moſt fit and pru-'| 7 
dent, moft fatable, and adyantagious to | &* 
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Regulating our Deſires and Opinions. 


& O uneaſfie and unquiet a thing is Man, 
not rais'd above this unconſtane ftate ; 
that he ſuffers as many Servitudes, as the 
World hath Changes. Every alteration a- 
broad, makes another at home : a Tide of- -. 
ſwelling or ſinking Aﬀe&ions within, at e>. 
very ebb. or flow of things without. . His 
mind is in ſuch perpetual agitation, till eſca- 
ped out of the Whirl and Circuit of the AE 
rements and Afrightments of this World, : 
that i= finds nopeaceable Corner mt. While, | 
he that lives above it, looks down upon: it in 
all its Glory with Trinmph and Contempe, 
and wich the Foot of :Scorn , ſpurns it into 
Inconfiderableneſs 5 ſtands npright im the 
midſt of Ruins : endures Torments, with 
greater Courage, then Perſecutors threaterr, * 
or execute them : Looſes alt earthly Enjoy- 
ments with more cheerfulnefs, then others 


| enjoy them : neither defires, nor fears Chan: 


pes: is the fame, whatſoever happens in his 

Fortunes, or Affairs : his Mind and Eftate 
are Matches : hath learn'd to bear all Inv 
ties, Diſappointments, and Difficulties, with -* 


{| an equal mind. Qui defiderium fuum claufit, 
| cam Tove de felicitate contend. 


enough © 


He is wiſe © 


04 An Jnfallible TUay | 
enough, who knows himſelf ; great enough,- 
who maſters himſelf; rich enough, whoerr. 
joys himſelf; hath Pleaſure enough, who 
. pleaſes himſelf ; happy enough , who live 


well. 'Tis almoſt impoſſible he ſhould be ops] 


preſſed with Sorrow , who ſerves God, for 
God's ſake. Chriſtianity teaching us. to, be 
Content in all Eſtates, teaches us to. be hay: 
'Py-; for, nothing from without can. makeuz 
miſerable, unleſs we join to it our own Cor 
ſent, and apprehend-it ſuch; and entertain 
it in our {ad and melancholy Retirements; 
and-comply not with all the Iffues of Diving 
Providence. | Impatience makes every Aguea 
Fever ; and every Fever, a Calenture ; and 
that Calenture, may expire in Madneſs. But, 
a quiet Spirit, 1s a great diſpoſition.to Health z 
and for the , alleviates, if not r& 
moves: the Sickneſs. He that hath learn'd 
to determine his deſires, when his needs arg 
ſerved, and; to judge of his needs, by the 
proportion of Nature, hath nothing wanting 
towards Riches: he only wants that 1s not 


| 


fatisfi'd. Foſeph and Mary, we may eaſily|we. 
' ſuppoſe, as poor, as Hunger ; as forſaken, as |but 
Baniſhment; as diſconſolate, as Strangers; [Fac 
yet, their preſent Lot gave them no Afi Jiu 


on, becauſe fed with a neceſſary Hoſpital 
ty; and their Deſires were no larger then 
their Tables ; their eyes look'd only upwar 
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.to Contentment.” TX, 
and they were careleſs for the future, and 
careful of their duty.z . and {o made their 


| Lives pleaſant, by the Mealures and Diſcour- 
Jes of Divine Philoſophy. 


Things below, have nothing of certainty, 
but the Miſcries that attend them. The toil 
and ' labour, we undergo to attain them : 
the fear of loſing them , after ſuch trouble. 
ſome © Acquiſition ; the care we employ to 
ſecure them ; the grief we reſent, when they 
are taken from us ; are not-ſo much the E- 
vidences of our. Wants, as of their own Ma+ 
lignity. And, 'tis not eaſie to reſolve, whe- 
ther Poverty, | with its Incommodities, - be 
more ſupportable, then Abundance, with all 
ts inſuperable Torments. © A Chriſtian is a 


+ [King in this World, without the load of a 


xepter or Diadem. To him. Poverty is not 
inſupportable ; but to them that think-it fo. 
The: Imagination makes the :greateſt'part of 

the Torment. Men muſt be ignorantof ne- 


cellitous Contentments, to be afraid of their 
ndition. If we frequent their Habitations, 


aſily |we ſhould ſee there's nothing dreadful in them, 
,, 45|but the name they bear: that Joy covers the 
ers; [Faces of moſt of their Gueſts : that they di- 


ici Yh 


itall- 
then 


4 


te tranquillity of mind with the rich ;.and 
t without being laden with the cares that 
liſturb-the Wealthy ; they taſte Life's ſweet- 
nels with delight 5 and if they. be forc'd to 
Jr ' - traſt 


| While the Rib are unha 
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tranſplant , they Jeave- their Cortages with miſe 


our-Complaint : "Fhe very place others calf] ther 
 Baniſhmene, is the Country of the Inhabs[ js in 
tants: they ſeek to get out, and not to cate fires 


- Iy away; and affare themſelves to find eve 
ry-where ſafficient to fatisfie their needs 
ppy in the midſt of 
Plenty and Pleaſtres. Calamities beſer them 
on all ſides : their Treaſtiires are their Trot 
bles ; they get them with Labonr ; poſſes 
them with Fear ; and loſe rhe with Sorrow: 
Seneca eſteernU himſelf happy in his Exile; 
the Penary that attended him, contributed ts 
_ his quiet ; hethought he had loſt. his Troabk, 

net His Goods, when they (potted hier of W 


Wealth: nd that, by a happy miſchief ke| 


had recovered his Liberty 
prived of the 
Riches. 
- He hath moſt, nor that ftrives to add'to 
his Effate , or Repnextion ,- bur to ſubftraft 
from his defires. *Tis more <ligible to be 
withone them , than to need them. 
the greateſt Monarch that hath Hittle and is (a 
tify'd ; not that thinks he harh not whit 
he ſhould,” 'what orhers have, what he might 


, in being d& 


1 


<are of 'the preſerving tr | 


He if 


have, or, that grieves' there is no mworew 
have. He thar's always Craving, is newt 
Comtented, If we would fpare to deſire, We 


might-fpare to have: There arc few mens 


f 47 
Ot 


ALUM 


Þ 


A ſires 
|ducd 
[yil, then a preſent repole or good: He is 

| not happy, who hath all he deſires, but, who 


*| more eaſe to want them. Here wauldI in- 
| dulge my ſelf the ſenſuality of a contented 


his] the Contentment that's to be found in tempo- 


to Contentument. . Toy 
miferable, that may not find fatisfa&tion in 
themſelves, and their condition, becaule, it 
512 every man's power toterminate his de- 
> whilſt, by their dilorders we are tn- 
to value more, a future trouble ar & 


defires not, what be hath not. Were there 
no other World, I would not be greedy at 
ter the great things of this, when 'tis far 


mind ; the luxury of an Ataraxie, of anin- 
differency as to all theſe things ; of being 
viet and untroubled by not having them 5 
ree from the hurry and diſorder of them; 
He that hath once a competency , hath all 


ral things: and experience will tell him, -a& - 
ter a Iency once attaind, Gontentment 
will encreaſe no more, though Riches en- 
creaſe never lomuch.,. He can have noEne& 
" my, who will be a Friend to all. Nothing * 
i5 able to croſs” him, who is \liſpes'd to take- 
every thing well. . 355 {26 
Nething 15 enough to latisfie Luſt ,- a little - 


os 


. 
LH] 


to ſatisfies Nature, all che reſt is but mattes of 
Op We pick our own cathy out of 
others Joys: Compariſon , more then Reality, * 
makes us happy oz miſerable. Many ma 


. 


Io8 An-Jnfallitble Way . 
found themſelves in want, till diſcovered the 
abundance of others : and could have liq 
their own Portion well enough, had they 
not ſeen another have ſomething they liked" 
better. They hunger, not becauſe they are 
empty, but becauſe others are full. Nay, the 
moſt- inconſiderable thing acquires a value, 
by being anothers, whilſt we deſpiſe much 
greater, being our own. . Not Neceſſity, but 
Ambition and Superfluity, ſets mens hearts u 
on the rack. Had I all the World, I ow 
enjoy no more, then to cloath and feed me; | 
the'reſt could pleaſe me no otherwiſe, then 


by looking on; and I can thus ſolace my elf | 


while it 15 anothers: with the ſame'mind,; 
behold their Riches, and my own Poverty; 
ahd make as great a benefit of that, as the 

of their encreaſe: whilſt Tam free from thoſe 
black'phantaſms of Cares and Fears which 
leap' on” Down-Pillows, © and 'paſs through 
fplendid' Pallaces, to find out thoſe Oey 


Lives; which' have uſually but the Bark of }- 


Happineſs. They that ſeem to live ſo Happy, 
. do not ſem foto themſelves ; but, by times 
- and turns, have their Griefs and Drſcontents. 
Beſides; *thoſe'which- are' molt ' happy, are 
moſt ſenſible 3 and; unleſs all things Af out 
 X0* their liking, 4mpatient of all Adverſity. 
* Every little croſs overthrows them :- So ſmall 

are the occaſions which take from the moſt 


4 


| 


For» |}. 


— 


to Contentment. To9 


the | Fortunate, the height of their Happineſs. 
| We find not Miſeres ſo uneaſfie as we make 
them : while we not only endure the whole 


AfMidction that troubles, but encreaſle it by 
repining at the envied Condition of others 
fancying we are more unhappy then we 
ſhould be, were we allow'd to exchange that 
which troubles us, for any thing which doth 
not. Many of thoſe we envie, as thinking 
them far leſs ſufferers then our ſelves, look 
with envious Eyes on us, and do but difſem- 
ble their Grievances more hanſomly then *' 
we, not find them more eafie then ours. E- - 


very one is as miſerable, or as happy as he 


efteems himſelf. If we have not what we 
would, *tis but (at worſt) being contented 
in what we have : a ſure means, of diſcharg- 
ing that Anxiety of mind, in reſpe& of our 

Condition, or other mens. If I poſſeſs not 
ſo great an Eſtate as many do, ſome of them 
perhaps ( notwithſtanding their abundance) 


]-<njoy leſs thenT ; as well as, there are: more; 


who have not ſo much aseither. We would 
willingly exchange Fortunes with many, but: ; 
perhaps not be any of thoſe men'on ahy,ac- ' 
count. There's ſomething in every Eſtate, | 
which without Experience is not known, and 
being experienc'd doth moleft and trouble. 


'Wejudge of our own Diſcontents, but know 


ſame 


not how far they are exceeded in the 
w- kind. 


119 An Jufallible {ay | 
kind, in others. Were every mans troublg 
pablickly known, few but would bear their | 
own Burdens, rather then other mens. Would | pre 
we look with as much Compaſſion on te 
Advecrſities\of our Brethren, as we do with | 
Envy on their Proſperities, we ſhould find | cid 
Ccaule to ſit down contentedly with our own | rol 
Burden, and Comforts, that we bear but the | no 
| proportionable ſhare of our common Nature; | fol 
. except ſome extraordinary demerit of our | © 
own, hath added to the weight; and, in 
that Caſe; we have more reaſon to admire 
our ſufferings, are. ſo few, then fo many. | if 
- There's nothing more Diſingenious,- more Dt 
@bolical, then , to think our ſelves more mi- 
ſerable, becauſcanother is happy : To create 
wants, from the envious Contemplation of 
other mens Abundance : That cannot firſt 
| be fatisfi'd with an Inferiour degree of Hap- 
pinels; and then, whet our Impatience, with: 
- other mens Enjayments, of what we cannot 
obtain. Waereas, we ſhould make the Com- 
forts of ochers, an allay, not an improvement 
of our own muſeries. .. True Charity attracts 
the Concerns of our Brethren to. our ſelves; 
and, he that hath that in his Breaſt; can ne 
ver os BAUSPanks whilſt je at wy 
are : for, by their Intereſts, 0 
be borer fo their hag Heb relent Cone 
' tent, is in thepower of aur atians ; 10,” 


1 


to Contentment.,., _ xx: 
we have as much Command'of the future * 
"And, its but ſappofing the worſt that we ap” 


paſs. He eaſily bears adverſe Fortunes, who 
always expe&ts them. ' 'Foreſee the worſt Ac- 
 cident, and all things will fall out proſpe- 
rouſty. He that thus prepares himſelf, needs 
not fear his Tranquility of mind, fincehe re- 
folves to give it himſelf. hr Bo aſs, 
That which troubles, - or gives us reſt, 'is 
in our ſelves, If we be not quiet -rhere, e-. 
yery thing without, will make us miſerable; 
if we be, nothing can. If we be fick; and 
are afraid to die ; in pain, and have no'pa- 
tience 3. ſcorn'd, and are. proud ;  impove- 
riſht, and are covetous ; nothing can help us 
rom being unhappy. But, * if we fear not 
Death, fo much as an ill Life ; think Impa- 
tience, and Murmuring , a worſe Dilcaſe 
then the Gout or Stone ; Pride the higheſt 
dilgrace ; Covetouſnef the baſeſt Beggery, the 
greateſt Poverty : If we die not unwillingly, 
{when we muſt die ſooner then we would ; 
loſe not our Patience with our Health ; nor 


| prehend;or can happen to-ns;alfeady come to 


;. | our Confſtancy and Chearfulnefs, with our 


Eſtate ; be not our own Enemy, when we 


im” | have no Friend ; vex not our ſelves, when 


'Fothers trouble us ; be not {{olicitous for'to 
morrow too; if 'we be ill to day, we can 


7 ſel no harm by Death, or Sickneſs, or” J 
22 [Xorm, or Want. — 
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Keep all well within, that no diſorder put , 
that out of order, and we are well. No 
man can, make another a Slave, that hath 
not firſt inſlav'd himſelE Be not inthral'd to 
Honour, or Dilgrace, Plealure, or Pain, 
Hope, or Fear, Life, or Death, and thou 
.art free. Nothing can overcome him, that 

| is nor” firſt overcome by his own Imagina+ 
tions, and Paflions, falle Opinions, unrea- 
'fonable Deſires, fond Aﬀections, unground- | gy 
ed ExpeQations. A. proud man hath no | hy, 
God ; an unpeaceable man hath na Neigh- + ye 
-bour;z a diſtruſtful. man; bath no. Friend ; | ha 
'but, a. diſcontented man hath not; himſelf. | Rte 
Thoſe Burdens that break a froward man's. | Ca 
- "Back , will not {ſo much as break a ſilent | th; 


Mi. 


EY ROD; 05 = 


; man's Sleep. "2h 
# ' 

| dt what ſore ſhall happen, be not ſad; | be 

- A bike for all, that God diſpenſeth glad: | wit 


:#4ſe Periander did through grief expire ; _ .|thir 
| Becauſe Events not join'd with q. {, "4 J wh; 
The beſt way to be Rich,. is not to en-;[tyre 
creaſe Paſſefſions, but to leflen Defires. Sog|(» 
the Contented man muſt needs be abundant ow 
1y . provided for: being ſo intirely ſatisfi'dYBop 
«with what he hath, as to have. no deſires at [mak 
al Rhahover, wand = this rare Fewel| wel] 
. of -Contentment ( Which turns want intel. 


. = 
” 


—— 


| be- datisfid : IF we .modeftly. confine them 
| within; the limits. God- hath: ſat | us, to the 
| things. we need, and he hath promis'd, (and 


to Coitteftitient, 1; 


SLES 


|. Weak, atlingo Gold) mult come, (asthey 


who ſeek the Philoſapher's.Stons) with Minds 


| divelted of all Ambitious, Covetqus Delires, 


elſe they ſhall never. find it. - | None are els 
Contented then the Rich, which ſhews, our 
Repinings our not, from. any defed of 
Tun 40 od,” but from, the malignanttem- 
E | Sor OW Hearth : 5. likelieſt Y 
. Contentment, -wha ſits at-Home, an 
duely contemplates thoſe Blſfivg God hath - 
brought within his own reach : of which e- 


7 vexy. man that conſiders well, will find he 


hath \a fair progpontian' and think himſelf 
Btelſed. wich -what he hath, withojit, being 
Careful for what. he hath not. . While he 
that meaſures his Poverty, by his Wants, fo 
much he wanteth, as he doth delire. Tf we 
ſet not bounds to our defires, we ſhall never 


q*Þac pretence have we to claim more, then 
*[our Charter gives us; the Covenant-Inden- 


*}[ture goes no further then Food and Raiment 


f 


uM]. (m) Mar, & 25, &c. 


| m2) Every new acceſlion he ſuperadds, 
ll. appear (what itis) a. Largeſs, and 
Bounty... Glory. it {elf without us, will not 


ake us Happy in Heaven. Tt can never be 
well with-us, till aw: own Soxls be a Heaven 


114 An Jnfallible {Way 
to us ;,and Bleſſedneſ,, be' a Domeſtick, an \ 4. 
home-dwelling Inhabirant: there : Tilt we']' R 
have got a right temper of mind; 4'|Rtled | in 
principle of. Quietude in onr own” Breaff; « in 
and become the Sons of Peace, with whon "mn 
the peace of God may find Entertainment | $9 
and Abode: "Tit we haye that” Treafate| T 
- Within us, that. may render-us infenfibte* of | an 
any dependance. on any foreign Good, 'or | thi 
fear of foreign Evil. When Archelays invi| in; 
ted Sucrates to his Court, for his Relief and] ſio 
Advancement, the Philoſopher diſmift the| Fe 
'Meſſznger. with this-Herotck Anſwer : 74| ve 
the King, that a meafure of Flour may be m4 mc 
+ Athens for 4 half-peuny and Water s tobe ball no 
for notbing 3," and rhough year ' Maſter ſuppoſes l| py 
want, yet I bawe enough, becauſe I 21m contem| Du 
with alittle. MartasCariv, when he: had] acc 
Bribes ſent him, to” tempt him'to be Un] wh 
faichfifl ro _his Country, was ſitting at Din firr 
ner with'a Diſh '6f Turnps ; Well, (lairh tl cau 
to them ) that mai rhat'can be Content" wit 


this Pare ; . and as for Rewards, let them be 
fered to thoſe that cannot be content, as- I, will 
# Diſh of Turnips.. He that can be' ſatis. 
with a hard Bed;' and a bare Board, is ſhit 

Free, from a Thouſand © Temptations, thaſ ' 
* > "prevail .on -others, to the diſturbing, to Wn" 


# and 
= 
— 
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ſex 1] py Prame of his Soul. 
puſly how to acquire more, means, but to 


TP Son wilt TYIY 3 - $4 CTY 5 &* 
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damning 'of their ' Souls. Ze, onee very 


' Rich, hearing all his, Goods were Calt away 


in a Ship-wreck, Fortune (faith he, ſpeak- 
ing in a Heathen dialet) hath dealt well with 
me, and would have me now ſtudy Philolophy: +. 
Sucrates, When the State was oppreſt with a 
Thouſand” Miſeries, . always went abroad, 
and came home, with the ſame Look ; nei- 
ther more troubV'd, nor les chearful ; bear-. - 
ing a Mind ſmooth and ſerene on all occa- 


|| ſions: far remote from Grief, and above all 


Fear. _ When the. City was belieg'd, and e- 


Tl very one lamented his Condition, he was no. 


more moyed, then. when it was Flouriſhing : 
nothing ruffled or Hicpmmpoſed the even hap- 
He ſought not anxi- 


accommodate himſelf to. what he had : | 
wherewith he was fo Contented, that he af- 


M firm'd himſelf to come neareſt the Gods, be- 


tk] cauſe he wanted leaſt. One faying, It was 


of 
be | 


, Ay - 
Wh 


atsfil 
$ ſhot 
v1” 


þ 
to 


I: 1% 


ih a great matter to abſtain from what a man de- 
ith fres ; but, Ir's'a greater (anfwerd he 


| ) 20% 
w deſire at all, And added, | 


Care, if. by Care ought may effefed be, 
Tf mot 35 Why careſt thou, when God cares for - 
thee. 7 


I | F-3 


Thra- . 


| wm 


ih OR OM tYL, 211 Or. 


Was.Q 4 but 
Potts that” Divine Draſence' 4 Nt ," 
courle that his. Friends. were oF, on Te 
they. could have perſwaded him to Ta ] « 
ſooped {o. far from the Contempt of Death, ag | Ph 
0 Head for his ik, and hy his defgqce, | re« 
that he would hays under: ſtruck the be ter 
- nate, and Nero hitoſelf, who had no other fer 
caule of diſpleaſure a gainſt him, but his go: | thy 
ing out of the Senate as refuſing to give his | %i 
Vore for the Candemnatian of Agrippine, up: 
on... the barbatous motion, of her unnatural 
Sqn 3. ah his not appearing at the, Funcial 
Solemnities, wherein Diving. Hongurs wi 
conferr'd Won Popes. Thraugh his 
of the Souls Tmmortality ( of which he was 
diſcoprſ ng with Dmetra the Philaſaphar.; 
that: inflang ). he was of > yell a COMpoIed 
Mind, that he did net {o. much as. change 
Countenance (except t9 a mare.chearful A; | ds 
ſpe&t) at the news of his Condemnatian, | ac 
And while his Life was breathing out at the] G 
Veins of both his Arms, he ſpent not his] F 
breath in Effeminate Lamentations, but 1] 4! 
Diſcourſes upon that endleſs Life, to which] & 
he aſſur'd himſelf he was baſtning:- andcalld| « 
the Queftor, who was fent to ſee his Exectr | 6 
tion ; Look here (faith he) young, man, we\ n 
are pouring out this Offering (Jovi liberatori)| b: 
” t0 God Redeemer. [ prey God divert the yo” ta 
T ub 


UIMI . 1 


| but weridy, thas oy 
, 17 beboweful to get thy 


| 


-pabappy, if he could not deſpiſe them. Hg 


| table to him. I ge worpy:. gue. 
| | 54... | 


in ſuch Times, as its we- - 
Mind fortif'd agam#t all 

Temporal Evils, by ſuch examples of Cie CY, © 
& thou ſeeſt me ſet before thee. Anaxarc ba 

Philoſopher, having ſharply reproved Nicoe- 
rean, and being by him ordered to be bea- 
ten to Death with Iron Mallets, Srrike en, 
ffrike on (laith he) thou may ſt break in pieces 
this Veſſel of Anaxarchus, but Anaxarchus - 
himſelf thou canſt not touch. Reproach not 
Religion, by yielding the day.to Pagan Mo- - 
rality. Let not the Faith of Chriſtians be. 
qut-done by the Heathen Infidelity. Be Am 
bitious to tell the World in your Livgs,. a 
greater -then Marcus Curio, then Socrates, . 
then Thrafes, then Anaxarchas is here, God | 
abridging good men of this World's Goods, . 
argues not, he envies their Happinefs, byt- 
that it conliſts got in them. oloever Utt- * 
derſtands: the nature of true Good, muſt bjd- 
adicu to the hopes of it, in any thing but in 
God alone ; and for thole things moſt ſtate: 
Feligiry in, a good man would judge himſelf” 


that - cannot; wang. theſe things., without 
thigking kuſclf miſerable, aton&e reproach: : 
es bis Makar, as if he had created him far 
nothing more worthy, and-degrades himſelf, 
by intimating ſuch gratificatians are molt ſy- 
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when we ceale to be Mortal, ceaſes to be 
ours? Faith makes us judge of Things as \ 
they are, not as they appear. _ This unbinds 
the Charm, diſcovers the WMufion of what- 
ſoeveris admirable in the Eye of Senſe : This 

- unravels the doubts of the intangld Mind ; 

- corrects the miſtakes of the erring Eye ; le- 
vel's thegreateſt difficulties; clears all the ob- 
jeRtions againſt Providence ; and makes an 
"Afﬀicted State,,. not only tolerable, but fo 
far amiable, as it promotes our ſupreme Hap- 
pineſs. Contentment. teaches how ,to amend 

' our Lives, inſtead of being weary of them. It 

makes the worſt Condition here; eaſie and 

comfortable, by making the Mind quiet, 

Patient, and thankful. Our prudent pre: 

vention of external Evils, patience under' 

them, with our chearful, faichfal;” diligent 

Converſation, is a part of that Duty we 

Owe to God ; and are indeed the exerciſe of 

'our Patience, and the Evidences of a Con-. 
tented Mind. _ For, he that grows weary. of. 

"the World, throws off all, and with Fonab, 

Wiſhes to dye ; . its a ſign he wants true Con- 
rentment ; becauſe that conſiſts in a chearful 

and ready Compliance with the will of God; 

"and not in a froward preference of our own 


that attends us for a little while, and leaves | 
* Us for ever? Can that be our Happineſs, that, *| 


Will,” or choiſe : I pray not that thou ſhouldeft 
__ ta | take 
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er Re-:oaches * } Other things are the -mat=-- 
| ter of ny Choice, which no man, no ACC 
'| &nt cam: forbid, or deprive me of What 


| be diſpleasd, who- may. always picale: 


toContentment is? 
vake-them out of the World, but that thou ſhould 
ft keep them from” the” Evil (n).. | By running. 7 
away from our Task, before the end of-the 
day, wenot only loſe-our JR Reward 
for bearing the Burden and heat of the day, 
but arejuſtly obnoxjonsto-te caſt into Priſon, 
for our Rebellion and Diſobedience: | 
He that ſets his Love upon that, which 
the more he loves; the more he enjoys, is 
ſure. to be free from Diſcontearz- becauſe-he 
cannot want, - he is ſure to enjoy that which. 
he loves: ''and though he be deprived: of 'o- 
ther things,” he 'is/ not obnoxious to Impati 
ence; becauſe:he-is ſure to-retain thatwhicks | 
he molt values'and affets; which wilt an- 
wer and ſupply leſſer wants with a+grear 
Advantage. I have: ſomewhat. of-the belt- 
things, I wHll thankfully enjoy them 3j and 
having Food and Raunent, take the reſt as 
an'-over-plus, or. want 'them -with Content: 
E never-will'd not- to be Poor ; not to be-des * 
ſtitute -of Relarions ; not- to {iffer Sickneſs 


ſhould I fear, -or be-vexed at, who may-.al- ; 
ways be, what I-ſhould.? 'wwho need not be: 
miſerable, unleſs + will 2: what Cauſe haveÞ 


(n) John 17+ 15. - $ 


x20 9n JfoWhle cap | 


- ſuffer, buy not &@ evil kill me, buttnethwg 
me- I ray | be Poor, yet Juſt, and Con: 
tent : It fpoken of, but ſtill I can do welk * 
 Pagſervation-from. Sip, is 4 greater Mergy, 
then exemption from: Syffermg. He that lies 
under the: moſt acute Torment, may fee a: 
- Bother more :ladly cruciated, if not in his 

Body, by -the Agonies of his Mind ;- an(| 
there's no'pgin ſa ſmall, but. God hath a fin: 
- £er in it, though it be. but the aching of tho 
- Intle finger. © Pain; in:vain thou-attempt: 

gt me, {o long: as I cam:honeflly, bear 'thes'; 
and have;;1o;much- Cauſe: of: Jay, for my 
healthful frame of Soul ;that-he hath curd 
me of my Luft, and Avarige, Pride, and 
- Pallion:, Exvy-and Revenge; which dilor- 

ders maſt mens Minds. , - ang! are more for- 
midable-; pernigious:Evils';--then- thoſe: that 
diſtempor their Bodics,:and-thruft them into 
Hoſpitals, © How ſhould thatmake me; worle, 
which makes/not my ſelf worſe ? *Tis not in 


in.my power $0-attain to ſuch a greatneſs of 
mind, as. becomes a-man ; whereby. I may 
be lifeed upaboye the hurt of optward Crok 
| ies, © It tay be in the power of-others, to 
difturb my outward: Condition ; but it is in 
my own, power, that they ſhall not diſturb 


; My PaWerts change:my Condition, bur it is | 


God, arid my; (@lf tov-? (Men may make. me | 


— —_— — 


my Mind. Falſe Accuſations can no;more 
| "ne | | dcltroy; 
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, to my. heart, more then inthe time, that. | ons, 
my Corn and .Wine, my worldly Goods | pun 
encreaſed.. If- he withdraw. ſome Tempo- | þ 

-ral Enjoyments, he will lefſen my deſires, \ we 
or give in the more of himſelf, He can | ver 
croud a great deal of Comfort, into a little: | to | 
of the Creature. Where the Poſleflions are,. | . 
low, he can heighten.the Fruition ; or hin-i | am 
ſelf be inſtead of them. Therefore hath ca- Wa! 
ken upon him the Names of all other Come. | alr« 
forts 3- to intimate, that he is able to ſtand | my 
for all, _ they, ſignifie, or are worth. ; our } det 
Portion, Inheritance, Habitation, High Tower | Tra 
Shield, Shadow, Refuge, Buckler, Horn of Sal> | Par 
wation, Strength, Delruerer, Friend, Father, | dull 
Hwsband, &c. Whatſoever Benefit or Help- | tha 
ulneſs we-meet with #2 them, is in him to be | an 
found in a more excellent manner. We have | lf 
teaſon to thank the World if it Jove us not; | Str 
if it make us place our Comfort and 'Con- | hir 
2ntin God and a goed Conſcience. "They | the 
are unkind, whom we have obliged ; but we: -| wh 
repent not, if we have done ſuch ungrateful. [Tf 
Perſonsgood, and hereafter, place our hopes. 1c 
andexpeaations above. . *Tis they that injure. | the 
me, not_ 1, that ought to be troubled ; ex-. | bu 
zept for their ſin, not my, own ſuffering.. '| Cc 
Let's not, when there isno fault in the Cauſe bo 
make one in the Calamity 3; ſince, we ought. 
rather to render double praiſe, for our AMiti-. : 


/ 


T 
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z 


- 


| ops,” and for our Innocency. When weare 


to Contentment. T1293. 


uniſh'd for our Crimes, we ought to'have - 
Picience; but when we ſuffer innocently; 
we may. well add Gladneſs to it. Whatſoe- . 
ver is not pleaſant, may be uſeful, ſo onghe 
to be acceptable. | Inc 
When I am unloaden of my Luggage, 'I 
amdighter for my. Journey 3 that calls:me a- 
way to my true Riches, where-my heart is. * 
already. It's but a Moveable that's removed;z; 
my bÞberitance is incorruptible, undefiled, fa- 
| deth not away. * A little Money ſerves the 
Traveller that hath but a little way to go.) 
Parum wie, quid multum wigtic ?* It's no. 
diſhonour, -or prejudice toa Pilgrim, to want 
that, which would be a Weight, a Burden, 
an Impediment. To-him, -not-only, alittle 
lufficeth, but much is troubleſome. He's a 
Stranger, not only to his reſidence; :but-to 
himſelf ; and is, rather where: he: is not; 
then where he is. ' Earth is not the place 
| where I am to-expedt Glory, or Greatneſs z 
[I ſhall have enough above, and here too, ſo : 
I can keep within my ſelf, and look upon o- 
ther things with an indifferent eye. 'This is 


” 


| but my Pzlgrimage , my paſlage, (not my 
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| be paſſage ; ſicknelles, loſſes, affronts, dif” } 


Countrey, or place of reſt) at moſt; my a- 
bode for .a night ; where I mult expe& bad 
uſage, a troubleſome, uneaſie , uncomforta- * 


ace 


> 


224 An Jnfallible Way- | 
graces, tempeſtuaus Weather , rough Comy.|, 
' panions , 'that will turn me our of my way; 
qr jaſtle, befpatcer, chrow dire upon me m 

#, This kind of. uſage or condition, is but ' 
according to the. Law, the Cuftam of the 
' place, the common Condition of things in it. 
© will not be folicicous-for' beter Aocomme- 

dations, where I muft -make'ſo ſhort a ſtay; | fro 
* and be gone: all will bz amended when T | thi: 
ame: to my Journeys end, the place of my 
- Feſt and happineſs. Shall 1 leave off thoughts 
of gaing home, becauſe Ice ſome handſome 
- Jans by the Way ? -or another Road croſs it : 

Be ſtartled when I mzec with one diſfirisfa- 
- Gon, wheroT look for many ? 'T doubt not 
to: receive., what I can juſtly deſire : I fear 
not to ſuffer :the wrongs which T'do not do: 
F am in-no danger by reaſon of him who 
loves me as his Friend, afd hath ſo fecurd 
' the Intereſt of all thoſe who have configned 
themſelves to his- care, that they are ever 
$appy, nothing can make thear miſerable. Þ. 
am fully content with my particular allow- 
ance ; the Countrey whether I am going, 
* hall content me with the meaneſt Entertain- 

Ment upon my Road unto it. I have ng | 
power to make it all plain- 3; nor have har: 
- gain'd with God to make it fo for me. I'do 
not think there is any difficulty in the Di 
* Sine Methods, becauſe I underſtand thens 
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9 Contentment, T2F 
w |. not :- hoc appoint him a time to.beftew thoſe 
y, | Courtelics, which 1 donor ablolutely pray, * 
i | that I may receive. © I do not. defire that he 
at | ould alter the courſe of his Providence, te 
he | accommodate my preſent condition. ' Nets 
it. | ther will chink-thatany ching falls out amiſs, 
10+ | though he permir that which Lunjuftly-ſuffee | 
; | from my; Adverfaries, 'not-to!be re@ified' In. * 
this Life ; ' ſince I know it will, to my infis 
| nite advantage, be ſet in order in another: 
| Since thegeneral Randevouzofall Happineſs, 
is only thereto be expeted; where my Jour” 
it > | ney ends, my mind ſhalt be always fixd up? . 

> | oxit';| I wilt comfort my ſelf all the way, 
with" che thoughts: of whar I ſhall enjoy, 
when I come unto it.” - A' Traveller reckons 
of | of Storms, and Tempelts, ill Way; foul 
Weather, hard Entertainment, homely Fare, 
{range Uſage : is content with any thing, 
makes ſhift with every Incorwenience, minds 
| not others Sayings, Doings, er Poſleffions, 
| a5 he paſſes on 3 ſome are Chiding, others 
: | Dancing , others omg, others Building, - 
ng, | Oc. whilſt he's not at lealure tothink of any : - 

in- | thing, but his dear Countrey. Sets not his 
ng | heart: on his ww, which he mult leave next 
Morn 2: feeks not far Honours, or Offices 
do | in ic. -All his care is, how he-may paſs ſafe, 

Dj ] and well, and quietly ;- he hath enough at 
| home. Here we haye Houlſgs, as Foxes have | 
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Holes,  afid [Birds of the Air haye Nefts, 19 


Þ be- chas'd:-afhd driven from them at plealurg 
No comtinuing City, but we.ſeek one to 


come... And, who would not contentedly * 


o through a-Priſon to a Palace:2 a Barren 
Wildernek. to.a Land of Promiſe? endure 
the .Crofs,: and' deſpiſe the Shame, ſor-the 
- Joyiſet beforeius?;- The'days of mourning 
* will beers long over.. -If our Crofs be hea 
*  Vy, we have. but alittle way to carry it. 
Nothing that hath an end, can make a man 


only, happys of: miſerable. This is but a ſtep! 
of 41! 


ilLway ,- a pleaſant /one is. dearly bought: 
with-theloſs of Home. 


ous Inference in any, to argue unkindneſs in 


any temporal Want or Suffering, who hath 


a Title to an Eternal Inhericance and Reward. 
Were this Earth Hell, and the Men in it 


'Tis a very fallaci- | 


Devils, all the Sufferings we could undergo, 
were- not worthy to be compared to our fu-! 
ture Happineſs. What card the Proto-Mar- 


tyr St. Stephen, for gnaſhing Teeth, ſparkling- lh. 
Eye, killing Stones, Heaven made them pre- * 


tus, Our Thoughts, which bring us in no-) 


"thing but trouble and vexation., would as. + 

ſoon bring us in joy and pleaſure, did we! | o 
turn them to proper Objects. A thought of q 1, 

the heayenly Glory, is as ſoon. thought asof: | ;, 
an earthly Croſs. We complain, the World: | x; 
troubles us, then, What do we there.? Why: | 
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of onr Souls, 


get we not up by the Elevation 


'|'Into that quieter Region ? What trouble 
| would the thoughts of future Happineſs be 


unto us? O! who would not expect, that 
a Fourney which hath ſo bleſſed an end, and 
logood Accommodations by the way, ſhould 
be paſſed, with all imaginable. chearful 
neſs and alacrity ? That we ſhonld - live 
here Learners and Practirioners of that State 
of unmixed, interminable Joy, to which we 
aſpire 2 The moſt formidable Calamities of 


| ns World, are below all meaſure of compa- 


riſon, to that Happineſs, which admits of 
| no Hyperbole, intailed on patient Stfferers un- 
der them. : 


The Example,of CHRIST. 


Onſidering our .great Exemplary of Suffer- 
ing and Patience, how can we be Impa- 
tient Sufferers ? Who can be troubled at Want, 


| that worſhips a God, willing to live and dye 
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in Sorrow? - His Mother not rich enough to 


"| bring a Lamb for an Offering ; a few Barley 
-| Loaves and Fiſhes, provifion far his Train'? * 
; | Or value Efeem ,, when he was ſo underva- 
'Flued), traduced, envied., reproached, ' be- 


trayed by his own Servant; abandoned by all - 


| his Diſciples except one, who followed him 


| longelt © 
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ullible {Jay 


longeſt , to renounce him the more Bak ] 


fully by a three-fold abjuration ; 
Death by his Country-men ; his 


Fribat 


paid by a Fiſh ; his Triumphs folemniz Jby fe 


anothei's Aſſes-Colc ; ; Bora among Beaſts ; 
Liy'd, if not u 
Dy'd among 
Ca 
of his own ; and, che price of his Blood buys 
2 Burial- place for Strangers. What lower 
degree of Poverty , then to take his Begin- 
Bog - a Stable? to make his End 


FY or Fa Offznces of the Exec 
where he offered a Sacrifice of {weet {melli 
ſavour unto God, and purchaſed Glory un- 
to Men. 

Why wauldſt :hounot, whale is the Earth, 
and the fulneſs thereof, raiſe to thy (elf a 
Palace compiled of thols. -Pretious N9 
which he hid in the claſs Coffer of that t 
inferiour Treaſury ? and command all the 
Potentates of the Earth to attend thy y Train, 
Wy the glocious Retinue of bleſked Angols7! 

hy dig not thy Rately Followers, plitterin 

imngLiverics 2 and-the quint 

all this Warl&; Delicacies, a to 
| ky thy Table? Since thou wouldeſt comp 
| £9 our Earth, why. wouldelt thou not en 
the beſt Entertainment it cauld give th of 


Publicans; 


na Alms, a y 
without : 


hieves 3 his Bir 


his Burial, without a +, os Grave | ( 


on 
? noiſom and -ignominious hong 


_l\ 


-| Lord is denyed harbor, and 1a 


pn SIE, 2 
L the 1NpeEreminent' AQ  OF- 

” Troop to abae thy af to the ſafferance 
of Extremitics and Indignitigs; - and fink th 


Yut 


| ſelf to the battom of Abjedednels , to exalt 
; | qur Condition to the contrary Extreme ? 
; | How ſhould we learn both to want, and a+ 


bound from. thee, when aboundin 
Glory and Richesof Heaven, wouldeſt want 
2Lodging in thy firſt Welcome to the World? 
How can it deze us to be rejected of the - 


p with the 


in-| World, which is none of ours, when thou 
| 
;| walk about'in 


cameſt to thy awn, -. and, thy own- received 
theenot ? What wonder tor thy Servants te 
Sheep-skins ,. and Goatskins ; 
deſtitute, aMicted, tormented ;- when their 
fety. for his 

ike 2 Why. wouldeft thou, be thas homely, 

t that, by contemning worldly Glory; thou 
mightelt teach us to do 1o.; and landifie Pex 
perty unto them,'.whom-thou' calleſt unto 
Want ? TFhat, ſince; than, 'who hadft the 
choice of all earthly Conditions , . weuldeſt 
be born poor, and live deſpiſed, thoſe which 
muſt want out-of nece{lity,:might not think : 
their Poverty. grievaus ?:: Who can murmur 
and -reping, under-.the harſheſt Ulſages,' that 
conſiders. thou (whe knew all fron: the: be-. 
Rong) chole to fuffer uncivil men to-croud 
thee with the Horſe and the Afs.in a publick . 
Sable ;\.to have Contempt incu opon thy 
*" over- 


| 
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Poverty ; and Negl6& added to all Incomt 


veniences ; not only to appear wean, but'&"| 


ven to force others to think meanly of * thee? 

He that made all places, finds none himſelf, 
and is content : he that hath many Manſion 

for others in his Father's Houſe, hath nor the 

leaſt privacy in an Inn, and complains nor, 

repines not at it. He that wonld have 


ven his churliſh Hoſt an eternal Houſe im | 


Heaven for asking for, cannot have the leaſt 
part of his here, becauſe his Parents ſeem 
poor, -yer fetches not down Fire to confume 
him for his Inhumanity. None will have 
cauſeto-complein of his coarſe Robes, hard 
Bed, thin Table and Attendance, that calls 
to mind,- how it was with the great King, 
Thoſe 74dols of the World's eſteem, (Riches 
and Honour) are ſo far from-making us truly 
Happy, that they are not of themſelves eligt- 
| ble'inthe number of good things. No.man 


is to-beaſhanvd of,or diſquieted with mmocent 


Poverty ,/ of which our Lord made Election? 
or worthy to be his Member, that ſuffered fo 
much for other 'men's fins', who cannor-en- 
dure: {6 little AfMfidation, 'if not for his fake, 
yet'' for 'his own. The'beſt Expedient- to 
 ſhameus outof Repinings, is, 'often'to draw 

this uneven parallel: confront our petty un 
| eaſineſles, ' with his unſpeakable Torments: 
Is impollible then, ſurely, but our Admirati 
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on, 
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eft- 


| low his ſteps. | 
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on, and Gratitude muſt ſupplant-our Impats- 
ence, Delicate, tender Members , arc unde- 
Gnt,unbecoming a Head (tuck full of Thorns, 


{ Our heavieſt Croſſes are but Chips, or Sha- 


yings to his, 

He that taketh not up his croſs, and followeth 
him, |: z« mot worthy of him ; | as not having 
the, Courage ,* the Conltancy, the. Sincerit 


of a Chriſtian, or of one pretending. to ſo - 


great Benefits , ſuch high Priviledges, ſuch 
excellent Rewards as he propoſes ; not wor- 
thy of the Honour to wait upon him ; can- 
not be hzs diſciple; not capable to be reckond 
among them ; ſhewing uch an incapacity to 
learn, declaring fuch an indiſpoſition totran- 
{ribe thoſe needful Leflons of Humility, Pa- 
tience , Selfreſignation ,, ſubmiſſion 'to the 
Divine Will, fo fairly fer him by the Inftru- 


| ion and Example of him who ſuffered for 


us, leaving us an Example that we ſhould fol- 

"If my Head but ache, I lay it down on a 
foft Pillow, to eaſe my pain, and leſſen my 
grief; whilſt thou haſt no Dearh-bed, but a ' 
Croſs, or Boulſter, but of Thorns, whereon to 
lay thy. weak and wearied Head; no Cloaths 
to cover , or ſhelter. thee from the ſtormy 
Cold, but thoſe of Inhocency. When I am 
Sick, my Friends about me beſtir themſelves : 
to eale my diſeaſed Body ; and revive my -/ 

| fainting 


INI _ 4QQA 


t32 an Infallible Clay, _ 
fainting Spirits with Cbtdiats *nd comforts. 
ble words : while the only Suctotir.thoſe's 


bout thee afocd,” are bitter Scoffs, and Wi | 

mingled with Gall at thy hout of Dea 

How may my Face be confounded with 

ſhame, who am ſo way-ward and impatient 

to \tffer a light Afﬀiction, for, of from thee, 
who endur'd fich extrtrhe, © vnpitied To 

ag arenboned] | I 7 a5 

wenow imagine it a ve ppy thi 

to be High and Prof perous in vb W Acta 2 © 
ſwim in affluence and Pleaſiire ? Can we 
take it for a Miſery to be Mean-and Low? 
to rags with Mb i) Seals here, <4 

Thg the Fountain © appinels purpolel 

| ed to fo forlotn ace ind oa 

pleasY ro become fo deep a Sufferer 2 _ 

- * Beholding this Tragic Speftacle, with de- 
ne of our minds, How can we but dif- 
Tegard* the ' deceirful Vanities, the milchie- 

yous Delights of this World ?. How can, we 

but' reconcile onr Minds to the worlt Con 
dition, ſuppore onr Hearts under the heavi- 
eſt Preffuces, tulmit chearfully to, gladly 
accept of the Divine Diſpoſal, howevet gris 
yors atid afftited to our natural Will ? Can 
we realotiably expe& ? can we artently de- 
fire? canwe eagerly afe great Proſperity, 
 'when our Lord tafted ſuch Kaveciity - Can 
we admire thofe ſplendid Trifles which he 


4 


: 


nevery 
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| never regarded in his Life, and which art 


his Death only ſerved to mock and abuſe 


& 
ith 
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him ? Can we reliſh thoſe ſordid Pleaſures, 
of which he willingly vouchſafed not to tafte 
and the Contraries whereof he dying, choſe 
to. bear in the extremity ? Can we diſdain or 
deſpiſe a State of Sorrow and Dilgrace , 
when he by voluntary fuſception of ic, hath 
ſo dignified and graced, by which we fo near- 
emble, and become ſo conformable to 
him, concur and partake with him, yea, b 
whichin ſome Cales we may promote, anda. 
ter a ſort, compleat his deſigns, filling up that 
which is behind, 'of the Afﬀidtions of Chriſt 
in our fleſh? Who can now hugely prefer, 
being eſteemed, approved, favoured, com- 
mended by metibebige their infamy,reproach; 
Gerifion, perſecution? Who can be ambitious 
o-worldly Honour, or Repute, covetous of 
Wealth, or greedy of Pleaſure, who obletves 
him chuſing rather to-hang upon a Crofs , 
then ſit upon a Throne: Inviting the Cla- 


- [mours of Scorn and Spite, rather then Ac- 


damations of Blefling and Praiſe : Deveſting 
pg of all ſecalar Power, Pomp, Plenty, 
veniency, and Solace : - Embracing the 


an 
de- (er of a Slave, the Repute of a Malefadtor ; 


be 


re the Dignity and Reſpe& of a Prince, 
Which were his Da 


e, Which he molt-eafily 


| could have obtained. 
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Here . 
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 Herethou healedlt all that came unto thee; - i 
far be ic from me, to think thy Glory hath W 
abated of thy Power,of. thy. Mercy,of thy Com | is 
paſſion : that the Head is leſs pitiful on the4 E> 
Throne, then on the Foot-ſtool. In all our | W 
Affictions, thou. art afflited. Scill and.& | an 
yer, thou art our aſſured, faithful, all-fuff- | of 
cient Phyſitian, and healeſt all chat come n- | ra; 
to thee in our Maladies ! *tis as impoſlible we | Cl 
ſhould want help, as thou Power, and Merc, | w! 
'No Djſeafe ſhall ever thruſt any of thy Pat | ſp 
ents into the Grave, till thou, turn the Key, 
and open it.,. Give me. but as much. Come on 
* Inthismy Sorrow, as thou giveſt me Security, | In 

and at my worſt I ſhall do well. _ | ne 

* Now 15 the time of my great Providence, | fig 
and Patience, Fortitude, and Courage : to] an 
bring forth that Store, I have been-1o long] Ar 
Fenerin : to practiſe that Chriſtianity,T have 
o pleaſantly, ſo peaceably profeſſed. © O!] ce 

tet my temper, and moderation appear inthis 
* difficulty. Let the World ſeethe fruit of my 
Religion ; that there is more in it then a bare! 
Name ; that I can wiſely digeſt my own de- 
fires ; as well adviſe my felf, as others. Tis 
a ſcandal to Religion, to affli& our oat 

a 


oQ. 
© 


— a 


TEES CHASER © 


with: great and heavy Sadneſs; whillt pat 
ent Sufferings, are highly inſtructive to'out 
Brethren. Where is the\Confolation of ry 
ly Scripture ? Where is the fruit of Preacty 


vo! 
\ 
. 


tg 'Contentment: 125 
ing? Where! is; the. ſweemneſs of Prayer © 


'T Where is the Counſel of wiſe Men'?/ V/here 


is the Reſult of ; Experience ? Whereis the 
Exerciſe of Faith, and Love, and- Patience © | 
Where -are my good Thoughts, Purpoſes, 
and Reſolutions, ſo well taken in the time 
of my Proſperity, to be an example of Gou- 
rage tothe reſt of Mankind:2+Where is'that 
Cloud of Witneſſes, of fomany patient ones, - 
whaſe Conſtancy'lI have fo- oft |adrhired ?E-!. 
ſpecially, my Lord and. Saviour, ''the molt : 


1 glorious Character of Patience,and Submiffi- 


on ; Freedom; and Courtefie5 Cantor, ant . 
Ingenuicy; Lowline(s, and Hurgiticy;. Genle- 
neſs, and Meekfiels'; Charity an Compal: | 
long. Kmdaeſs,:and : 'Mildnefs, - 
and. Forgiveneſs: Truſt ji; 
An Abyſs of Love, of Mercyy: of Dolor, . of : 
Ignominy, of:;Blood, 'of: Loathing, of Ex-:. 


| cols, of Admiiration; bf Amrdazement; which 


[wel [ #h:Jlughts,! dried: up all:Tears, 
Legs hall Pains, drench-" 
| <th, all Gandeptions 


Exrthly Grendurgrand: Beauty, damps the | 


'Ti5] Scenes bf all Garnal'delights and fatisfaRion, / 


P 


i : 
= 
bo 


elv 
at 
) ; 


Mantonics Nainetti/a-our Pridepcchechs - * 
By arrQnnals, diſpit \Minds:to:pre-/: 


qualbes all that excravagant Gleez. which. we: 
can find in any wild: ;Brdlick;;oc1 Rictods: 1. 


* | fon-labmiſtign. co Gol, Ldfeint Canis) 


b | 30! 


; Confidence; 


cms the:Luſtrecof all + : 
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en. Who-can now complain; he doth, 

- or fuffereth too much? or-1s treated with 
Tels renderneſs then he':deſerves? All FE en- 
* dure, is nothing, to what Tſhontd, and thou 
- didf{t for me, 'O Saviour the Contemplati- 
on and Application of thy Sufferngs, is e- 
 nough to ſweeten awhote Life of Bitterneſs," 
| I care not how unpleafant-a Portion I find 
here, fo the'Power and Virtie of thy pre- 
tious Death may- ſeaſon it to my Soul, © 


The Conclyfioni of the foregaing Confiler ations. 
A N D nawniethitnks amidtrbeſe Thoughts! 
it 8nd uneaſie thing, inall Eftates to'be* 

Content : And; nat-fo much to Swffer,as\ Recerve. 
allthathappens;"ab if 1 would not have'i fall: 
Out OO core ware GX- 
tract; gain qur of: Loſſes,” ua, pox the 
| Ruinesbf.thorti/ faving, Have Yoftnothing;® 
maks Damazi ict rrgive. Invert? Whae” 

ever it takes. frommeg=The'cofleſtMeck- 


Enemies 


J 

. 
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om with -the - Fancies' and Deſires - of dl 
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to Contertment; _ 137 
for my baſe, 'diftraſtful, evil Heart of Un- - 
belief, in departing from the' Living God ; 
who by his own'Communication, can make 
a rich amends for the ltofs of any 'Temporalt 
Concernments ; and deliver me from 'che 
want of them, even while they are wanting. 
That will not fait to give Patience; 'if' not 
Peace, Contentment 1 nor Riches, Submif- 
ſion to bis Wil, x, if northe futfillingof my own, 
And, *cis almoſt all one, never 'ro" beim. 


Want, or never to he without Contentonent., 
Was my Treafure in Heaven, ant 


Hearc fixed there, pon the'Cenicer off 1 
Blifs and' Happi <>; Naw timov'd w 
the Rumours Wars, and Devaſtations fihd, 
and leave me ; which Wvade, and aglrats 
mens Breafts, and fo diſturb ct moft pry 
fant compoſed” Hours. I ſhotildler him 
tone'to ie the World; chat wh w 
take care of me and; mine, who h ach: ig: 
getit ; who cannot bot'do it 3 hls LCA 
and Providence watches over te; wh 
Eye, and,Ear, and Arms; are open es H -+8 
har Bowels yearn for ink | Ki | 
pu rchasd me; YR eterijal Bleffedneſs' 
ts. 
Hat | k conquer'd Tblttlpt to bor | 
kelow, and rais'4 m above.thejr | 
& and Contents: 7 I always retain a 
found Indifference LAN thoſe various Fare 
# +» 0 2 S, 
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- cies; which trouble and difguier the dating | 
irers: How 


Worldling, wn irs "fond 
Eonhgently, undauntedly y, might I march a: 
Se them,; dreadleſs, unſhaken; unconfu- 
d&ſpiſing all that, 'whichis the ſtrife ag 
ROD, s toll, BY ruin of Mankind. 
' Were I "Br once arriv'd at a true indiffe- 
ency of Mind. ; Acquieſcence in, Reſigna- 
| ED ready 119.00; to Infinite Wiſdom, 
.Power, nd Ge dnelſs ; and fear'd doing, in- 
ﬀeeal of ſuffering Evil : How Serene ? how 
| of. of Ft ſhould I be, amidft the 
gs, Commotions, Tumults; and Con- 
A 'of this ſtormy Region, this uncer- 
ain State 2 'Thoug LEES fell in that Ape, 
lat ſtands next orlds. laſt Calenture, 
When the whole frame of Nature ſhall be in 
Afi Fx Ci burning Fit ? 
Did. my Faith give' me a conſtant livel 


'\ vv, *Hh ole Rewards.of Vertue God hat 
| 4g .and his Followers are now -Blel- 


J . Fortune, in that place of uninter- 
| oy .z and. look down with 
ION, Scoin, and Indi ignation, n 
"Mole hill "of buſie Ants, as col 
-men';.ch hough ja all the World' Con- 

[ make me miſerable. En 
wy Could but bet; aken EE; more with 
oye. of God 5 Bd ati abſolute Empire 
+7 wig , os 


Hiw ſecure ſhould T. ſit from the 


_ 


te 3 yn on ct jp AG HUOmqa cy ww AG MU wWwaano mw way wn Fo 


INRA <SAAAX 


. bver my Paſſions ; did'I rightly etnbrace the : 


[ Pleaſure which dwells in a true Behevers 


to Coiittiitment? 235” 


Reconciliation wronght $i A 
Jeſas Chriſt, and maintain'd that FaitR*S' 

good Works ( without” which Food,” -it falls 
into a ſhaking Palſie, and pines away,) were 
I always careful of pleaſing him” and my 
own Conſcience: Might I but.ſee; and feet- 
the lovelineſs'of my deat Redeemer; ml tiry 
heart was fil'd, and raviſht with that Love. 
Had T but more of the Spirit-of Adoption,.. 
and thoſe filial Aﬀections to tmy* Heavenly 
Father : Could I but breath' and pant/more* 
earneſtly after hini, and maintain a<conſtant ; 
Correſpondence and Communion with him: 
How Ile ſhould T vale 7 Þow <aftly conld 
I ſpare thoſe Trifles the purblind World ad- 
mire 2 How careleſs ſhonld I be, who had 
che Pleaſures, Honours, Riches of it 2 How? 
far ſhould. I be from  envying” of them ? 
would pity the- miſerable © Tyrants of this 
World, as Slaves, and worle 'then- Beggars, 
that taſt not- of that Kingdom of Love and. 


Breaſt ? 1 would bear the loſs of other things, 
with the ſame frame' of. Spirit, I enjoy'd; 
them ; refuſe - to- part with » no enjoyment; 
to ſecure this, and follow all the Pomp; and 
Pleaſure of the World to the Grave, without 
a ſad Heart, or a ſorrowfut Countenancs. 
I would fit down: contentedly,' in a ſenſe of” 


G 3 my. 
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Fr reckon' I had all; if I wanted not this. 
eſt larisfi'd if Þ have but a Father in Heaven, 
though I have rever @ Friend upon Earth ; 
ſhew. #s the Father, and it ſufficeth us, Deat 
-it ſelf ſhould not diſmay me ; but be wel- 
com'd with oy and Gladnef,. as an Auxiliary 
ſent from God, to give me the Day and Tre 
«mph over all my ConfliFs: To free from the 
Troubles, and Uneaſineſs of a wretched Life. 
That- takes off all our Burdens, ftrikes the 


war-fare, ſounds the joyful Retreat from all 
our Conflias; frees the Caprive without Ran- 
han, diſmiſles the Oppreſſed, without the con- 

ent of the Oppreflor ; brings home the Ba- 
* niſhed, in ſpite of the Baniſher ; heals the 


| marred Fortunes ; repairs all Damages and 
Diſaſters ; makes even all Diſorders and In- 
equalities ; 'neceflicates us to be no more mi- 
ſerable. The duſt of the Grave will dry up 
our Tears, bury all our Cares in Silence and 
'Oblivion. We ſhall have a ſure Repole in 
that Bed of Ref, and never be put to the 
Hazzard of a: Battel more. His everlaſting 


(as ſoon as the Fight is over) in that quiet 
* Region, where all Evil is ſeparated from us; 
*no Enemy to appear againſt us, no diſcom- 


I hadnothing elle; , 


{weat-off our Brow, calls us for ever off our | 


- Sick, without -pain of Phyſick ; mends all | 


Arms ſtand open to receive and Crown us, | 


 poſure, 


TIA «© 


-poſurt, interruption, [or end of perſectJoy, 
n Trariquillity and Happineſs. Where patient, 
'chearfnl, enduring hardſhip in our Warfare; 
15 recorded, reckon'd among our Faithful Sex- 


+warded with a far more exceeding and etet- 
nal weightof Glory. Where we ſhall put of 


"to Coritendnient, — 14: * 


wices 3 light! Afflidtions for'a tnoment, re- 


our Helmet, and put on our Crows 5 exchange 
the whole Armonr of God, for Robes and 
Diadems, Scepters and Palms; Enſigns of 
Kings; and Conquerours. Where are Mas- 
 fooms made ready for us, that call Eſcurials, 
 Lowoves, the ftatelieſt, proudeſt ScruRtures, 
- but better modell d Dunghil:,- leffening intc 
inconſiderablenels, undieratlenes Alto 
lid fecure reſting place, after our wea 
Pilgrimage, -in our Father's Houſe and Love 
-liable rem orlando ,Hazard 
-or Calamity, Fire; or{ , Thiet, or Mort 
Diſturbance, Diſmheritance, or Exetment 
Where he will famihiarly converſe-with, and 
-Entertain all his Domeſticks , his Followers 
who ſhall be; not as unconcerrd ator 
bur intereſted: Pofſeflors, glorified to 
wich him. Where the Tree of | Knowled! 
ſhall be ' without Encloſure *i and the mc 
volupruous Hm in reference to. it, b 
innocent. Where there ſhall beneicher Lu# 
nor forbidden Fruit. © Where: the pleaſure « 
Speculation ſhall be —_— the Tail I 
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that'Maxim be eternally antiquated, He.ehat | 


we ſhall diſcern the apt Conjun&ures, and 


-.when-acted upon the Stage/of-chis World, 
Acentd -ſ9;.croſs;--fo,-perplex'd;, ſo! full: 'of 
.miſterious:Intricacy,” Where we ſhall [for 
-eyer contemplate -the extent -of that All- 
'creating , All-ruling! Power, - the principle 
ot-;all ation, life, and motion through 
chic whole Creation:,,-that turns the mig 

"Wheel of -Providence, throughout: the: fut- 
. cefſton of alltime: Where Goadneſs, Grace, 
and Mercy. ſhall be fully 6pened ; 'and- the 
-Aifficulty vaniſh, , of reconciling fatherly Se- 
-wverity, with Love, + Where after all diſcom- 
poſutgs here, our-Spicits ſhall return-toa con- 
hiſtency.;-and the fame invarjable appearan- 
cesiof Glory, be always preſent, / without be- 
ing ſ{tlied-j- obſcured ,' or ia a declination. 
Where: the Law of Sin, ſhall never check 
the Law of Ged ;- but all rebellious Reluctan- 
cies,” Contentions, Contradictions ceaſe for 
ever. No more Reproaches, Oppreſltons, 
or Perſecutions. No more falfe Accuſations, 
halings into: Priſons , draggings before Tri- 
banals. No more wandring into Deſarts, 
Sheep skins, in Goat-skins, in Dens, and 


clinations, and Indiſpoſitions, unmorgified 
I7y . LH Cor- 


'  Pnereaſes Knowledge, encreaſeth Sorrow. Where '| 


admirable. Dependancies'of things, . which, + 


avesof the Earth. All Infirmicies, ſinful In- | 


- 


to Contentment. 
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Corruptions, tumultuous Paſſions, Storms, | 


and Tem 


peſts, Fears, and. Cares.,..Pains., 


Dileaſes, Diſtem 


wholly cured and removed,. have now found 


a Period, ate for ever vaniſh'd and done a« - 


Way. 
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pers, and Uneaſineſles, are 


Encortragement 
Againſt the 


Fear of Fire, 


And (the uſual Efle&ts of it) 


POVERTY. 


Plal. 4. 8. 


— 


| TwilLboth Lay me downin peace, and ſleep : for & 


thou Lord only makeFt me dwellin ſafety. 


Nnumerable Evils moleſt and affli& the | © 
Ungodly : the troubleſome Companion: | 


of Fears, and Jealouſies, and diſmal 


continually haunt them, when they have no | 
- . others: deprive them of, or diſturb their na | Þ* 


" turalReſt. Their Ycepis broken, or depart 


i 


| 


| upholds them, -and their Habications : is the 


Encouragement agatiff Fire: 145: 
| from them. They ate no where ſafe and fre 
from Fear, or ifi(enſible of their Danger ; al-1 
ways expoſed to ir (being under Divine 'Dif- 
leaſure) and. diſcha from all kind of 
Procedtion. Neithe ; God, nor Angels, un- 
dertake to defen or preſerve them, or theirs. 
Whilſt. choſe chat, are ruly Good,. of the ſame 
Spirit, and in the Fame Condition with De- 
vid, have a full perlwaſion thatthey are Re- 
conciled to God, iti. his Love and Favour,” 
pnder the ans of his. Countehance : 
are oh g Eon 


Dian, | ol 
Enjoy ;% ol Shure al 

” S ROC oy = s 4 we are © laft, unlefs 
we think our |, toes if, : For we have freedom 
and 'fafery of Spirit anne f Sf Corgi +. both 


which are the ahi LO0Y, |, rot hoſe who-caft 
all their cars. and all their confi- 
dengs on him, rely ws iS Previdence and 


ProteRtion, who only faftains, ports; and 


| Gaule of theis fzarleſneſs, and ſecurity: Ci- 
$5. 26d gu victs, when nothing ele 


Cay , M&M to, Þe UNcon t 
a Bog 


man 5. -0S known 54 whoi 
oy ferve, i able tq d No els and that 
© All deliver them (4); "That fey ſecure- | 


we) Dan, 3, 1% 


146 Encouragement againſt 
[er themſelves, with.the man after 
0 


win peace, and ſeep ; for thou Lord on ly 
-makeHt me to dwell in ſafer 
| rh, They are fully ſatisfied of his Aﬀetion to» 
,ares them, his continual Care of them; his 
P, oyidence” over. them. © That their Helpef 
+ br with them, neater then their Dan- 
FPer,. and when in the m-dſt of i it, they art 
Finder the ſhadow of his Witgs: © That all 
Eleinents ate commanded and, reſtrained by 
kim. et all thirigs 
.at his Dilpolal: and- 
| Tor (uffer any. mins Fs ſhattm: Foe mo 
407 thear good an D nefie.” That nothing 
| Comes by blind Chance and Neceſſity. That 
4.1 things are managed and diſpoſed. b of 
NET aign Reaſon, and W: ildom ; t- wh 
bt always J5 nper them, Ee raged raj 
ject and! ccour Mets ei cat PN 
=pen, that ſhould moteſt'or bs a 
| (750Þ can he that firmly believes him moſt 
- powertul and able, moſt kind and willing, 
+. Ever preſent; and oY ro help hin), be in 
any caſe dilconfolate? r deſpair of ſeaſons 
bl HAN 2 Oh Le SV 5 Brkt ng, A 
.comld 
(0 pack Ek infioiee RUE q 
b. Bey ts bef,,” which'is* the work & 


Godt. The World cannot be. better at tl 
"4 nſtant 


F, 


bathe wi heir 


od's own heart, ſaying, I will beth lye me || t 


ars in his Power, 'and | © 


——— 


po. 


htc TS 2» wor. As 
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a 


| the work of God) better ; becaule it is as he | 


with, and acquielce in, but praiſe and a- 


Juſt and reaſonable cauſe lyeth under rocky: 
ths undiſcernable to us. He can do us. no 


1 linefs ; he would do us no wrong if be 


the Fear of Fire. © "1a 


inſtant, then it is: nor any thi (which is 


willeth it to be : but when he changeth them, © 
twill then be beſt, that they are changed, -- 
Ie ſhould therefore, not only be facisfied 


dore all. Occutrences of Prayidence, how 
Giſtaſteful ſoever to. ſence ; concluding, .a 


wrong, if he would, ſuch is his IV E- ho- 


Tuch is his infinite juſtice: he will ona 
but whats conſiſtent with, infinite Wildo 
"Goodneſs, Mercy , and. every. perte&ions 
And how unreaſonable. is it, not to ſubmit to- 
all cheſe'? If the 741 of the Saintsjn Heavet; 
'were not perfealy confornid to the Will g 
'God, they* could. not be. free fro m, Miſery - 
"Abraham would be ever and Ry, h ck 
to ag of Dives, : a ofher.ip 1 
Stare, It's our perfe&ion, eale, and ha 

ne, te our ji comply with and” io 
all ro the good pleaſire of God." If wer: 
his Will,” our own, we ſhall have all ins 
we defrre: Canbung alt Events, 
Tofs off, ahy thing wW ichout repipitig A | 

him”, who indeed, is the true $i Ne 
We ſhall never differ with him about that 
ME is his own. We ſhall haye peace hh 
. w 1m, 
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Lord 
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her 
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- him, wharſoever we undergo.  As' willing. .| 


bout bis bouſe , and about: 4l] that he bath, -0n 
eve). fide , that none of 1bem can be touched 
© (b) Job. ». 23-- ({)- 1 Sam. 2. 7... (4) Am. 3.6. + 
wiche | 
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the Fear of Fire. 149 
\ wichont divine permiſſion 7f). Fire, and 
1 Hail, Snow, and Vapour, fformy Winds (while 
| laying waſte, are ) fulfilling bis Word (g). 
Who faith unto them, hitherto ſhall ye go, © 
and no further. All Creatures, Elements , 
wicked men, have no power at all againſt us, 
except it be given them from above (4), Our 
| Houſes as well as our moſt Minute-parts (the 
hair of our head) are under the prote&ion of 
the ſame all-watchful Proyidence : when we 
his make them Churches (i), he will make them 
al - 496k places of Safety, and Refuge ro 
4 | Us 
' The Cattle as well as bifants, is broughe in 
4, | by God; as an Argument to ſpare Nineve 
+. (/). He regardeth whatſoever he hath made. 
bo He prelerverh man and beaſt (»»),- particu- 
, | larly is ſtiled che preſervey of men (n) The Sa-, 
- | ionr of all men, ſpecially of thoſe that believe (0). © 
th The Guardian and Prore@br of all good men: 
He will never in the !eaft neple&t thei; 
o_—_ tes abandon the Cate of "then 
wn So far as Temporals are good for thim, he 
3. | hath as much ſecured to them, as ererna | 
_ He will yive Grate 'and Gloxy ; z #d goo 


0 p; 5, 6. (ON PET4H v oi 19: 42+ 
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*.x5o Chicotttagement againſt | 
thing will be withhold from them that walk uy perf6 
' rightly. They that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want "11 (0 
any good thing (q). Lay not wait, O wicked | lm 
-. man, again#t the dwelling of the righteous ; (pot {ef 
not his reſting places (r). When thou lieft down, tings 
thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea, thou ſhalt lie d trad 
' and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweet (s). My people ſhall |;iin} 
dwell in a peaceable babitation, and in ſure dwel- | yo 
lings, and in quiet reſting places (t). Tudah ance 
ſhall be ſaved, and lſrael ſhall dwell ſafely (v), |. 7 
He that hearkneth v:1to me ſhall dwell ſafely, and \ygt 
' ſhall be quiet from fear of evils (w). Whoſo put- io 
eth bu truFt in the Lord ſhall be ſafe (x). The | 
Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them |j;m 
þ That fear him, and delivereth them (y). ' Behold; | rr, 
be that keepeth Iſrael , ſhall neither ſlumber nor. |(ar 
: Neep (z). (They muſt needs be ſafe, whom |; 
God keeps.) _ The ſalvation of the righteous w [ray 
of the Lord,  « their ſtrength in the tins tin 
trouble, and the Lord fball help them, and deli |fny 
wer them, becauſe they truft in bim (a): The | 
Lord us a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble, and Wt 
tbe knoweth them that truft in him (b). Hs. } 
that's aſſured theſe declarations .and promiſes, 
'Wwere.not made to mock , or deceive him, 
"bur ſeriouſly\made, and will certainly bg, 


731. the Fearof Fire. I51 
Wy oerform'd, How free muſtthis mind be from 
m 1:11 folicitude, and anxiety ? | How ſteady a 
ed calm , how {weet a ſerenity, will a firm be- 
#4 lef, {pread over his Soul, in regard of all con- 
", [nngencies and diſafters?. Could -we but as 
hy. lfeadfaſtly believe bis Promiſes, as he will cer- 
all tamly perform them , \ to them that do 5 they 
wy would as much refreſh us, as their perform- 

ab | ance coul3. | 
2). |. The bleſſedneſs of the righteous here, conſiſts, 
nd |not in. freedom from ſuffering , but fſatisfa- 
ot: [Gonini Bthold,' we count them happy which 


be endure. Bleſſed is the man that endureth tempt a- 


"Mm \iim-(t). Behold, happy us the man whom God 
& orreerb (4). Take my Brethren, the Prophets 
"7; [and Apoliles) for ar _— of ſuffering affli- 
m \n, and of patience (e). ho were, as ſor- 
* [roawful, yet always rejoycing ; as poor, yet ma- 
4 Int 'many rich as havimg nothing, and yet poſſeſ- 
mw  \mp all tbings (f): As it they had only the ſha- 
dow of evil, but really the ſubſtance of all goog. 
zd |When he {ces it beſt for us, not to preſerve 
- $usfrom, he will ſupport us under (as great a 
mercy. as to be delivered out) comfortus in, 
reward us for all our tribulations. His grace 
ball be ſufficient for us (g). He will not ſuf- 
kr us to be- tempted above that we are a- 
ble; but will with the temptation alſo make 


(c) Jas 5. 11. and 1, 12. (d) Job. 17. : (e) Ja 5 
lo. *(f) 1 Cor. 6. 10. (8) 2 Cor. 12. $+ | 
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1592 Encontagement againſt 
a way to eſcape, that we may be able'w}icep 
bear it (5). He hath commanded us raft ; 
careful for nothing (i). Tor caft all out care. neg} 
im, becauſe be careth for us (k). - All men 
9 of the \Lord are. mercy and truth, unto fath Ailkoy 
as ktep his covenant, and his reffimonits.. F 
celight is inthem that fear him, and purth 
truſt in his mercy. And -upon '2beſe '1#M|muc 
we may plead it with, and expect it from[j1! 
him. Preſerve me for q am boly, ſave thy | G put | 
want that putterh his truſt in thee: 7 am'thimt wor / 
ſave me (1). He hath promiſed to: pive's + 
contented minds ander all his —_—— tiGoc 
US : The fear of the Lord tenteth to life, andy} 
that hath it, ſhall abide ſatisfied : . be ſhall * 


mg with evil, - bis ſoul ſhall dwell at aſe (#» Niold 
wits keep him in perfet# peace hoſe mm che; 
| oy on thee ; becauſe be rruſteth in rheo (w)s"|pibil 
| 4 ejevee; fpirn lives much. beneath'tlp,y 
rate © | 


Chriſtian Principles and  Priviledglr] ; 
[There's a holy chearfulneſs and greatneſs Wane 
Mind, that becomes the ſaddeſt Oo £n&17, 
At deftrutFion and famine thou (halt < 
de in the wottery bene ar hon K 
-deſire to pleaſe God, we are to diſchar 
our ſaves of all unſucable Cares; and ab 1H 
don all {u{pitious hard thoughts of him. 'B 


MO Cor. 10. 13. (i) Phil.4.7. (4) x Pet. 
Pl. 25.101 and 86 2. (m) Proviig.23, 


tf (9) Ia. a=. Job's. 22- 


F 


| © *. the Fear of Fire, 153 
""Wilkeply concern'd for bis Comcernments, with- 
>Ifout any apprehenſion, br fear, thar he will 
"\neplect rhoſe which are moſt truly ours. Can 
Itmcn excel God in praiſe-worthy Actions ? 
Jeiliny one Relation (as Father, Friend, Hu- 
"AM&and, Brother, &c.) where there's Aﬀettt- 

Rita, is a_great ſecurity for our truſt. ' How 
?WImach more then when they meer all in one ? 
romWillhe not take care of his own, who hath 
+ ſaput {© il] a note on them that do nor, to be 
MM worſe then Infidels (p) ? Will you think be can 
'© Wie ſuch 4 one ? Religion lyes much in eruſti 

Wood, and living a life of Faith. They ſtrange- 
my miſtake it, that chink it conſilts in doubes, 
0 Aiſtruſts ; and fears. When Borromems was 
(®\wld of ſome that lay in wait for his Life, he 
menchearfully anſwered, An Dems eft in Mundo pro 
WY" [nibil ? Wheat, is God im the World for noaght 2 
1 lPawlies Camilins being made the Roman Gene» 

Biral ; as ſoon as he came to the Camp, every 

e was forward to_give him their Advice ; 
Have you a Care (laith he to them) but ro fight 


tichfully to diſcharge it, andto let God alone | 


4 

& 

b (fiwel, and I] take care of the reſt. Our Duty is; I 
v | 


Fic take Care of us, and ours; as being propt 
Wilwich an Arm upon which all the Crowns of 
- Ihe Earth might Repole the care of their con- 


8. akrvation. | 
ind: :. What can diſcompoſe him , who knows 
4 (p) 1 Tim. 5. 8. 


PI 
| A 


him- 
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himſelf (if he pleaſes) immoveably - happy ſx 

That his beſt Goods are ſecure from ay 

taques, and beyond the reach of any misf 

tune. That, deſiring what is beſt ; he canthavir 

not fail of his defire. The deſire of the rights|unde 
ſhall be granted (q). That (himſelf ex renh 

eenned) all the World cannot-wrong, or hut oy 


him. There ſhall no evil happen to no ae 
P 


If - he be red harbourleſs, thinks it 
ſtrange concerning the fiery Tryal 
is to try him, as though ſome ſtrange t ng] ſe; 
happened unto him (5). - Our Lord and V with 
{ter had not where to lay:his head (t). il [yve 
faichful Followers, of whom the World wiſRay 
not worthy , wandered in -Deſarts, and i 
Mountains, and in Dens and Caves of 'th 5 
Earth, (v) and had no certain Dwelling! 
_ place (a). And took joytully the oie 
of their Goods, knowing in themſelves t 
had in Heaven, a better, and an endWhh 2 
wi ſubſtance (x). Poverty is "made eaſie, by ho 
a contented mind, and not a trouble by env ſb : 
at more olentiful Fortunes. Why ſhould v "Ile 
much'value thoſe ſplendid toys, "that ſordi 
traſh, men ſo eagerly purſue ? or amuſe owt; 
ſelves with crivial matters 3 impertinent\, &} 
leaſt, if not prejudicial to our main Concerns? P 


V 


4) Pray. 10. 14. (r) Prov. 12. 21. (5) 1 Pet. ” ; 
( Mar. 8. 20. (%) ON It. 38, &) Js Mey” 6 
(x) Heb. 10. 34+ ke 


+ *%; 
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{What are our Bodies too much pampered, but 
bz ſomany recking Dung-hils, annoying our 
&lSouls, with ill ſteems, and vapours ? Are we 
fitter for any Service of God or Man, for 
ahaving more then will ſatisfie hunger £ And we 
bte- mdervalue, diſhonour , reproach, our hea- 
e>lrenly Father, to dowbs of Neceſſaries:. Hired 
utt}Servants have Bread enough and to ſpare, in - 
ma zg00d man's Houſe (3). The great Houle- 


iT]keeper of the World, will not ſtarve any of 
udlhis Family. The young Lyons ſeek their 
ungiMeat from God ; what of gather, or meet 
Swith in their purſuit, is his Gitt tothem,, He 
Slevech tothe Beaſt his Food, and to the young 
Ravens (Birds of prey) when they'cry (ﬆ), 
d Wie as ſmall value as Sparrows are, not one of 
helhem are forgotten before God (a). He thar 
ling? = hy Fowls *\ he Air, Fa cloaths the 
orals of the Field, will not ftarve us,though 

th inable, if, willing, to toil.ar:{pin, ſow, -or 
Elteap, or gather into Barns. 'He never ſuffers 
' by thoſe of Þ diligent hand, a frugal, .merciful 
enVflpoſition, to want (th6 he may, pride, pro- 
0 Wilkedlity, idleneſs). David, , when old ,:had 
rditherer. ſeen the Righreans forſaken, rior. 
© of ohecons.) Secd begging Bread :(),nrble 
=, =; es.their Enemies at- pgage with:then, :t> 
**Þ kinduntothem : tobe pitied of thoſe that 
R411 (0) ly re 17. Pf,104. 27. and £4749” (i 
4+ 1h 0 ls ba Yraget \ 1 Wy ” & 
Whaty* _w 
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carry them away Captive (c). And the batbadg 

rous People to [yew them ho licele ptr, Þavir 
We ſhall be ſatisfied ' with what the fr} 


i 


leaves, if, having Food and Rayment, wecatigyy ( 
(as we ought ) be therewith-content (e). Fair di 
cob indented with God for no more thenlirec 
Bread to eat , Rayment to put on (f). Agathiife: 
praysonly for Food convenient, and deprecathnt 
Riches (s). A bundred that were rhe Lon ” 


as Be. lived in a Cave with Bread and # 
ter (b). The Trazltes for their murmaringhieaci 
when they. enzoy'd that , . were deftroy'd dlhbce 
the Deftroyer (+). What a Feaft world thent 
Belly-full- of ir been, when an Ailes Hea vio. 
was Sold for rye peg beds oe 2 | 
the fourth part of a Cab of Doves Dang, 
five Pieces of Silver (&) ? Are we bet | 
then Letarm, who would have been cr 
the Cruras that fot from the rich man's T*l 
ble 2-rhen Fob rhe Bupriſe,” whs6 was cloa 
ed in Camels Hair, 2 rn Girdle : 
—— his: Meat, Tooufts, and wild H z 
>* Would the habit o of ſheep. thins, and goat ; 
, \beceme us worle then: the Primitivthnc 
Wd), Shall we not be content w Goc 
niean, with-afty Dwellings ; when Den: r all 1 
Caves -Hatisfied better then we'2 How it Wire: 
[PRI 108.45; (4) Ads 26" (4) | Tit. | 
( Gen.r2R. 20. (8) vi36-8. (b)'» Kin. 19.40 
x Cor, 10.10, ( } TROP" (1) Heb. x1. © 


wel: 
a> 


: the Fear of Fire. '- 2157 
batnndred forty years/in 'z barreti Wilderneſs, 
(d javing no Hoaſes ; rejoycing 'in this, Lord, 

Ie thaw haſt beer our dwelling-place m all generati- 
ls (7). Mean and old Cloaths will ſerve us 
J® edid them) well enongh, while we are af- 

fired we are travelling to the Land of Pro- 

: 'the lines are fallen (we ſhall then ſay) 

o-us, in'a pleaſant place, yea, 'we have 

wiibwoodly Heritage (=): 

[He takes himſelf here;to have noabiding Ha- 
mgieation,no'Trealuce, or conſiderable Intereft, 
$6.concinuing City. Thar he is out of his Ele- 

id ahent;8crefting place; a Pilgrim, a Stranger, a 

Feallej or,mee y wataringin paflage towards 

#home-;' whither his defires,and hopes. 

alt rend'; where His main concern and fe- 

tity lies, the arobjeftof his affeRion.fove, 

| nd oſtoom reſides. And they that ſay ſuch things, 

"I's a= ihr _ rye = a country, that by 5 


$9. berat* © 


D0 Mats Go?! ae kack ined hem a ze 
NH , AD Thea rj ku elf "Hands, Ts 
ll in cho! Heavens; and O how excettenr 
Wild glorious! that hath the Omn t 
by nod, os Founder of it ; infinite W dom, 
nnd Power to continue andere it ; infinite 
teaſure and Glory, to inrich, adorn, and _ 
autifie it. As far cranſcending all earthly * - 
Miry and Happineſs, as the curions Frame 
({m) PC, 90. 1, (*) Pl. 16, 6, (0) Heb. 11, 14,16, 


's 8 


of 
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' of Heavenrand Earth, excels the clay 
tages made wich hands by mens 


_ To the deadneſi of our Faith, . ta our Infodeli 1 
and- Inſmcerity , are all our | Fears to be impute 
We do not believe in God, his Preſence with. 


his Providence over us. | We are nat fully per- 


4 
, 
. 


ſwaded.of his good will unto us, his-partiq! 
lar care of us... We. do not confide in his-helps 
| not rely on his word ; * we have. not reſpe&rp 
the recompence. cf reward. / If. you, wik ntl * 
believe, ſurely you ſhall not be eſt a liſbed (p).::10] ( 
precious Faith working by love !. that 'would 1 
create a, jult indifferency and unconcerned: 
nels, 'as to all lubhigary things: . and fix-our| - 
minds above, where true 'undiſtugbed, ref © 
is only_to. be. found : make us,contlude. owl © 
{elyes ſafe at all times, and notwirhſtanding|: Z; 
all hazards. Carry us with inſuperable con-l ©* 
Rancy, through all difficulties and dangers: 
ſteel, ps agatnlt all perplexing apprehegkous 
vanguilh all laviſh icars:. prevent'alh imme © 
TPP, deſires, of. cart Soy Rh 2 alla q 
our Sorrows for their diflolution, /'+ 14 * 
armny Repng | 4:45 rotate bad 
(2,7. 9: [{{11t JT 10 225140 1 203 ban 
Lint e 71-01% DNS O1A0NO9 027 19W0%H HE 
brs mobs: Horint os rico) bn 2101688 
ings Us notborodtingy 15t 2A. enizug 
OL erouo offs & FAenioqeh bans wi 
dIþt 13 d2H (0) doi 17s) 2.c0 MP 
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EE i «jp X12; 1g; + nat 
ine He ſhall not be afraid, of FO nes; Zs $ 
oof Heart is fixed, ruſting in the Lird.. 


N Tirhes-of Trouble and. Perplexity, 
afiling'throagh the proſpets'and-prog- 
ofthe approaching \Mileries;'when 
[mens Hearts are failing them for Fear, 
| 4 and for looking after thoſe things that are 
< bi def ats panithem -: There's nothing moe 
1169 thetinward Ref:atid Peace, which 
. Wits can neveri:poſlels; who) entertain Ewil- 
1 Tidings with difinaied Minds, and haye,no-; 
ES Ine, or: _— upon, bus was may, 


ts 
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- 160 QCncouragement againſt 
* be damaged or taken from them. Fear of 
future Trouble is the great diſturber of Hi- 
mane Life ; moleſts our quiet hours with 
diſmal a prehenſions ; 5 prevents not, nor caſes 
an + Calamity; 'torments: us betore | 
| it comes, more then the Calamity it ſelf; 


renders us more unable to bear,and aber ( 
- the preſent Burthen, > Oy adding ” it all that 


CRT EO, Tort 


mers aret 


Fl greatly is his bal, = 4): Thathef 


is-of a ſtable eltabliſ'd Spirit, fxed for all 
Eſſays, to ſtand firm, toretain the quiet and 
ſerenity of his Soul, es  hbugh af all Ac- 

Curances, .and .Diſfa 3 Rough all about 
hit be it; a' Comb : Imimntably 36. 
 folv'Tto mixitain te 1 3h, not d- 
ing all the attempts made to beat him from 
it';' Thouph at" Hoſt ſhoulll encamp-ugnivſt 


167 Relnt ſhbl-be fear though War ſhould ſe | W 


+ (6). . Pl 


dy ainſt- me, #1 thiswill-ibe 
f evaltation, -R 


- or Invaſion, threatning 


and - gehetal Deſtrution,, move not,, nop | 4 
invade his pious armed Breaſt:,. which, 3 Li | 4 


= 


— — 


SI SI =O *»*>3 = = -— 


Fen 


roof” wn 2 thoſe occaſions Which, 
tle, atd'tranſport' all- others-3. the 
- Kave hitn us: they: FR fbd him, ene, Lag 


- ri6es-be moved by them, * The. Trangul » 


fa) Verſe 4. (6) Plal. by. 3+ 


Evil- Tidings, — £6t 
| ity of his mind he will hold faft, and not 
lerit-go, nothing ſhall diſturb him {> long as 
| } he lives. He hughs at all thoſe fooliſh A: - 
s | muſements, to which others abandon'them+ 
> | ſelves, and lives as comfortably, notwith- 
b, 
$ 


ftanding all ftorms and inconveniencies, as 
others if-the moſt ſerene undifturbed "State. 
A perpetual:natural goodnefs, is neither di- * 
minſhed nor ſhaken with any" calualky or 
diſappointment: The Righteoms us an everlaſt- 

» | ing Foundation (c). He fails along this Temi- 

peſtuqus Sta, where one Wave is ve evert 

l; profiling tpon the Hot of another; with 
14n even, calm: ferene Soul : ettertainsthe 
fierceft Threatning' With an-unſhaken mind: _ 


ſtands unmov4, when' all things are Rtagger- 
ng wo reeling into diforder and <;oob 


$ an awaitin danger. 
Vie} agit the dread of th 42 
ich affrighc-and” alarum alk the 


| Wong, " He'ſbdll 'not yo Af aid of "Exvil-Ti, 
/ = For, he ſettles theſe Gin in AT 


RY Fore os wr. ing may not come : 

his | »0r, come migh Impendent® 

\- ut nts may,b j be 'Warded DOE 

| we d Uclivercd by rr ror? of his lands 

ils | &| 'F God ata y:xepant:him of the Evil ghat 

ng chad Ridithar- do unto it ; and \not -tho 
|({9Prorac 10.25. (d) Pl.91.7. (2) Job 2330s , Ie 


bs 
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it(f). However, /publick Calamities are never 
{o - particular , as, to reach - every. Individual, 
. God always in JuGgment remembers Mercy; 

Charges the Deltroyer not to come nigh any, 
on whom is the mark (g). When a Nation 
is ripe for, Ruin,,. and the Harveſt-man ga 
thereth the-Corh,, and reapeth the Ears, with 
his Arms, gleaning Grapes ſhall be.left.in it, 
&c. (b). It may be, he ſhall be inthe num- 
ber of the few that ſhall be hid, in the day 
of the Lord's Anger, as ſtanding Monuments 
of Divine Condu&t and Safte-guard. 


4 (2), His main Concern is ſecured and out of | 


danger, . He is Rich in Faith (&). Rich in 


is Life is hid with Chriſt in God (»). 
ternal life, ſupernatural goods, are incorru- 
privi, independent on Fortune, eaſfie tocon- 

ſerve, . not liable to ſpoil, or a violent hand, 
"External Comforts or. Crofles make, little ac 
ceffion to, or diminution from, the ſatisfadti 


on and-ſerenity of his Spirit. * 'Tis betternot] - 


TO need, to be above, then injoy abundant. 
All is well, as long as it is well w#hin. When 
Simeon; had .Chrift in. his Arms, .and Zac 


{ 


| good Works (/). Rich.cowards God (| 


—W 
- 
: : 


.Ebriſt in his Houſe; how little were.they t 
ken with,, or cancerned for. other things; 
{f) Jon. 3100 (g) 'Exi'12' 23: Ez: 9.6, (b) 
TY $+ J (Up 2+'$+ 1 (D:3 Tim. 6. 18, (»m) 
9Ts (n). £9. 3+ 5+ 3,236.11 > 5 


Luke1:4 '- 
| 


| 

1 
F * ; 
x. 


an 
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His real wants he Hu ſhalt be Gs 6 4a 1 
27, | God will not forfake ns'wy our honeft En- 

' | deavours-:' he hath ways to help, whemvilt- 
ly { ble ſupplies are removed out of the view of - 
Y> | ſenſe. - And'ia little ſuffices, if God give no 
more. | His'/klowanice \is\ enough for the Ser+ 
ih | Yice and Honour he expects trom' us, *to {+ 
ſtain us in out Journey! to'a' better Lifsg® Irs 
not abndance men need; but ſatisfied rmindd. 
lay | Heving' (bare)- Food and Raiment 5 "let us" be 
) | therewith Content (o),* The” tontitivance"'6F 
that he reakbns/ a! prext' favour3it: en- 
gagem#hi(pyii' For mach Wealth, !\ndfcare 
- | nearer Happineſs, nor farther fromthe Grave/ 
| Ere long, all are turned 6ut' of the World, 
as naked as they came into'it ; and alittle 
time, ſhould make bur a little difference. It's 
our great Imperfe&ion -todiſlike the perte&t 


Will of (God: '/T'wo/ ſtraight things apply'd 
together, cloſs'allalong; that which Qoſeth 
not' with what is ftraight;* -muſt needs - be 
crooked. God is'too juſ# to do us wrong, 
{eq (00 good to do us hurt, ;and too wiſe not to 
know what will dots goatl'or hurt, There- 
fore bis Children refertall ts him,' to diſpoſe of 
© ad ther and” theirs.'-' They capitulate not with 
"4 -hir what they wild ave: how much”'onl 

Sf they will ſaffer ; but reſolve/all into his will 
yo and pleaſure, be, it. never ſo diſmal;and affli-\ 
, _ (6) 1 Tim:6)& | (p) Gen. 28: 20. - | 4 


D 


Hi 

1 
oy 
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Rive: Thougb,thou- haſt ſore broken us inthe | 


. of death; &c.' AV this 55 come upon us, yet bane 
we not forgot ten thee, neither have 2ve deals falſh 
"an thy Covenant (4). *Tis enough for them 
hs there 5s a, God {r), that ſtill watches over, 
hath;a parzicylaricare of them (5), that will 
Not be prodigal of theis Livery an and Com forts; 
_ but uſe chem to bis Glory, and their (great 
- Henour, Gain, and SatisfaQion- at the 
7 _ 208 not_an hair of their. head can 


t, his 
tl head had ee The nothing boſall he 
IN mercy; B00 
Kthad/been otherwiſe) which he whe MG 
id 'them #1 - all his dealings ——_; 
them, that: all; ſhall go well 6. them , 
orend well for chem. : That: hat he will not Joave 
them winſupporcable difficulties ().; 
{nixugrethe malice of:men gr; devils) he- - will 
 Kbide-chery) to etornal life (2), and we may 
' well Jet .him take his ownimethod to bri 
ar _ ; | Spirits od we 
Some, v-net- an opportunity 'to try 
ot Meng: efiovas: coils oo Corey s 
joy. and-ſazisfa- 
ot jm God, —_ ga rib and;depri- 
| Jodeof alCreature — and confarty (x). 


()-Plale 44/ 9. 0. Hibs 196,565) x Per. 5.7; 
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place of dragons,. and covered ms with the ſhadow | 
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4-60, (w) Luke 12. 38. DOD þ 17, 18, He | 
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166  Eneoiith Emient againſt 


d 

G) The, CN 0 Heaven an fart | = 
ans hug "nah ns no wild acci- , 
* dents of Fortune, | Things are not left to the in 
Will of men,;[to bh nd Chance, to'their own {_ w 
Contingency : bit Are a alln InIpeated, , Raided, "2 
and ordered by him with, 660 Ae ar 
ever things go or Note: be 18 ftilt = rb hi 
and will os er all | things" che td No ſnares, pe 
intrigues, or difficulties puzz e, or prevent tl 
m 

E 

01 

(C 

i 

$, 

mm 


ae ways and purpoſes of God. Whatſoever 
Cc any | nd Confuſtons, be amongſt 
mer ml keeps his Throne 7 mana g&S his 
egal. 3.4never lets looſe ſe the Reſhs of 
mis Fan edn of the World; though the 
Inftrumenr of his oyer- faling Power may be 
gil ty of ra and Iaqjuſtice. * If :b0j teſt 
the. cinns 0 Ho vor, nd. Ca, Leer yksx | 
ly emer Fo in #- province,” mah 
pa Ms be Ty "Is tip Yay? "YDY%: #Be tt 
RI "and" rheve® $ ' Big he? rhih 
. 7s he Tragical Rents 4 Reyoliri t 
1 7 States and Kin Hom; ; the Fare'df Ce- (] 
ar, and Pompey ; the di Crier oh Corn 4. 
ils ; & heconferextivirof I Capitol the Ue- , di 
eats of Armies fleſht with lobg [OEYRS the 
ifrobing of Majeſty} the'pulling aſunder # 
he” Thrones of mighty Empires ;-the.nume- | 
ous ' Accidents \and-'Traverſes' of humane 
ife ; all TranſaRions pra and private, 
[5 Eccleſ. 5. & | 4 
( 


* , | ; 
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depend ona will and. leaſare 
God, He. over- - Conſultations, 
Afﬀairs, Deligns, and I avouts, Concern 
ing Kirigdams and Communities, "in infinite 

| i{dom, as is moſt. cond ucing to tlie holy 
and juſt. en Ds. of the Divine Govettiment, 
and good of his Peop le.” "Can arid will ; as 
he -—A beſt, blaſt 'an ap] at dil pint the moſt - 
politick Devices, an F azons , infa- 


SF v 
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* | tuatethe prudenteſt Councils, defeat the for- 
" | midableſt Army or Armada, . and make the. 
Earth help the Woman, (b), bring about his 
$ | own glorious deſigns,” by w vhat ſeemed moſt * 
* | to oppoſe ic ; ſuffer ng more athbitious rage, , 
* | ſpire, andCruelty, then 78 conduce to it ; 
| Surely the wrath o 4 man ſhall praiſe iſe thee, the re- 
mainder of . wrath ſhalt” og reſt ain (1 I). He 
"| fillerhthe noiſe of the Seas, thenoile of their | 
dug; and the tumult of the pe Jeop/e (&), | tho? 
they ſeem as un Mb nable as the vaſt Oce- 
an. . Saying, hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no 
"farther ; and here ſhall thy proud waves be ftaid 
(1). If he. be_ſo pun#ugl. and exat, as to 
weigh the Wi nds, and meaſure the Waters in 
pencing them (*) ; much more in order- | 
ing the Governme ts, States; and” Afﬀairs of 
he World. He Pulech by his power for ever, 
| bis eyes bebold the nations z let not the rebellious 


"SK . al. 
[An hag WG. 
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INCy J af tainſt " 
'exalt ther ſe ox" wad y nfuitable to 
boo Ahoigro rf 1a Iroet bu to give hþ 
all r loft, whieh ſecotid'caules fall, asto 
. ine ality and fidelity, 'for the accom 2 
_ ng _and cffeQing of what' concerns him 
- and. us; the Gloty of his Name ani King- 
-dom, afil our Good, 'as fubordinate and're- 
lated thereunts., And ho good man _can 
+ lookfor any thittg, to the diſhontonr of tis 
. Gad, and to che real prejudice of God's great 
**Concern and Kingdom, . Be ſure, his Inte- 
-ceſt ſhall p proſper more or .lefs and all at- 
Fetnpts to un ine it be defeated. The 
* Philiſtms. conquered Irael, bue the Ark con- 
© quered the PhiliÞin;.,” He will have a Church 
An the World, afid af ter itt it, "The Ta 
 Fovark may- habe Its remove, but ſhall riever 
&troy'd, til. folded up in his  Sahfuaty. 
p- may 20m ſoaly leave that to himſdlf, 
"Which he hath"fo neatly efpouſed, laid io 
"near. his own heart. He il -dilperſe” the 
"black Cloud that ir fall tot ih. a"Stertii ;.'6r 
; beg light oiitof darkneſs,” ofderourof "—E 
 Tuſion, . good out-of others thoughts > & 
0h, eo Fly 0). 'The Kent, pe Av 
mg of the Goſpel 5 Re of Mite 
CET V2 of the fr Garat 
ants, who have Teaped"out © 
#ito) Martyrdom. Dells ſte" God a [Ri 
e's) Pal, 66, > Ga) Gen. 39! 26. w. 
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his Qreation.' "Shall we prefeiibeR 
Soveraigr,, how toact, _ "ro una 
preſcribe-ourown\Ren 

trutt: ban vouglerbe Wield 

wg Six ThoufRnd Abd, vo 
ting one Error or over- __ 
he-hath an Irons 
overall the Beinj 
his Creatures.) 


the Litd remgedby nike 
altitude TIA 


ws 
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f | tbuglvthe hace les 
fo. rt ey [thoie: efieris'c 
the oits/vigotolsq: vKhbubh 
of tobe: for. thei; A ai 
Of {Hough all 196k blivk: dlb/rhick aboius 


«1d: nothing viſible,” but' Bones:exccedid 
and. (catered: in-he-Y) 


ms 


ladden g,qhe; 
0) Pa 95, 10-8 (1) Q V1 WO 
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x90 Encouragement agatnit 
'Frainchaid, "the: /Matchulighted, the Obftas. / 
” dler emoved 2 though rbe-barſs be ortpared: to 
" the bare > and'the-Zor caſt-into the 1. ;the 
endanddiſpolalof allis-of the Lbrd (9g 3 Hh 
tbat1 is our. Gud, 4. the Gedrof: ſaloation. Gkich 
* i offceh challaſt itrgakiupen Dewds Lan, 
- wid vio fGed. the End being! 164 BH] wec from 
6 (#30ivjioA arlgit9vo 16 1s vn ani 
(4 TheiFowlation ' bis. Ret * firm, \and 

Henrenidbd,f- 'He: xe his :Sobl upon the |, 
Rock: of: Apes: wing..done every thitg 
_ be edn, or 45 obliged £e.d0! by bis ne 


fitsdownunderbisſbatiow withgrea 
P FE, fuecels:inr Faith: ind, = 


ref ta his-wiſe and ju 
PE | 
Iar' care py pe; chal their rrult affi 


<2, =. ths 14SS. wt &t wel ©, Br 


CO 


| eauiaidion,. - lato, [and will 
— ron rant that .nothing'-befals 
' them withouthis knowledge 3 his JETS | 
Hr ir, his: jo 0090+ 7 TOP, \t For hos hee 


Lord ang ens br 
yk id 2 
whiſe whoſe bees Py DAI 


: to roſhew 
9. 
Try his Saints:are-in his hand (1). ms 


\-(4) Prov. 16, '33. and 21."3r. ((r) Pal, 68. 26. 
< 3 te 6G 3. (7) Deut-33s 3 > a4 (8 


. ; ' 
. ""” » . . n y * 
= _.. *W —— _—_. | —_ —_— — wa 2. ''—= "4 


RY a 4 


BD 


. : : 
” 
, 4 
- 


I Encouragetkent againt 
; God -maft always exereiſe -a ſpecidl - 
e for his people.” 7he name of Fe Lord's | ur 
o "4 frong Tower,-tht righteous runneth into it and | 'eret 
i i fofe (b). They that 'be with us (two men | "has 
only) are more then they that be with thers'(6). | 
'The whole "MiHitizof Heavery is on theirfide | An 
(9; and be-rhat kebperh Hrabl; whoineirber Num: | - 


01 
rs nor ſleeps (2). And thet&fre 'whenk bo 
| is towards, he familiatly- invites rhiem | -Ya 
-in, for ſhelter : quietly to repoſe themſelves | 'be 
in his prote&ing Providence; exdluding all. | th 
fa 
m 
o 
A 
E 
ti 


<diffident thoughts: 'AS*twere takes: cham by | fa 
8 hank, _ wi nin there into-a place 
Ehends, an ple, "inter Moir Into = 


oper-pa To (d 4 af =oroe' png 

tex nephblecs HOT 2 ones : 

mpregna} tos Fort; -or Fw 
TE 1ce ;\. ard" yt of MMNeet# 

orig hav, © ="5 SaRY ou” highs - 

be the: mumtion of -roths';; 

of Tk Ntu hi -bis-wait#s ſli ful before 


bh: f, Trey woe 9 Hp naks (aide 


Roh, 
de roar wry Fr 
1x 


rv oh 1 1) ti ht. if) T5 bats 
[45:35 2 16, and 65, 13, 14y 
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"evil befal” het, © Rc. 0). This 'Srackous'] 
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IBbular Care and Charge, Grids Hy ck 

Providence and Defence , one 1H all 
urt-and danger : He that dweleth im the. [e- 
'eret-plates of hr moſt hiph, ſhall Ibide unider the 


* 


ade of the almighty. "it hl cover thee withbjs 
feathers, and under bis wing kad thautruff OY: 
"An allufion to Fowls who haver /ovyer 
young, turning under,commirtin a cpurit 
to thedefence of their Wing ; for | 
_ threatens them = they charwoul 
'be fafe under God's, "rnuſt nor only p! 
themſelves with the general notion, "*thar 
fafery and protetion is there to be had ; but 
tnake their refuge there ; at themſclves tn 
der the ſhadow if rhols , by their! 
ARand'Dectd: dcliberat hols - effe-. 
'Qually place their laſt refort there, Pra 
tho haſt made the Lord, which ir my refuge, © 
'ven the moſt: bigh, thy bahiration; 


_ 
af projettion over ' them it ximes of © 
ger, is called, 'Þiding +bem, in bis pa auilion 5; 
in the ſecret” his efenice 3 the” fetrer" of bis. 
tabernacle (&), being thei Je et bf 
#heir rock and refuge 3 F pared le. 


Place, 4 Cer rhs a  eiueh kd row, 
kecret inviolable place of treat hh 


b). 'Pfal. K: T% , 10, 
2 + 3k 2, '&y ey $1414e/ ap 5k 
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"7 CENMouranement agarnf 
whereunto, they may! freely reſort , : 
WIFELCY may fully, 3 quietly repoſe J*(5; 
themlelves) ſetting them upon a rock: (n),- ma- |f be « 
' , Ring an, hedge about them (0), covering them in |lift * 
, the, ſhadow of his hand (p), ſuffering not their 
feet ro be. moved; being their keeper, their ſha- (a 
. dos 3 at their. right band, the rock, of their.(al. [ih 
vatien (q), Whatloever, by tender Aﬀet; bet: 
* ,0n,. Art, Or Nature, can be 4 ſecurity, he, is, [ani 
and much more, to thoſe that commit them- IFa 
ſelves to him for it.He loves us better then we 
2545 our {elves ; and better knows. what is } 
fit. for, Qur great Intereſt, our univerſal. wel- 
fare 3 ; which is lodged more. intimately in þ 
» +his heart, then it'can be in ours, and which |þi 
he hath engaged to proſecute. None of: his } 
. faithful Servants can be produced, as.an in- JF: 
Rance of Divine forgetfulneſs or negle& ; JA 
* Whoſe. juſt expeRation he ever.expoled to PA 
Teproach, . He fo contrives , diſpenſes ; or- 'Þ 
gers all things, as his upright ones ſhall ap- J): 
plaud his Faicthfulneſs, Clemency, and Love "Þ8" 
at laſt : and find, there hath not fail'd one word 


of all. his good promiſes which be promiſed (r) ; F* 
apd that their complaints of diuine dereliction, JE 
; were repu nant tx his paternal. Bowel: and 'Þ Tn 
Kpim Oc By 
.. (n).Pfal, 27. 5. (6) Job. 1. 10. Ia..s1..16, 

W# 66. L Ko 09 and BW 95. bt /(r) Fx 
3 bY ( 


(5) His js: 


"a L 
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8:36, (5) Ia, 45; 14, 16: 


\Evil-Tydſags.” > 75 

G5) His Soveraigh © not worſe then bis Ward, 

_, cut ſhort his Natural, and give bins Eternal 

© Life : conſume bis Cottage, and take-bim to bis 
ej hrwn Palace. After all our difficult intricate 
ha- paſſages through this Wilderneſs, we ſhallfind 
al. hetm'the right 'way to'acity-of habitation (t), 
77; at hath foundation; (v) which others want to 
is, | and apayy -2nd ſhall ftand,when Heaven'and 
wa Il give their dying groan,. Crack a- 
Ter! become their own funeral pile : And, 
y hillthe Garriſon yield, when Relief is at hand? ?. 
el- (The Merchant; pive up his Hope; within ſight 
in þf Harbour? *The Hucbandiman hang'down 
-h fÞis Head; whert he ſees the Field even white 
is | Harveſt ? ? With what Joy, rather then 
.| atience, would he go through all his Coft 
- Ji Pins, werehe ſure'every Corn would 

| ” Fa'Crown'? 'Caft not away therefore your 
Me bes which hath' great recompence of reward 
Whetetio diſmal Apprehenſions, -unde- 
76 fob ofa] Profpe&s, or Aſpedts ever had-place, 
id [here the black Regiment of Errors, Igno- 
; | 1 of and obſcure Apprehenſions, hall be 
ned.” [Phe Clouds upoh'our: tinds va- 

d h; -45 th& darknels of" the. Nipht-is/routed 
by the rifirg Suri. - Thoſ& grotthdleſs (ora- 

p Mes, which gravel-tender hearts; and what- 
7) Prver offends, ſhall be gathered'our' of rbis 


(7) Pal:” 107. 7. (v) Heb. 11. 16. (» Heb. 16. 
# Þ5 , of 6, 
. | Iv king- | 


176 Encouragement agoinſt 
uct (s).: Thoſe laborious Controverſeleſte: 
1 wrangling Contentions, polemical Di tatsd 81 21 
ons, which fling this World i ing Eltyaring It xi 
have a final determination; and all ſubti | 
ſinRtions, 'Equivocatipns ;- Evalians,, .wegl 
away.as a Refuge of Lies, There che. meahe 
elt Mnderſtanding, ſhallcanfure. che MaxindS 
ofa whole Saxbedrizs-of Rebbies.:. and 1g a Arr 
gown upon. all the granduxe of hu ba, ol that 
keies and Reaſans of State; with as {corr in on 
ap, eye, 25 WE RoW. look, up. with, oy 
meanaſt Cob-wed:in our. Windows. : [Ther Wrh 
all unruly Pallions,, impetyous Nlotigas,: 
auxtinous Commotians of |Spiris, which dab 
thrand Judgment. and Conſcience in qyjCo 
Breaſt ; are * alkierd, ſubdued, recucodel 
a Calm » eternally. extinguiſhed ; and jg 
bernie atoul anal reunion, a NC 
this eighth day ,. and. great | Sabbath. to : 
Saints 15: come. - 'There-the. whole. t: 
bockly Diſdampars, Infirmities, what Yo IC 
us with Indi dal OT MAKE: 


"* d 

; $4 wr ou in boly Dyugggthr: 
Halthe x: and.-paſs aus of Yo Wh 
lerve God: hon, without any -tfliruge, 
ng, er thdioulds 3 [and rejoice. a5.a. go 
ta rut; our Race.' Our Will then, ſhall up 
y 4 oo _ the -Diyine Will: and; 
"t to ys,. but what is lo in( 
> ap 4, F | 
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Evil-Tydings.:-") x77 
i Fg All that Legion offoul Spirits, wich 
whtheir Armory of Temptations, ſhall be con- 
Non Prins of cis World nll depaſedo hs 
Il Prince is Wor the 
—_ e of his Temptations then ended ;-and 
wand he no more able to faſten a Temptation ona 
ad Saint in Glory, then a:man can-now: ſhoot an 
Arrow into heart of the Sun.The ground, 
altiat now lords it over men, is the Lordſhip, 
ah zot the Man ;-that plows np his heart wich 
ohh careful Solicitudes ; caltingitsfurrows, and 
> mwriccklesin his face ſhall never give thorns; 
. {and chiſtles to his cyes more.; bur be-ſhaltbe 
b Gublcize ferve Gag, without any Vellications, 
ai Convulſions, Cramps, or Diſtractions, from 
yo x (our fermentationsof the Fleſhand World. 
L. $| have there on their. Apparel : 
| 7/infant Grace,; hath its ſcence:in- 
4 -aperfe man, and .to:the meafure-of the 
Mftarore of the fulneks of Ghriſt. '| Here, [like 

oor Common Souldiers, fomeger one pi 

eel f Armour, others another; one 1s 8ki 

ed tf W , another ar-thar ; Daten 

(half eleart Patience,” Davida Gi, off Truth, 
i hiſer 'a Breaft-plate of Mee - Ste! Peres 
gig_ghShield of 'Reith'; after chey been erain'd 
v| >corheuls of themin many 'Combats: [bur 


dy oh every one Ae tg him the whole 

Mot marn of pu pers but:trrumph 
a Ut Sf vr edn abſokne Peace, 
Come 


« 
0 


- +98 Encouragenient againſt 
compleat Viftory ; 'a Crown 'incorruptible, 
that fadeth 'not-away: ' There's no:Wormin 


the fruit of that Paradiſe : no refletionupon 
ſi of ſorrow paſt with bitterneſs of Spirit'; 
as:now-we. have in-our- greateſt. 'Triumphs 
and Feſtivities j. as:the  Fewddn their Feaſts 
ot Tabernacles had their #:low:ainbng their 
Palms, -while: they :remembred- eyaidangers 
they paſſed in the Wilderneſs on their Fe: 
{tival-Revolutians: but (every review (if 
acual feliciry : can poſſibly .give way to:it) 
wiltonly widen,: and dilate the Soul fora 


mioreample fruition of the: preſent itate.; We: 


fſhall-the#e haveaneverlaſting Avocation from 
packhriſtian Agitations; - Wars, and:Conters 


tibasof' this preſent World. .:Meſech; and Ti | | 


val; : with all their unciccumcited miltitude, 
ar2:gonoldown to Hell ;,-and they. have laid 
their. Swords under thhir:Heads ;butccheir 
Iniquities. ſhall be 
they were the:Terror of the' Mighty inthe 

Land of: the Living, they ſhall be-unable to 
_ amoveavery. Worm: from feeding upon them; 
he'moſt. Valiant Attempts of... high: famed 
tals;/and all the Arms,\Enſigns, Paterits, 
"_ [Titles (for we! pronounce them.too long) 
of Honour, ſhall be:blazon'l{altke:in a Field 
Ardent, : what the Heayens ſhall -roul and 


tvel up as a:Scrole of Parchment before | - 


the. Flame: :When Beauty, 
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upon their Bohes : though | ' 
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| to one common ſtream : and all Pearls;and 


id 
ore 
of 

"Y| 


Al . 10094 


- 11 Eviſ-Tydings.. } 179 
Fleſh and Blood, which now carries ſo ma- 
ny Captives at'her Wheels; tyrannizing: 0- 
ver fond Mortal Aﬀe&ions , would: be there 
no more comely then a dry Skull, in-com- 
ariſon of the raviſhing Luſtre that will be 
in the moſt deformed: Body of the pooreſt 
Lazarills ; whoſe brightneſs will tranſcend 
the lovelieſt face more, then the rareſt Jewel 
doth a: vile piece of Jet. 7/oen all the-pure 
Gold in the World ſhall be melted out :of 
the Veins of the Earth, and mens Coffers;:in- 


pretious Stones, lie-as the Grayel on-theifide 
of that River, yet a ſilly Emblem, ſcatcely 
thought fit. then! to-make a Metaphor-of,-for 
the yery, pavement of the new. Feruſalem;' one | 
ſight whereof ſhall dim. and deface-all:the 
'Glory.of the World. , When-we ſhallutder- - 
Randall the unincelligible diſpenſations-.of 
Providence , which, now puzzle! and,arhuſe 
us':- why that grand Cheat and Hioga ge 
{o-lottg delude, obtain, ahdrproſper;iwhiefe - 
the Lord of Glory, and his faithful Ambaſſadors * 
were'crucified and ſlain ;, and the/Sun_of 
Righteouſneſs he ſolongunder an mers No 4 
Paganiſm and 1dolatry,' Wy aChurdbtomit 
chigyous to her unfortunate Membets; ſtain- 
ed and polluted withBlood and Blaſphemyi; 
ſhould have her Principles ſo greedily enter- 
tain'd ; not by Vulgar only, but-Capitals'in 
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x35 Encoliragement againſt 1 
Learning; atd be theShambles of burcherly Court 
Cruelty to fo many of /Chrilt's:Sheep, _ or” © 
{o many thoufands facrific'd to the ambition ps, * 
of one prond Mortal ; horrid WickedneſFheir 
wanton it in Power, Grandure, and Suc-fwith 
ceſs, over Equity, Innocence, and Virtue, Jneve! 
icorrd, oppreſt, and vilitied upon thisStage |Hypt 
of Grief 'and Miſery. When all knots ſhall jnow 
be fully umied; alt myſteries unvail'd, all |kegp! 
intracies'of providence unravelled ; > the juſt 
connexion ofithe leaſt link inthat greatChaiy, |and 
eafſly ſeen, in that:Land of Viſion, where Goo 
all is clear , yer all amazing. 3-- and the: unt- |to cc 

þ 9m made'hers,s if Juſtics ſep, \fary 

ine' Wiſdom were careleſs, '6r put to & JOh! 

, turnedtoadmiring acknowledgrnents 
of that Care and Goodneſs that runs through mor 
all the Winds of Providence. When wethall Jug! 
feeof all Parties, of ane Mind and Judgment, 
| ak the fame thing :-when 
Heaver-ſhallbe-rhe properCountry of alkits |ttp 
' Inhabicames 5 /and'ics Language equally' nn- [fc 
derſtood: by all; though redeemed from &- | 

| veral Nations, ind Kindred, and People, | EF 
and Tongdes. - Whamiweſhall enjoy the bap- | 
| Þy iery of Prephets,” Apoſittes, Martyrs, | 

(whoteima Reliques {ome-go a weary | 
_ (Pilgrimage ro'feo) 'with the Blefled Quire of 
{ -Miniſtring Spirits, 'who haye'Y&he us white | * 
| -/WE WEIE ity + tute Abr R 
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Evil - Tydings. r9r 
purteſie, which we could never thank them 
; yea; our Chriftian Friends and Relatt- 
s, to whom we have been inſtrumental if 
eir new Birth , all crown'd in one day, 


mY 
==> 
i0n- 
wary 
uc with an everlaſting Diadem of Bliſs, which 
A 
wy 


ve; Inever ſhall decay. Where there ſhall be no 
Hypocrite to or our lave-upon ; —_— . 


| FI tp) , | 
fees FO 
ity, land- celebrate that infres al ib, 


ere. oodneſs, in thoſe things they were too apt - 
ng to corplain of, and under, here; how necef{- 
pe, llary, uſeful for bringing them thither. And 
» & JOh! how wil the-Archevof Heaven eccho, 
fits [when Saints and Angels ſhall joinin ane. com- 
mon Quire, and heavenily Chorus, withtheir 
[hgh ſounding —_ when they Taal be 
» [byful in Glory ing aloud 
x. werlafting Beds Br i fu in; moſt »uriſhi 


Exprelions, nthems On, Divi 
Mefdnel” Glory "EY 
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UR; [24baj Lines. are little e hk | a: 
t0layup for our la## bour, to make | y 
; n OR CRmIng of oui Lord, | fe 
_ that we mays rid, of himin | 3; 
peace (a), nor only fafe, $0 ns Lo w 
Our Evidences clear, qur Faith well exerci-J Ny 
ſed, our Promiſes ready, our Experiences at di 
hand ; ; that we may be able to honour our Þ 
Principles, to ſtand upright. then with un- vr 
daunted minds ; to comfort our ſelves, and Y.c 
encourage others, to plead for God, to ſpeak 


(a) 1 Pet, 3. 14+ 


to 


EncouragementagaintOeath. 183 
tothe ſtanders-by, ofthe Jongprool we have 
had of his being a good Maſter, a gracious 
Father to us 3 to commend the Mercifulnels, - 
Love, and Faithfulneſs of our Redeemer (6). 
Faith is wrought by degrees to {trength and - 
perfeion: to have it to get,' when we ſhould 
reduce it to praftice, or, to putit to the hard: 
eſt 'Tryal at firſt , is. abſurd and: ircational.” 
We. now. find it hatder todepend upon God 
for our. daily. Bread, then for eternal Life ; for, 
YI here our Faith is put upon a-preſent Trial ; 
4 butac Death,. theſtrength of our Confidence 
—f 5riedaboutthe bleſſed Recompences; 'whe, 
11:1} ther. we can put -our-Souls into Gods, keep- - 
404 ing ;3-and {znd our Badies to. the Grave in | 
44/4 hope. We need Armour of: proof indeed 
| for that great Conflict, to deal with the laſt * 
'| Enemy, which tames the proudeſt Mortals, 
18h | 29d! aſtoniſhes the. daring confident. Warld, * 
3K&} who are, then, dilmay'd with guile, and en- 
xd | feebled with the hand-wrixing in their own 
Nu Breaſts; , The Valianceſt Conquercours, who 
ble.” with their ſanguin Flags ſtrookterror into all 
"8-4 Nations, were  aftrighted, themſelves ac. che 
diſplayiog.of he. pals, and, wan Calours,of - 
eath : while: thole that could not. look. up, 
un” { pn.the violent: Jn{triiments of xt in the; hand 
vf.an Enemy, or encounter an Adverlary a- 
broad, haye entertain'd the King of Terrors 
8 (6) Jof. 23. ſt.4 2 Tim: 1:15, and 4 8. | 
II X I | wi h 
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18; -Encouranement-againft 
with great compoſure and {edarencks of ſpi: | 
rit ; notwithſtanding all -that Terror Trae] 
: —_ have EE C with. , | 
s Profaneneſi hath not the advantage © 
Reſon in Ak Prote&tion againſt | the 
Fear of Death, ſo it harh greatly the diſad: 
vantage 1 affording no'rehef. Sintiers foffes 
. Death, their Soul; 'are required of them- (ec); 
torn from them b vile hands : 'while 
good mens are not to much taken from'them, 
as yielded 'up. Though they have Life in pa- 
rience, they have Death im deſire ;- not to avoid 
the Labours and Pirties of their Calling;'not 
out of impatience, diltrutft of | GoU's Provi- 
dence, diſcontent with our Condition, 2or 
wearineſs of Life ; that becauſe we ſes Ta- 
bonr and Sorrow in the World, are = y 
ing no longer in it (4): this argues Pride, 
Peerifine Cowardlinef : Oh "hneſs' of 
- Spirit, that'we have a'fancy for Heaven, 'on- 
| Y as a place of Retreat: bur out of ardent 
to God and or Redeemer, with {ub- 
miſſion tohis Will, tobe with him, free from 
Sin and temptation tot, To ſerve God here, 
- i our great 'Wiſdom, and Tncereſt'; to lie. 
when he pleaſes, God's great Mercy. Thaw 
not ſo lro'd *laith S* Ambroſe) that T am aſhaw#'i 
zo live longer ; nor yet fear Death, 'becaiiſe't 
(c) Luke 12: 20, (4). Kings 1% 4» Job. 3+ Jer. 26: 
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the Fear 8f-Death, - 135 
have.a good Lord. "Tis no harſh news, bur 
— and defirable to them to hear of 
their departare (ec). With all alacrity 
looſe from the Shoar , and hoife up Sail for 
their own Country, where they by quietly 
1} cnyoy. the gain of their Adventure, *Twere 
endleſs to inſtance how familiarly they have 
entertain'd Death, welcom'd it as their beſt 
Friend, careſſed, "courted, embraced the In- 
ſtrumencs of it how fiveetly they haye Sung 
their Swan-like Song (f), and given-their 
lit: fare-well-:: How many Tyrants haye 
been: more unable to invent cruel Deaths, 
thenthey"to andergo them ? In what a tri- 
umiphant manner they have marched out of 
the Field of this W ola with (as *twere Co- 
lours flying, rays ew þ all imaginable 
inftances of joy and king over 
Death, as more then | Lens Frey ), cramp- 
4; | ling upon it, lyin ing avi woreat char me 


_m_——— 
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ab ing Sacrifice r Victary over that mi * 
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m 
yy 


verlal Monarch ; having an Entrance mini- 
ſtred unto them abundantly | into the eyerla- 
ſting Kingdom of- our 'Lord and Savigur Je- 
ſus Chriſt (b), - raking np in a holy bravery 
that {moons Song with eh Apoſtle ©), .O 
o Luke 2:29. © (g) Rom. 8. 37. 
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" 386 Encouragement again 
death, where u thy ſting? O grave where = thy, Your 
-vittory? The ſting, the wounding power of 
Death, the only thing that makes it terrible 
5s ſm, which renders us obnoxious tathe Curſe. | 
The ſtrength of ſm, which gives it power to 
hurt us, #, the, Law that prohibits1t, - Death 
brings nothing with it to injure'us, but what 
it finds in us, the deſert of it” (&); but for | 
' guilt, it differs nothing from a calm Sleep. 
The Victory of the Grave is to be ſeen in 
Macpelab, Golgotha, Charnel-houſes, Cemiteries, 
Shrines, Tombs, Sepulcbres; iniall-that ever 
Death Arceſted, --or had in» Cuſtody :/: But 
thanks be to God who bath given ws the wittary, | 
through our Lord Feſws Chrift : he hath taken |, 
away the ſting of Death (put away ſin) by the Je 
Sacrifice of himlelf (7), overcome the parns of Ftisfi 
Death by his Examphe on ropes (m), Wi- lhis 1 
away the ſcandal of Death, by endurint ht 
bus ſharneful Death of the Croſs @), 2 dure 
- *quiſh'dthe power of 'Death, by his Reſurre@t ro! 
' On as our Surety, the Mediator of our Peace, IÞea, 
- who having laid down a ſufficient price ; aur: 
_publick Officer from Heaven is ſent to open ſve 
the Priſon door (0)., + Thereby. proclaiming Ie »- 
to all the World, that the ; debt was paidy Bar 


that God had received full fatifaction fotbro 


Rom. 6. 233 {1 Heb.'9-26. (=) Pſal. 23. & il: 
(os) Mat, 28,2, '' > , iÞ)t 


[ | our yp 


'';the Fear'vf Death, - 187 

our ſins, ſaying, Deliver bins, for T bave found 
8 ranſom (p); 1: Yea, He roſe as the publick 
| Head nd Repreſentative of all his People- 
(who ſhare in his Victories) as a-pledgg and 
part of the whole Harveſt ; #5 become” the fir FF 
th | Fuits of them that ſleep (q); theexemplary Pat- 
at tern, Aſſurance, and. will: be the Cauſe of 
or [their Reſurre&ion: Vher Chriſt-aroſe, he 
Pp. [virtually drew all his /out of the Grave with 
in Thim : Death it ſelf became Morcal.” The 
es, Head isnot compleat (nor will be long)-with: 
er four the Members, who being fo, cannot pes 
3 Jriſh, becauſe I live, - you ſhall live alſo (7). * 

7, 1 Fo be fearful then; and dejeced at the 
en Japproach of Death, is a diffidence of bis Re- 
the Jdemption, who hath in our nature and ſtead (a- 
5 of Ftisfied every demand of the broken Law ; by 
Wt Jhis voluntary and meritorious obedience, and 
ing Ihfferings,, anſwered the exaRion, and en- 
ar Idured the maledition of 'it ; fo mercifully 
A provided. againſt both the hurt and dread of 
ace, Ieath : Foraſmuch, then, as the children are 
3 Arpurtakers of fleſh and blood, be alſo himſelf like- 
pe iſe rook part of the ſame, that through Death, 
ung Þe might deſtroy him that had the power of death, 
udy fat is, the Devil. And deliver them "who 
 fotfbrough the fear of death, were all their life-time 
23. Re ect fo bondage (5). Death now is ours, for 
> 2+ÞF (p) Job 33+ 24- - (4) x Cor. 15. 20, (#) John 14-19 


4) Heb. 2. 14. 15. 
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188 Encouragement /agitnſt 
our Adyantage, contributary, ſubſervientto 
our Happinels; put into the Invetnory of our | 
Privt nr | whichaccrue-to'us by Chriſt (#), 
He hath fſandtified, fweetned, purchaſed it. 
jor us as properly as Life : changed its Nature, 
of an Enemy, made it our real reconciled 
Friend , turned its horrour and deformity 
its frightful gaſtly Countenance, out of Ui 
like, into{a pleaſmg /aſpe& - no longer 4 
grim Sergeanr to. Arreſt as as his Priſorier, 
whoſe/ -Debts are paid; whoſe Pardon: is 
granted, whoſe Prince's favour is obtain'd ; 
but an. officious Servant, comes to open. the 
Priſon door, to fer us at liberty 5 to hold 
back the hanging of our. Houſe of Clay; 


while our Spirit enters into the Preſence» 
Chambet of the great King : waits on us til 
we have finiſhed our work, then undrefles, 
puts us.(his Children): to Bed for a.time, ut 
tit Corruption put on Incorruptions, afid 
Morality be ſwallowed up of Life. -Ir cat 
not be evil t& thoſe, to whom all thing s wotk 
together for good (v). Death hath loſt irs in 
in the fide of Chriſt, who by taking awaf 
our guilt, hath taken away the porfon out 
that Cup (»)s.. 90: 4 of death is palt, 
embaltned to Believers; cloathed with ſuc 
_ ſoft Language, that they may ( as twere 

(z) 1 Cor. 3. 22+ (v). Rom. 1. 28, (») Mat- 26 
35. 
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- @) Pet. x; 18. &) 2 Tim. 4-: 6, (x) 2 Cor.' 4. 
I, CF 2 Pet. IT, I4 (a) Ifa. $7. 24 (5) Mat. 22s, 
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195 Entolitagemnettagatiſt 
» Wife, Body and. Soul, but riot the niyſtical } Þ: 
* Union berween Head ant Membersy #6 fir 
more then Sleep doth'that' between Soul 'and 
Body; which chains up the Senſes for a | a( 
time, even /o them alſo which ſleep in Feſms, will | Pi 
God bring with bim (c). Death perfeas the | © 
myſtical Union, itt refpe&@of the Body; doth | T 
not ſo much ſeparate our Souls from our By- fo 
dies,” as join them*o*Chriſt 3 flor {o-mtich | Þo 
end our Life, as our Mortality. The ſleep | fo 
of the Spouſe breaks not the Marriage-knot | fa! 
between her and theBridegroom (4). "There's | an 
ſomewhat '6f (a Member of } Chriſt-chac lies di 
In the Grave, of no leſs/account) with him, cir 
then thofe which walk up and down glori- | 3" 
Tying him.in the World. ' | 4 6 
**: We may now well lookup, and/lift'up | © 
our heads, for our Redemption draweth nigh U 
(e). How beautiful are 0 Seb Death, |} 4 
which bring glad Tidings'df great Joy; that | 2x 
our Wildernels-daysare Sada carNiRafy be 
hardſhips accompliſhed, our firining and fut- 
 fring expired: We ſhall no more offend 'a + he 
| good God , nor be offended by bad men. of 
| *There's no Serpent in that Paradiſe,-ns:ill | Þ 
Neighbqur , no breakings-fordb,, holeading | © 
{ Into Captivity; no complainingini che ſtreets | th 
| of the new Fers/alem. O happy change, I | 38 


| (5) 1 Theſ, 4 14. {4) Rom. 8. 38, 49. *(e) Luke | ta 
21: 28. | 


have | - 
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| the Fear of Death. 291 |} 
1 have fo long waited for, ' expected, and de--.] 
| fired; Earth, for Heaven ; a. bloody Field, 
| a continual Combat, for a place of Triumph, 
| a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; the Houle of my #4 
| Pilgrimage and Baniſhment, for my own || 
Country, my Father's Houle; a Valley of | 
Tears (where we cannot long keep dry eyes),, | 
for a place where all are wiped away ; La- } 
bour and Toil, Corruption..and Mortality, 
for Reſt and Peace, Incorruption and Immor- | 
tality ; ſubjeion to a ſinning condition, for 
an impoſlibility of ſinning ; unſatisfying fa- 
1 ding Comforts, an Eſtate of Need and con- 
tinual Want , for endleſs Pleaſures, Fulnels. * 
and all Plenty ; inferiourdifturbing, unholy 
Company, for Saints, Angels, RoyalPriefts, 
Crowned Kings ;. from all Perplexities and Wl 
Uneaſineſles, into the boſom of a ſweet and 
quiet Repoſe. And, what oppreſſed Priſo; 
ner. deſires, not freedom. ?,.. What weathere 
* | beaten. Traveller, longs not for the Port, ? 
What Heir, is unwilling to. enter upon his Ins 
] hericance ? . What Labouring man is afraid | 
of a {weer Sleep.?. What loving.Spouſe dreads ' 8 
the Marriage Day ? or Prince, his.Corona= 
tion-2 Who thinks much toput off his Cloaths, 
Tat FRY may. be £6644 = and made better WW 
4 againſt the Morning 2 Who is.troubled when |F 
his. ſick Friend is laid dawn tg Reft. 3 Who 
| takes on, when any of the Family is.gone to | 
TY © Be 
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192 Encouragement againſt 
* Ded before himin the Evening? Who gr1 teves 
to bid others good night ? or to pals ſooner * 
* to be rich, or honautrable, or at endleſs quiet? && 
- to eſcape thoſe Storms others are fain to ride | 
thorongh ? to take poſſeſſion of his own blef: | th 
ſedneſs and glory ? the worſt thing thou canſt | t 
doto us, is the beſt thing that can be done | 


for us. Thon houſeſt us from every Storm, ow 
+ inchefilent Grave, made fragrant ever ſince | 5 


+ the Roſe of Sharon, the Lilly of the Valleys 
lay in it, Thou art the great Panacea, Salve | 
for all our Maladies and Diſtempers : + for 
which we in vain here complain from man 
to'man, for a little eaſe, though but for a lit- 
| tletime. That I»fallible Phyſitian, that cures us 
. of all Diſcafes at once, and for ever ;. that | fix 
* frees us from af Calamities, Pablick, Natio- 
- nal, or Perſonal; the Grave is the only piece. 
- of quiet earth man can meet with : There the | ,, 
' wicked ceaſe # troubling, and there the = 
| ry are at reff; there the | rd reft toget Ws 
xii bear not the woire of t ve opprefor 3 : hef pa an 
I and the o great are there, the ſervant ts free 1 fr; 
ow bis Sf (f). - Every ſcore ſhall be now 
blotted out 3 every debt cancelld ; we a5 | « 
. fully, as freely ITT. and diſcharged ; bl i. 
wy Canaaniteſlain;every ian drown'd; f , 
Corruptions-we have qa to day, we 
Hall fee ok again no mote, for ever, 


Oi e 19. 6, | 


——— 
Ac! 


} I ſhalt no more queſtion his love, . or fear 
of my everlaſting reſt. 'T ſhall now reapthe 


] 
{ 4 bovethe life of Faith, I had before only in 
; | the orgy i} thofirſt-fruits 2 every grace of 


" | the Spirit, is a ſpark of our future Glory, 

* | aid every-comfort of it; a drop of the Well 
» | of Life. Now is that Clay grumbling into þ 
* | Duſt, which'hindred my gerting into the Þ 


embraces of infinite loye and {\weetnefs. Now 


5 | avg houlſe' - abies by de well, to . 
er me longer fronpotfteſiing that happy In- 
N heritance Thave gloried in.; wh:ither the fare-. 


# | our Cauſe willftan@ and proſper in his han@'; 


i we njzy now yRad's general iſſue againſt F 


any exception, 'tHe great Charter of the. Go- 
fpet; and we may inſtance in this greft Ti- 
tle of Grace; the ſtate 'of Juſtification, the 
tate of Adoption, the principle of Regene- 


2 4 


knowledgowe recgived fram GChriſt,. depend- 
ing.upon lym, ;and chej(age fuffigienc,.for all 
our failings ahU imperfections. _ 

11. (8) Heb. 6. 20% 


42x 4 


_ the Fear of Death; 193 


| fruic of all my hopes, and poſſe6 Glary a- : 


| totheembracesof infinite love and ſweernels. ' 
| Now the day'is come,” the hour draws nigh 


Qo . ed as 1 
- | the day is come , th-our draws nigh in 
ove, Oe EN US TIL : 
ut- 


þ, | Tuner is {_ for xs | entered (8), We have one. | 
thae will be 'heard;- and certainly prevail ;_ # 


ration: and Santificatian, all which we ac- | 


Fa» 


q 


R 
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194 Encouragement againſt 


Father, into thy hands I commend my fdirit , 


- (5), 1 am thine, hve .me (5): ', When lay 
- in my'blood (that was a.time, of love). thou 
faidft unto me, Live. Thou dreweſt me tg 
| conſent to thy gracious Covenant, and oy 
- twareſt unto me, and Tbecame:thine (&). 

| ftand to the Coyenant that. F- made; ach 
* in much weakneſs) and would gotchangemy 
' Lord and. Maſter for jall the World,, hay 
wile-know and own, and receive thine own, 
that have.owned thee, though I have ſinned 
againſt thee, I ty umo, and lay hold on thy 
| gracious promi (e, .of, which thou halt bid me 
| Put thee, jn/ remembrance ; I, ever I ang be 
- that blottech out thy tranſgreſſions. for mine own 


ſake, and will: vor remember thy ſin ( I 1Lwill 


forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
| fn no more (m). 
* -. What an unſpeakable Encouragement is i5 
| our reletion unto thee 2 (O infinitecondeſcend- 
ing ore? d] Thou wilt- not /; thing 
ew”; thou calleſt, efteeragth us-tby hdres 
(>), "thy Friends @), thy Spouſe, thy Members 
(2). The compaſſion  thou- halt . put; into 
man ; engages him to relieve a Negpbows 
' a Qtranger, an Enemy ; much, MNOre,, tm 


Lak Plal. E£2z:16:8; 
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v7, 18. (8s) John 15 a 1%. $4 Foal $i 29% 
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Child, a Spouſe, to be tender. of part of him- 
ſelf : 'theſe dare truſt themſelves upon'our | 
kindneſs and fidelity, and fear not that-we: } 


bes X77, oo OH a as 5% OW 


- the Fear of Death, 95! 


brace a Friend; to entertain, to take ina _ 


will reje& them in their diſtreſs, or deſtroy - 
them though they ſometimes offend us. Qur 
Love deſerves not the Name, is Cruelty and . 
Hatred, in compariſgr of the Love of God, } 
who is Love it {&If-(9), and'the-God of Love : 

; The great Work was done-in the. day of 
our Renovation ; we were then entred into 
the Houſe-hold of God ; made fellow-Citi- 
zens with, the Saifts, and received theSpirit 
of \ Adoption (5). ; Grace gives' us the hea» 
venly Bitth- and- Nature ; makes us Heirs z 
gives - us Title , -we ſhall now thereforg: 
have poſſeſſion of 'an Inheritance | incor=x 
ruptible , - undefiled , and that fadeth nor } 
away, reſerved in Heaven for us (7). - 1-7 

- He-: that hath; given. Grace, . will give 
Glory, and-withrhold no good thing. -:He 
gave me Life Etertial, when he gave me the 
knowledge of - himſelf, and of his Son. (v), | 
Thou wilt_not now take from me the Kings 

don which thou gaveſt me, when-thou; re-$ 
ceivedlt me. (once thy Engmy) into fayour 
(3y;) -- But God commendeth bis love towards wu | 
ny n 4-94 16:2 (1:2 Cort 214 {Re Lon 


+ (11x Pet-o4e. (v) John 17, 3, (Þ) Heb.1228-f 


_— Encouragement agarnſt 
| in bat, while we were yet fanners Chrift dyed | 
| far as. Aﬀduch more thes! being we ful 
| bis blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through 
| him. For if when we were enemits, we were 
| reconciled to God, through the death of bis Soy, 
| much more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by 
bil; e(x). . 

| .  Thegreat impediments-and cauſes of Fear 
* are now remioved. Unpardoned fm is taken 
away ; our Debt diſcharged. We have a 
+ fafficient anſwer againſt all that can be al. 
ed to the prejudice of onr Souls. 7/3» 
| lay any thing 16 the charge of God's ele} ? 
| &.is God that juſtifieth. Who 3s be that condemns 
t meth ? It is Chriftthat dyed ; yea, rather that be 
| 3s riſen apein, who is even at the right hand of 
| God, who al maketh interceſſion for us (1). 

| - Thou wilt not deprive me of the Birth- 
| right, who hath begotten me of the incorru- 
| ptible Seed.” Thou wouldſt not have drawn 
| me'to thy ſelf, received me by reconeiling 
| Grace; if thou' wouldſt not now- have recer- 


| up unto Salvation; and given me the earneſt 
| of the Spirit, the witneſs in-my felf, that re- 
Fnewed Nature, thoſe holy Defires and De- 
lights, which'batz como from none bur thee. 
Behold -Lordthy Mark, thy Seal, thine Ear- 


- 


neſt 3 :Flaſh-and Blood) did: not "HIhuminats 


% 


| yed me utito thy ſelf; Thou haſt ſcaled me 


giv 
Tt 
thi 


» (5) Rom: 5: 8; +7. (3) Rom! 8. 44. 
"as and 


in Ox. ab 26. 
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1 (c 6, 27. (d 


the Fear of Death, - 297, 
and renew me : the Spirie which thou haſt Þ 
giver! me, is my witneb that T am thine (z). 
Thou wik not diſown or refufe the Soul that - 
thou haſt fealed ; not keep me qut, whom - 
thou didft invite, and put upon the Wed- Þ} 
ding-garment. Thy ſelf redeemed, renew- 
ed, hath hitherto preſerved me ; I had not. F 
come unto thee, except thou -hadſt drawn 'Þ 
me (a). I had not loved, not minded; not $ 
defired after thee , if thon hadft not loved. 


| me firſt, and kindled thoſe defires. It can- [1 
not be that thy Grace it ſelf ſhould be a'de» 
| ceir and miſery, and intended but to deceive 


me: that thou ſhouldeft ſer thy: Servant's 
Soul on longing for that which thou wilt ne- | 
ver give him : the Water that thou halt gi, 
ry me ſhall ſpring ap to everlaſting Life 

Thou who haſt engaged me to ſeek firft. F 
thy Kingdom, art engaged to give it: not | 
to deny that Food that endureth to.cverlaſt-' 
ing Lite, tothoſe that ſeek. for that which' - 


+ periſheth not (c). Although my fins deſerve 


thy Wrath, . and nothing that I have done;. F 
deſerves thy favour, yet godlinef bath the pro- 
miſe of the-life that 15 to: come (d), He that 
ſeeketh by thy help andencotragement, ſhall 


| find (e). . It cannot be: that any* ſhoukd be\. | 


q | \ 2. 16. a4 6. bY | 4-1 } 
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'98- Encouragement againſ> 
e to repent of ſerving of thee ; their la- 

bour ſhall 'not be in vain (f). Thou that 
haft- ſaved.me from Sin, - and Satan, wile 
ſave me from Hell If any man ſerve me, | 
. tet him follow me, and where I am, there ſhall 
alſo. my Servant be (g). Thou wilt crown 
thine own Graces ; and with thy greateſt 
, Mercies, recompence and perfect the prepa- | 
ratory Mercies; and receive to thy Glory, 
wa who have been guided by thy Coun- 

Although I haye forfeited my future In- - 
heritance, and rendred my ſelf liable to thy 
Wrath ; thou haſt appointed and accepted 
. our "Redemption (3). ' Mercy and truth are 
wet together, righteouſneſs and peace bave kiſſed 
each other (k). By our Goel, our Redeemer, of 
kin unto us , the excellency of his Perſon, 
and merit of his Satisfation and Redempti- 
on, ſo full .and compleat to anſwer the 'de- 
mands of thy Juſtice : in him-thou art recon- 
- ciled and well pleaſed. + 
I fall into his hands who. hath juſtified me. 
by his Blood. My Juſtifier will, not con- 
demn me : nor detiy me the Inheritance of. 
which T_T made me-Heir ; 'yea, a 
Joint-Heig, wi 


"Y 


(3G. 1. 30+ (X) Pal-85- 10, (1) Roms. 17, 


appointed that truſt upon. thee ; or have 4 
Ca 


bh himſelf (7). Lord Fe(res re-; \, 
Af 2 Cor, 19458... .(8), ohn I2: 26.  (b) Pal73-24 1 
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the Fear of Death; - 199- 
reive my" Pirit/ (wn); - for thou baFt redeemed it 
(&). To whom can a departing -Soul fly-for 
t | refiipe and entertainment; if not to thee that 
It 1 dyed for Souls ;- and ſuffered rhine to be ſepa- 
'; | rated from the fleſh, that we might have all 
Þ | affurance- of thy compaſſion unto! ours 21 T 
- come 'not! unto -an+ Enemy, but unto him 
w- 

's 

- 


% 0 


— 


that' hath ſo dearly Toved me, and/bought 
me: And can Love' it \felf \rejet me, "that 
| hath given himſelf for me ?- ſo'often embra- 
ced me ? declared it ſelf by ſuch ample teſti 
monies towards me ? CS: 3's. 
- | *Twas thy Errand into the World to'lave 
y | us from'periſhing(s). + And thou art effe- 
d | Rively the Saviour of the body (p) : Andmay 
'e | we not truft thee in what thou haſt underta- 
ken, that'truſt mas if we judge him faithful ? 
ft | yea, thou'art engaged by Covenant toreceive 
1, Jus.” When we gave up our ſelves to thee, thou 
F' alſo -became#F ours; and we did it 07 that 
| Condition, that thok ſhouldeFF recerve and ſave 
tF |: and it was the Condition of thine own» 
-tndertaking, thou dreweſbthe Covenant thy 
&, [felf; and tendred ir firſt tous ; and afſumed. 
- [thy ' own Condition, when thou impoſed 
ot. Tours. - T expe O my Saviour; buttheper- 
2. |formance-of - thy - Covenant, arid"-the ' Yiſt 
charge of thy undertaken Office. As thou 
© (m) ARts- 7. $9. _ (n) Plal.,71, 23.. 1 Pet, 18, 39: 
(o) John 3. 16, (p) Epheſ. 5: 2% © * haſt - 


FY 


CC. O_ 


iq 
F 
F 
oY 
v 
0 
I 
E 
. % 
: 


AI <SAAAM 


avo Cncourngementaganſt 
haſt cauſed me to: beheve.. in-thee,..tolowe 
thee,; to ſerve:thee ;. to. perform.the Cor 
tion thou -haft laid upon - me, though wi 
many finful failings, which thou haſt par-, 
doned; {o-now thou wilt let my Soul which 
hath. truſted on. thee, .have, the. full experi 
w_ ok. thy 'fidelicy,; and take me to,thy 
els; according t0..thy Covenant ; and: mer 
member the word unto.thy ſervant, upon which 
thon, ha#t cauſed bin to hope (q). How many 
promiles. haſt chou left us, char we-ſhall not 
' be forſaken by thee (r), but that we ſhall be 


with thee, where thou ast, that. we may be- 
- hold thy Glory, (9) * For-tlus: cauſe r6rt tho 
the mediator (of 3he' nw teftament 4 that; by 
means of death for the'redemption of the tran 
grefſions that were under the fri teſtaman, #lacy 
awhich are called might receive the promiſe of & 
ternal .. a beritauce (t), when -. we have, done 
thy Will; we are to reccive.the Promile (v), 
is thy-.(»»).,. qur: Father's good pleaſure to 
give us the Kingdom. (x)... 1 + 
Refuge and: Salve. 


-»» ;Thowart the common 
tion of thy Servants 3 thoſe that come unto 
thee., thou. wilt -in no wile. calt out (7). 
There! are now. with thee the ſpirits of juſt 


Heb. 9.15. (v) Hzb. 10. 36. 


(w) John 
Lukegr. 23." (y) John 6. 37. 7; 


17» 


perfee> 


- en -mads. perfect , that were here 06g 
-(9) Pal. 145.49. (1) Heb. xg. 5. (5) Jolnn9.24 


mt. 
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;\- "the Fear of —— 
RA, as unworthy” in chenal as I: 7 
arid 'thon/ wert never \untaithto] wnto 

that committed: their Souls . unto! thee. 
take me into their mwimber, that we 
together with Eternal Joys, give Thanks 
and Praiſe to thee that haſt redeemed us 
to God by thy own Blood (z). 

Moſt gracious God , thou haſt deſign'd - 
thy own Everlaſting Glory and good Plea- 
ſure in our Salvation ; our Redeemer muſt 
triumph in the perfe&ion of his Conqueſt, 
of all his and our Enemies ; and in the per- 
tetion of our Redemprion. Thou wile 
not loſe thy Father's Glory , and thine 
own, that of all he tath given thee, thou 
ſhalt looſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up {| 
at the laſt day (a). I reſign my Soul to Þ 
thee, O oe” who hath called, and cho- Þ 
ſen me, that thou mighteſt make known the 
riches of thy Glory on me, as a Veſſel «| | 
p _ unto "Glory (6). Thou 
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haſt- predeſtinated me unto the Adoption 
of one of thy Children by Jeſus Chriſt 
unto thy ſelf, according to the good —_ 


ſure of thy Will to the praile of: thy Will 


to the praifs the gtory of thy Ergo 
wherein thou haſt made me accepted 


24: | thei beloved (c). Who will now preſent | 


Rom. 5.9. (a) John 6, b) Rom. 23e | 
Ay ns 7, to LOS 39. (b) 9. *| 
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#205 Encouragement again Deat th, | 
me _—_ before the reſence. of his G 

- Ao To- whom | be 
ory, Makſts an Dothiriion: and Pow- 

er, now and eyer,; Amen. 
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